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…Let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which
        one may edify another. – Romans 14:19
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IS THE ARK ON ARARAT?
By Kyle Pope

O
ur salvation does not depend upon how
the question posed in the title of this
article is answered.  Whether or not the

Ark is still on Ararat (or not) doesn’t change
the truth that there once was a world-wide
flood as described in Genesis 6-8.  Whether
man ever finds any evidence of the Ark does
not change the fact that God once saved Noah
and his family in this great vessel.

With that said, let me share
with you just a few bits of
evidence that seem to suggest that
there is something on Ararat
worthy of our notice!

The Geography of Ararat

The mountain most generally
identified with the Ararat of

the Bible sets on the far eastern
border of Modern Turkey.  It is
called Aghri Dagh (in Turkish
meaning “Mountain of the Ark”)

and Koh-i-nuh (in Persian meaning
“Mountain of Noah”).  (Navarra, pg.
118,119).  Ararat remains snow covered year
round.  The Northeast face of the mountain
sits on the Armenian border of the former
Soviet Union.  The Southeast face sits on the
Iranian border.  On the Northeast face a gorge
deeper than the Grand Canyon has been

"AAAAccccccccoooorrrrddddiiiinnnngggg    TTTToooo    TTTThhhheeee    PPPPaaaatttttttteeeerrrrnnnn"
(Numbers 8:4)

The Tabernacle ''And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were 

shown on the mountain.'' -  Exodus 26:30 NKJV (Acts 7:44, Hebrews 8:5 )

Its Furnishings '' According to all that I show you that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the 
pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it .'' - Exodus 25:9

The Lampstand ''And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown 
on the mountain.'' - Exodus 25:40 (Numbers 8:4)

Christian Conduct    '' Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as 
you have us for a pattern.'' - Philippians 3:17

Mercy From '' However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might 
show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him 
for everlasting life.'' - I Timothy 1:16

Sound Teaching '' Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus.'' - II Timothy 1:13

"Does God Have A Pattern For The Church?"

"...I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." -  I Timothy 3:15 
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carved into the Northeastern face which is
known as the Ahora Gorge.  All of the claimed
sightings of the Ark have occurred in the
Ahora Gorge.

Ancient Witnesses

Throughout history many secular writers
have claimed as a matter of fact that the

Ark was on Ararat in their day.
•  Berossos was a Chaldean priest of Bel who
lived during the reign of Antiochus the First
(280-261 BC).  (Smith, pg. 58).  He claimed
that people scraped bitumen from the Ark to
make amulets.  (Verbrugghe & Wickersham,
pg. 59).
• The First century Jewish historian Josephus
quotes Nicolaus of Damascus, an intimate
friend of Herod the Great and Caesar
Augustus  (Smith, pg. 200).  Nicolaus claimed
of the Ark that – “…remains of the timber
were a great while preserved”  (pg. 29).
• Isadore of Seville (560-636 AD) set himself
to the task of producing a compilation of
universal knowledge. In his work entitled
Etymologies in the section entitled “On
Mountains” he declares –“Ararat is a
mountain in Armenia where the historians
testify that the Ark came to rest after the
Flood.  So even to this day wood remains of
it are to be seen there” (Balsiger, pg. 77).
• Marco Polo  (1234-1324 AD), in his work
entitled Travels claims of Ararat – “…the Ark
of Noah still rests on top…” (Balsiger, pg.
77).

Nineteenth Century Witnesses

I n the ninteenth century the following
witnesses  claimed to have seen either the

Ark itself or the hewn wood remains of the
Ark.
• 1876. James Bryce, a British statesman,
jurist and writer found a 4 foot 5 inch plank
of hewn wood at the 14,000 ft. level.   The
find was reported in the New York Times.
(Pederson).
• 1883. The Turkish Government discovered
a large structure resembling a ship.  The report
was published in the August 10, 1883 issue
of the Chicago Tribune reporting a
“…gigantic structure of very dark wood
protruding from a glacier…” (Balsiger, pg.
94,95).
•  April 25th 1887.  John Joseph Nouri,
Patriarch of the Nestorian Church claimed to
have seen, entered and measured the Ark.
Nouri spoke at the World Parliament of
Religions at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893
announcing his discovery.  (Cummings, pg.
118-133).

Twentieth Century Witnesses

The twentieth century saw some of the
most spectacular claims regarding the

Ark on Ararat.
•  1902 & 1904. Turkish resident George
Hagopian claimed to have climbed onto the
roof of the vessel as a boy with his uncle.
(Balsiger, pg. 99-102).

•  1916.  Russian Aviator Vladimir
Roskovitsky  claimed to see “…A strange
craft,…as long as a city block [that]…would
compare favorably in size with a modern
battleship of this day” (Balsiger, pg. 102,103).
• The Russian Czar sent two companies of
soldiers  to explore the sight.  Roskovitsky
claimed: “…Complete measurements of it
were taken, plans were drawn of it, and
numerous photographs were made all of
which were sent to the Czar.” (Balsiger, pg.
104).
• 1955.  Explorer Fernand Navarra removed
a 5 foot hand hewn beam from a glacier on
Ararat.  The discovery was filmed and the
wood was dated at approximately 5000 years
of age.  (Navarra, pg. 40-69).
• 1984.  Palestinian Christian George Jamal
claims to have entered the Ark and seen cages
and removed wood. (Pederson).
• 1989.  Dr. Ahmet  Ali Arslan, Washington
bureau chief for the major Turkish newspaper
TURKIYE photographed a large man-made
object protruding from the snow on Ararat.
(Pederson).
 • 1990’s.  French spot Satellite imagery used
during the Gulf War revealed  a 90 foot wood
object extending over a rocky ledgeon Ararat.
(Pederson).
• 1990’s.  Astronaut James Irwin
photographed what he believed to be the Ark
during a flight over Ararat. (Pederson).

_______________________
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