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…Let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which
        one may edify another. – Romans 14:19
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Coasting Toward Heaven?
(Cont. from pg. 3) were superior
to that of Moses. (see Heb.3;1-6)
By doing so they were stopping
short of what he encourages them
to do in chapter 3:14 and chapter 6:11. In
these passages he says we must sustain our
diligence and confidence unto the end. Stop-
ping short of the goal means we are willing
to waste all the effort put forth to that point.

We can make application of this lesson
to ourselves. We can learn to as Peter says in
II Pet 1:10, give the more diligence to make
your calling and election sure: for if you do
these things you shall never stumble. There

are many reasons why men start on the path
to God and stop short of the endurance re-
quired in scripture. We must each search our
hearts to see if we are diligently pursuing God
and His Word. We do not want to do as the
title of this article suggests, attempt to coast
into heaven. Rather, we want to maintain our
confidence and diligence unto the end that
we will be able to enter into the rest prom-
ised the faithful.

“Get Real”
by Kyle Pope

one make you what you’re not.”  It can even mean
simply, “see you later-- hope things goes well with
you.”  While these slang expressions, like many
others of the past will (most likely) be short-lived
and soon forgotten, I thought about the signifi-
cance of such words if considered from a Chris-
tian perspective.  Consider a few applications:

We Should “Get Real” in Our Treatment
of Others. Far too often Christians allow them-
selves to be very inconsistent in their treatment
of other people.  A brother or sister may be kind
and loving to others, but rude and cruel to their
family.  A child of God may talk about God’s love
in the church building then yell at a driver on the
road or give a server in a restaurant a “tongue-
lashing.”  Or, perhaps we show partiality to those
who are wealthy and attractive but disregard those
who are not.  In doing so we may convince our-
selves that we are good, faithful Christians all the
while ignoring the reality of our condition before
God.  The Apostle John taught, “Beloved, let us love

one another, for love is of God; and (Cont. on pg. 2)
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S
ometime ago I found a little accessory
for my computer on E-Bay and sent
an e-mail to the seller asking him if he

would take $18.00 for it.  Apparently he thought
that this offer was far too low and responded
rather bluntly -  “$18.00?—Get real!”  This was
not the first time that I had heard this expression.
He used it to say, “$18.00 is not a realistic offer
for this item.”  For years now kids have used
variations of this as a type of salutation.  Two
kids leaving each other might say - “keep it real!”
If I understand correctly how this is used, it is a
way of saying, “be yourself,” or “don’t let any-
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Coasting Toward Heaven?
by Jim Stauffer

they would fail to imitate those who have
gone before who would inherit the promises.
This is a rather persistent theme in the book
of Hebrews. Earlier in chapter 3 he made this
same point when he warns against a heart of
unbelief. He reminds them of their forefathers
who after being delivered from Egyptian
bondage, were caused to wander in the wil-
derness rather than enter the promised land
due to this heart of unbelief. The current ap-
plication to them and us is that we will not
enter into the promised rest (heaven) unless
we are diligent unto the end. He clearly
equates this heart of unbelief in chapter 3 with
the lack of diligence toward our hope in chap-
ter 6.

The question is why does an inspired
writer talk to those who are saints, those who
have been born again, about a heart of unbe-
lief? Why does he concern himself with their
diligence toward their hope of inheriting the
promises of God? It is obvious that he feels
they have not continued to pursue God and
His Word as fervently as in the past. It ap-
pears their problem was failing to realize that
Jesus and His covenant (Cont. on pg. 4)

“But, beloved, we are persuaded better things
of you, and things that accompany salvation,
though we thus speak: for God is not unrigh-
teous to forget your work and the love which
ye showed toward his name, in that ye minis-
tered unto the saints, and still do minister. And
we desire that each one of you may show the
same diligence unto the fulness of hope even
to the end: that ye be not sluggish, but imita-
tors of them who through faith and patience
inherit the promises.”

Hebrews 6:9-12, ASV
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I
n this text, the writer encourages the Heb-
brews to be assured that God will re-
member their work and love they have

shown toward His name by ministering to the
saints. He then reminds them to
maintain the level of diligence
toward their hope unto the end.
The indication in verse 12 is that
they could become sluggish and
lose this diligence. In so doing

“Get Real” (Cont. from pg. 1) everyone

who loves is born of God and knows God.” (I John 4:7,
NKJV).  In defining love, Paul begins,  “Love suf-
fers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not
parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely,

does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil” (I
Corinthians 13:4, 5).  We must honestly evalu-
ate our treatment of others if we are to see how
we really stand before God.

We     Should     “Get     Real”     in     Our    Un-
derstanding of Sin.  The soul outside of Christ
does not take a realistic view of their sin.  It may
seem to them as something fun and pleasurable.
Taking an interest in spiritual things seems bor-
ing and unnecessary.  The reality of the situation
is that sin against God is a vicious cancer that
eats away at our souls, it separates us from God
and promises only condemnation.  The alien sin-
ner is not the only one who may fail to realisti-
cally understand their sin.  The Christian may ex-
cuse certain behavior saying “that’s just the way
I am!”   They may imagine that their good works
eliminate the need for the saving blood of Christ.
These attitudes reflect a view of sin that is unre-
alistic and spiritually deadly. Paul told the Ro-
mans bluntly, “For the wages of sin is death, but the

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Ro-
mans 6:23).  John declared plainly, “Little children,
let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is
righteous, just as He is righteous. He who sins is of the
devil…” (I John 3:7, 8).  That’s reality.

We   Should    Keep    It    Real   When   It  
Comes to Our Behavior.  The slang expres-
sion used by kids reflects an understanding of the
fact that many of us, whether as adults or chil-
dren, are hypocritical in our behavior.  We want

to be Christians on Sunday and Wednesday but
worldly the rest of the time.  We may become
timid around classmates or coworkers and
ashamed to let people know our faith.  We allow
life circumstances to determine whether we will
be faithful in our church attendance or we may
lie to maintain appearances, get ahead or take
advantage of someone.  When we do these things
we try to fool ourselves into thinking if no one
else sees our duplicity it’s no big deal.  The real-
ity of the situation is that our duplicity nullifies
our faith.  The “part-time” Christian is a “full-
time” sinner!   James teaches us, “Draw near to
God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded”
(James 4:8).  The reality is, that living the double-
minded life of the hypocrite, we can’t please God.

We Should “Keep It Real” When it
Comes to Our View of this World.
Nothing about this world should lead us to think
that it is permanent.  All plants, animals and
people wither, decay and die.  Even  rocks, moun-
tains and streams crumble, erode and evaporate.
Yet, many of us want to live our lives as if this
world will last forever.   We may not be able to
see the spiritual side of our makeup, but the real-
ity of the matter is that our soul is the only thing
about us that is “real” in the sense that it is en-
during.  Yes, this world exists and our bodies ex-
ist but only for a time.  One day they will both be
burned up and dissolved into nothing!  John said
through the Holy Spirit, “the world is passing away,
and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides
forever” (I John 2:17).  What plans are we making
for the home of our soul?  What provision are we
making for what is truly real and enduring?


