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"According To The DPattern'

(Numbers 8:4)

The Tabernacle "And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were
shown on the mountain." - Exodus 26:30 NKJV (Acts 7:44, Hebrews 8:5 )
" According to all that | show you that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the
pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it ." - Exodus 25:9
"And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown
on the mountain." - Exodus 25:40 (Numbers 8:4)

" Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as
you have us for a pattern." - Philippians 3:17
" However, for this reason | obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might

show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him
for everlasting life."" - 1 Timothy 1:16

" Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith
and love which are in Christ Jesus.' - Il Timothy 1:13

Its Furnishings
The Lampstand
Christian Conduct

Mercy From

Sound Teaching

"Does God Have A Pattern For The Church?"

"...I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” - | Timothy 3:15
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“For Those Who Love Him”’

by Kyle Pope

Corinthians 2:9 reads: ‘“But as it is
written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, Nor have entered into the heart

of man the things which God has prepared
for those who love Him.””’ (I Corinthians 2:9,
NKIJV). This text is actually paraphrase of a
passage from Isaiah 64:4-5 which reads: “For
since the beginning of the world men have
not heard nor perceived by the ear, nor has
the eye seen any God besides You, Who acts
for the one who waits for Him. You meet
him who rejoices and does righteousness,
Who remembers You in Your ways. You
are indeed angry, for we have sinned--In
these ways we continue; And we need to
be saved.” In the context of First Corinthians
Paul applies this text to show the glorious na-
ture of the gospel. In it are revealed things
that had not been seen, heard or imagined.
Paul does not quote directly from the pas-
sage in Isaiah but paraphrases (i.e. summa-
rizes the meaning of) the text to illustrate the

point he is addressing in this section of First
Corinthians. Preachers are generally critical
of modern paraphrases when they are put for-
ward as “translations” rather than human
summaries of the Biblical text. Works like
Good News For Modern Man or the Living
Bible are not literal translations, but para-
phrases which express an author’s under-
standing of the gist of a passage. This is not
to say that it is wrong to paraphrase. No
preacher of the gospel can teach without sum-
marizing a text in their own words at some
point. What may be wrong is an incorrect
paraphrase, that misses the truth of a text. In
cases when Paul or other inspired writers
paraphrase a text, we can be sure that the sum-
mary which they put forth is sound, accurate
and reliable.

In the example found above, the Apostle’s
paraphrase when examined closely reveals
some important things about our service to
God. The first part of the passage in both
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Isaiah and in First Corinthians are
very similar. Both speak of what
the “ear” and the “eye” have not
experienced. Where the text di-
verges is in the phrase “which
God has prepared for those who love Him.”
The text in Isaiah does not speak of God’s
preparations, but rather man’s need (in the
last part of the passage) to be saved. When
Isaiah declares “we need to be saved” — Paul
through the Holy Spirit sees in this declara-
tion God’s preparation for our salvation.

What is also different in the two passages
is the phrase “for those who love Him.” The
Holy Spirit does not lead Isaiah to use the
term “love.” Is this an addition on Paul’s part?
Quite the contrary, just as Paul sees man’s
need for salvation as a foreshadowing of
God’s preparations for a way to be reconciled
to God, Paul sees what the prophet says about
those who are pleasing to God as the demon-
stration of what it really means to love God.
Notice these elements:

I. “The One Who Waits For Him.”

There are a number of aspects of our rela-
tionship with God that call upon us to “wait”
for Him. As Christians we understand that
one day Jesus will return in judgement. The
one who loves God keeps this fact before their
mind and strives to be prepared for it. In ad-
dition to this we are sometimes called to wait
upon the Lord in faithfulness to Him as we
endure trial, temptation and suffering. The
ungodly, in their impatience, turn away from
God, thinking that their own ways are best,
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and that by pursuing sin they can achieve their
needs. The child of God recognizes man’s
inability to direct his own way and waits in
obedience upon God trusting that God’s ways
are best. Paul shows us that this is not pas-
sive and inactive. Rather, waiting on God is
a way that we show our love for Him.

II. “Him Who Rejoices.” An old song
from the 70’s portrayed a confused lover cry-
ing out to the one he loved, “That’s a strange
way to tell me you love me, when your sor-
row is all I can see.” As Christian we some-
times carry-on much the same way. We
grumble and moan about the things that the
Lord asks of us. We see opportunities to
worship Him as interruptions to our sched-
ule. We view meditation upon His word like
an unpleasant homework assignment in
school. We want to go to heaven, but we
spend most of our time unhappy because of
doubts that He will see us through hardships
or envy of the sins of the ungodly. Yet, we
then turn around and try to say to the Lord
with our mouth that we “love Him.” Paul
shows us here that to love the Lord means
that we live a life that “rejoices.”

III. ‘“And Does Righteousness.”

What a fallacy the religious world has perpe-
trated in convincing so many within its ranks
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that it is even possible to “love God™ and yet
do what is wrong! Millions have been con-
vinced that they are secure in a loving rela-
tionship with God, while they are first un-
concerned with even learning what is right
and wrong and second told that even though
they may give themselves to do what is wrong
it doesn’t alter their “love” for Him. In the
time of Malachi, the people (much like to-
day) had become spiritually lazy. The very
animal sacrifices which they offered were not
the best of their flocks and herds, but the
sickly and unhealthy. In response the Lord,
through Malachi asks, “Offer it then to your
governor! Would he be pleased with you?”
(Malachi 1:8c). None of us would imagine
that we can do what is displeasing to our mate,
our teacher, our employer, or our friend and
hope to convince them of our love and fidel-
ity to them. Paul shows us in this text that
God is no different. If we love Him we will
do what He tells us is right.

IV. “Who Remembers You in Your

Ways.” The memorial which Christians
observe each Sunday is kept “in remem-
brance” of Jesus body and blood which was
shed for our sin. It is important and neces-
sary that Christians keep this observance in
order for us to be pleasing unto God and re-
member the cost that Jesus paid for our sin
as a deterrent from future sins. At

the same time, the Lord’s Supper
is not the only way in which we

are called upon to
“remember” the Lord in His

ways. Sometimes we must remember Him
and His ways when we are totally alone. At
such times we must call to mind how God
would have us to direct our thoughts, occupy
our time and maintain our watchful, temper-
ate disposition. Sometimes we must remem-
ber Him and His ways when we are around
those in the world. When we are tempted by
them to deny Jesus, to be silent when we
ought to speak, to speak in ways that we
should not, to do things that we should not
we must not forget who we are and what Jesus
is to us. Paul suggests to us in this text that
loving God means that we will remember
Him and His ways.

Conclusion. Paul sums up the descriptions
that Isaiah gives of faithful, joyful, obedient,
watchful, remembrance of God with the para-
phrase — “those who love Him.” If a para-
phrase was offered summing up the nature of
your life what might be said? Do the traits
Isaiah described apply to the nature of your
love for God? If not, learn from the simple
summary of Paul’s words and change your
life today in order to become one of those
who truly “love Him.”
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