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The Testimony of God - First| Jezebel. What enabled them to accomplish
Corinthians 2:1-5 (Cont. from pg. 3)| His Will in spite of their discouragement
well as our understanding of the desir&@s their trust in Him to work His Will
and leanings of our friends in the worl{rough them. If we will trust in Him, He
how do we avoid the discouragement i at His time and place bring about what
naturally seems to follow when those W€ has planned. _ _
love choose the things of this world over Let it be said of us as Nehemiah said
the gospel? This has been a problenPidhe people as they rebuilt the walls of
the faithful from the beginning until nowtne city, that we had a mind to work.
Moses became frustrated during the long JARN
drawn out deliverance of the Israelites

from the Egyptians. Elijah was discour-

aged while being threatened by Ahab and
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..Let us pursue the thlngs which make for peace and the things by which
one may edify another. — Romans 14:19
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Documenting Your Source

by Kyle Pope
hen | was in school, like most passerted in the paper.
us, | had to write papers from time Back then, | didn’t appreciate what a
to time. Whether it was Englishyaluable discipline this was. I, like so many

History, Science or another field all classeshers, moaned and groaned at having to
required so many papers per semester. | Toldow those “silly rules” and track down
reason, while hard to accept at the time, rces | may have forgotten to write down.
the fact that the study necessary to writeoking back, however, | have come to
something for ourself teaches us much maepreciate how valuable (and necessary) this
than listening to a lecture or filling out answepsocess is in establishing the authority behind
to a set of questions. One element requiredriformation. Grant Crawford, one of our
such papers was “documentation.” A studetgacons, just recently completed his Doctoral
could not just state things as fact withoDissertation. This process involved months
applying some system to let the reader knafresearch, mountains of documentation and
where they got the information they wern oral defense of his work before a committee
citing. This could be footnotes (a real headaddfeadvisors in his field. As difficult as this
before personal computers) or reference tpracess was, it exists to allow him and any
list of “works cited” at the end of the papegthers that might read his work a measure of
when the fact was mentioned in the paper itsalésurance that the facts he puts forth are
Strict rules were set forth at the beginning eérified and reliable.

the class about how sources were to be listed, While we can understand the importance
including the author, the publisher and the dafighis in secular fields like Chemistry, Biology
of the source. This allowed the reader (if they Physics, what about Religion? When
chose to) a way to verify the fact which wakealing with matters that (Cont. on pg 2)
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Documenting Your Source |that the man pf God may be complete,
(Cont. from pg. 1) - concern our soul, ouitheroughly equipped for every good work.”
relationship to God and where we will speffii<JV). It was revealed in such a way that
eternity, should it be less important to u !&yman beings can rgad it and understand what
document the source of our assertions? 'tff1€ans. In Ephesians 3:4, the Apostle Paul

anything, it should be much more importaffat€s:“...when you read, you may
to make certain that the statements we ma%dcergtarjd my knowledge in the mystery
the convictions we hold and the beliefs hrist.” One day, all men will be judged
stand upon are grounded on a reliable 4pvhat the Lord has revealed to us. The Bible
verifiable source in something with etern4flll Serve as the standard of that judgment.
consequences. Jesus saidHe who rejects Me, and dqes
For some reason though, that's not the Wagt recéive My words, has that which
it is for much of the religious world. Peopl&d9es him—the word that | have sp(?ken
act as if they can base their beliefs about G¥! 1udge him in the last day” (John 12:48).
salvation and how to worship Him on our oW1t accept anything that is put forth in
feelings and intuition. One person says tters of faith if someone is not willing (and

thinks one thing and another somethj@§!€) to “document their source.” It is your
completely different. How would we feel f,responlsmlllty and mine to test the t'hlngs that
when we are sick, we went to a doctor wiR6e said and done to make certain they are
based his diagnosis on his own feelings, ratf&e- FirstJohn 4:1 warrs:.do not believe
than research and reliable sources regard¥§"y SPirit, but test the spirits, whether
ourillness? How would we feel, if we got '€y are of God; because many false
an airplane and learned that the the enginBPhets have gone out into the world.

who designed the plane just went with “w More important than any secular field, we
he knew in his heart’ was right®uld you must verify those things we accept in matters
volunteer for that plane’s first flight? of faith. Second Timothy 2:15 charges us:

The Bible is man's source for all that we€ diligent to present yourself approved
need to serve God and go to heaven. God, a worker who does not need to be

source for that assertion is what the Bible amed, rightly dividing the word of
aboutitself. 1l Timothy 3:16-17 declar&adl | Tuth. JARN
Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness,
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The Testimony of God - I Corinthians 2:1-5

by Jim

Stauffer

n these verses and in the remaindktail in verse 13, that we come to under-

I of the chapter, Paul makes the
ment that he came to them procla

rgtand the words Paul wrote were directed
rapecifically by the Holy Spirit. Through-

ing the testimony of God. In saying thisut his writings to the Corinthians, his
he draws a line regarding the gospel tloatly reason for asking them to do what

cannot be crossed by man then or no

Mhé says is because it came from God.

IS not the persuasive words of any man While none of this is new to us, it re-

that carry the power Paul attributes to
gospel in Rom. 1:16 when he says i
the power of God unto salvation to

th@nds us of our most sacred trust as ser-
tvants of God. We must minimize our own
adelves in preaching and teaching the gos-

men. It is rather the trustworthy nature p€l to our friends and neighbors and em-
God that causes Him to honor His wophasize God and His Word so their trust

now as He did then and in the time
Abraham. (Heb.6:17,18) When Paul s
he was determined to know nothing s

ahd reliance is not in us but in God. We
ayall always face that discouraging fact that
aeany will be looking for the well turned

Jesus Christ and Him crucified, he watirases of men who are professional
leading them to his own conclusion, thapeakers with shiny resumes and not be

they should not have their faith basec
the wisdom of men but rather in the pov
of God. By doing this, Paul was not si
ply making a preferred argument, [
rather was causing them to trust in the (
who had the power to save.

Having made his point about Goc
power and their need to depend upot
Paul now spends the remainder of
chapter connecting his teaching to
Spirit of God who revealed to him tf
mind of God. This point is made in su

limpressed with the simple message of
vepiritual renewal presented in the gospel.
mifter all, the Lord said in Matt. 7:13,14
ythat the way to destruction is appealing to
Dhiae more than the way to life. However, if
we have placed our trust in God and His
disower it will become our greatest desire
td,share the message with those we come
theeknow and love, realizing their only hope
tieein the power that only God has.

ne Understanding what we do about the
gbower of the gospel g€ont. on pg. 4)




