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Bearing Grudges (Cont. from pg.

ship of God. Before the model prayer, in the

3) flesh, as life was slipping away from Hisame sermon Jesus taught first, that

body, considered those who had torn His b
to shreads, slammed a thorny crown on
head and pierced His hands and feet
nails, appeals to heaverfFather, forgive
them, for they do not know what they do.”
(Luke 23:34).

dulgrbouring anger towards our brother can
Hblsce us in danger of judgement, and then that
Mitloking down on them can place us in dan-
ger of hell fire (Matthew 5:22). Jesus then
went on to teach that before we bring our “gift

If Jesus could ask for the fale the altar” we must first do what we can to

giveness of those who carried out His cruanake things right in our relationships with

fixion, what wrong could anyone ever do
us that would justify bearing a grudge aga
them?

Bearing a grudge requires that we mé
tain a disposition and an attitude towards
other person that can hinder our very w
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tthers (Matthew 5:23-24). If we hold onto a
rgudge it may be that the very spiritual sacri-
fices we offer in worship to God become un-
riaeceptable. Let’s strive together to prevent
ttes from happening to our relationship with
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..Let us pursue the thlngs which make for peace and the things by which

one may edify another. — Romans 14:19
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What is the Repentance of the Bible?

By Jim Stauffer

‘x ’ hen Paul gave his defense before Kitg him in the way. Later, while writing to
Agrippa he attempted to explain whyimothy, Paul described himself as the “Chief
the Jews were so infuriated with higf Sinners” (I Timothy 1:15). We can see

teaching. He spoke of how the prophetstbfough his own words just how painful it

old, who were respected by Jews throughavas for him to recall his past days of
their history, and how Moses, who wagpposition to God’s plan for the redemption
considered to be the greatest deliverer in tfedll mankind. He felt this way even though
nation’s history, all spoke of Christ and Hige would state in Acts 23:1, in his defense

sufferings and its impa ‘Zﬁesﬁartpﬁrase “Tyrn to gocf” before the Sanhedrin, that

o 317 he v g e 05 20 i = ot
However something @4 fielps us to understand T\ B e the
owever, something ourselves better.

he spoke of just prior __ right thing to persecute the
that must have resonated loud and clear \gthurch before his conversion and his
Paul. He says in Acts 26:20 that he taugkpentance.

both Jew and Gentile that they should repent In Paul we have such a good example of
and turn to God doing works worthy ofepentance in that once obedient to Christ he
repentance. we all know Paul’'s persortarns his life 180 degrees and began to preach
history in Judaism and how he persecuted the Gospel so rigorously that he became the
Church. The story of his conversion in Acterget of persecution. He recounts many of
9 tells us he was on his way to persecute the personal incidents in his life in I
Church in Damascus when the Lord appeafedrinthians 11:24-27. Pa(Cont. on pg. 2)
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What is the Repentance of the | forth fruits that are indicative of such. As we
Bible? (Cont. from pg. 1) was, by would say today, no one gets a “free pass.”
preaching the Gospel in such a clear gRd emphasizes his point by the analogy of
uncompromising way, doing works worth¥n unfruitful tree that is hewn down and cast
of repentance. When one goes frojfo the fire. This is God's approach to those
persecuting those who are followers of Chrigho do not repent and bring forth fruits
to proclaiming the testimony of Godworthy of repentance.
knowing nothing save Jesus Christ as he John then replies to their questions with
spoke in | Corinthians 2:1,2, we begin| #bme specific applications that were pertinent
comprehend the change that is involved dAd specific to them. First, he tells them to
one who repents. be compassionate to the needy. Second, he
When Paul makes his statement {gld the publicans they should not charge any
Agrippa, he says when one repents he showlgre than what was appointed for them.
turn to God doing works worthy of Third, he told the soldiers to extort from no
repentance. The Bible on only rare occasigian by violence, not to accuse anyone
uses any form of the word repentance Wiftongfully and to be content with their
general application. Rather, it almost alwaygges. These all represented a change from
discusses repentance in the context of turniggat they were doing to what God would
away from sin. If we are to turn away frolave them do. As we can see, John was
sin, we must turn to God. The two aggking them taurn to God by his request to
opposites. This short phragern to God is | pring forth fruits worthy of repentance.
the very essence of repentance and helps usThe obvious lesson to us is that
to understand ourselves better. We cadpentance is not something to be taken
determine if we have repented by observifightly. Rather, it is the indication of whether
whether we have turned to God. we have heard God and turned to Him. ltis
John the Baptist had some very graphigry simple. We are either serving God, or
illustrations for his listeners regarding thge have not repented. Ultimately we must
subject of repentance in Luke 3:8-14. Firglach decide for ourselves but we must be sure
he tells them to bring forth fruits worthy ofo use the same criteria that God does if we

repentance. Secondly; they were not to §a¥n to please Him. 1
to themselves “we have Abraham

as our father” because God ca
from stones raise up children tg
Abraham. He is telling them,
everyone must repent and bring &
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Bearing Grudges

by Kyle Pope

s | grow older | have noticed in myave anything against anyone, forgive him,
ﬂ self a tendency that | wish | did ndhat your Father in heaven may also for-
see: the tendency to very easily holdyavze you your trespasses.(Mark 11:25).

grudge. When | was younger, if some oQ#early, if we want to be forgiven by God we
did something against me, or did somethingust have a spirit that is forgiving of others.
that hurt my feelings in some way, | found it Bearing a grudge is a very unattractive
relatively easy to let the matter “roll off myuality. It is ugly to see in one’s self or in
back” and forget about it. Perhaps now asa@thers. It makes the one who feels it bitter,
older man, with a few more hurt feelings “umesentful and distant. Forgiveness, on the
der my belt” and a few more situations thabther hand, and the sweet disposition that
wish | could forget, what once might haveccompanies it are qualities that are appeal-
easily been viewed as “water under tlreg, admirable and approachable.
bridge,” now tends to pool together, damn up This past week the nation mourned the
and linger a little too long “under the bridggjassing of its 40th president, Ronald Reagan.
(so to speak). Among the many touching testimonials that

Understanding why something may hap«ere made about this man, one struck me
pen doesn't justify or excuse its occuranaaore than any other. Shortly after he was
Bearing a grudge is wrong because it reflestsot in 1981, Reagan records in his diary that
a lack of forgiveness. Jesus taught in the found himself struggling with how he
model prayer and immediately after speatould go to God in prayer for himself while
ing it how important forgiveness is. He dée harboured hatred in his heart for the dis-
clared:“For if you forgive men their tres- | turbed man who had tried to kill him. To
passes, your heavenly Father will also for-address this Reagan first prayed to God for
give you. But if you do not forgive men the soul of the man who shot him, then he
their trespasses, neither will your Father prayed for himself. Imagine, after having
forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14, someone explode a weapon in your direction
15, NKJV). To some degree, this forgivehat lodged a bullet inches away from your
ness is to occur whether the person who In@art taking the time to first pray for them!
“trespassed” against us ever repents of the As impressive as this example is, it is
wrong they have done. Jesus also taugtdthing compared to the example of our Lord.
“And whenever you stand praying, if you| He, who was God in théCont. on pg. 4)



