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  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God” (Romans 12:1-2). 

Is it just me or does it seem like, in many ways, that  Christians are just exactly like 
the world? 

We are supposed to be so different from the world that everyone can tell the 
difference. Do you think that distinction is as clear as it ought to be these days? 

Christians are referred to in the Bible as “sojourners, strangers, and pilgrims.” See 
Hebrews 11:8-16 and 1 Peter 2:11. Those terms indicate the idea that as foreigners, 
whose citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20-21), we are temporary non-residents 
of the earth - in the world, but not of it. We are to live here without involvement and 
defilement by the wickedness that is here. 

Two specific words in the New Testament show this separation from the world. The 
first is the word “church” itself. The ekklesia of Christ is to be called out of the world. 
We are called out of Satan’s domain and power and into the kingdom of Christ. “But 
you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light”(l Pet.2:9). 

The second word is “sanctified.” This emphasizes the set apart nature of the 
children of God. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
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gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27). This 
is also the basis for the common word “holy.” We are to be pure and holy, just as God is 
holy (1 Peter 1:16). 

In the first century there was such a marked difference between Christians and the 
people of the world that the disciples were easy marks for persecution. Their purity 
condemned the ungodly and the Christians were often punished by the heathen. Is 
there still that marked difference? Or do we blend right in? 

All too often, Christians wear exactly the same fashions as the world. Clothes that 
are too tight, too short, too low cut, or too revealing are sometimes seen on Christians. 
Not all in-fashion clothes are immodest (1 Timothy 2:9-10), but many are. It is the very 
worldly that set the fashion standards, not the godly. 

Some Christians are just as covetous as the world. Materialism is eating up the 
people of God and we are often blind to it. We can see and recognize greed in others, 
but it is harder to admit in our own lives, isn’t it?  Covetousness is a form of idolatry 
(Ephesians 5:5). “ 

When it comes to recreational habits, I am really amazed at some of the things that 
some Christians try to defend — R-rated movies, social drinking, smoking, mixed 
swimming. We are not supposed to do things just because they are popular!  And if we 
don’t, some will ridicule us. “For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the 
will of the Gentiles - when we walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, 
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. In regard to these, they think it strange that 
you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you” (1 Peter 
4:3-4). 

Christians have the same problem controlling the tongue as the people of the world. 
We lose our tempers, gossip, and sometimes tell or laugh at dirty jokes. 

Worldliness is not just immorality. It is an attitude of heart and mind that puts 
anything else before God. 

Part of our problem in converting people to the Lord is that they often do not see any 
difference that being a Christian has made in our lives. We live like the world, talk like 
the world, go where the world goes, and dress like the world. Some serve God on 
Sunday and live like the world the rest of the time. We must do better. 

 
I Can’t Change 

 “That’s just the way I am. I can’t change.” Have you ever heard a statement like 
this? Or perhaps you’ve heard, “That’s just the way God made me. There’s no way I can 

change.”  
 You’ve probably heard similar comments used to justify everything from 
homosexuality to alcoholism to why someone can’t talk with their friends about Christ… 
and everything in between. Perhaps you and I may have even had related thoughts.  
 But when you boil it down, what is really being said is this: “I believe in God, but 
either He isn’t powerful enough or doesn’t care enough to help me change.” WOW! 
The God who is Creator of all things and gave us life itself is not powerful enough? The 
God who sacrificed His only Son for our sins does not care enough?  
 When confronted with such a realization, the honest heart will comprehend that 
the decision to change…or not change… is a choice we can make. And when it comes 
to choosing whether or not we should change and do God’s will, who do you think is 
trying to convince us that there’s no way we can change? Satan.  
 Or perhaps we find ourselves struggling with obedience to God’s word because 
we want to be independent – our own person. Instead of relying upon God or looking 
for the help of the brethren He gave us, we want to rely upon ourselves. Who do you 
think is rooting for us to continue to try to go it alone? Satan.  
 The father of lies, the master of deception is hard at work trying to convince you 
and me that we cannot change – that we cannot serve God as He desires so we might 
as well quit trying. Or maybe our enemy is working to convince us that we aren’t good 
enough to deserve God’s mercy and His grace so we should just give up now. Or 
perhaps Satan is telling us that our sins really aren’t that bad when compared with the 
world around us…so there is no need to change since God will surely accept us 
anyway. Or possibly he is simply whispering that there is no need to change now since 
there will be plenty of time to obey God when we get old.  
 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing 
that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But may 
the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have 
suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.” (I Pet 5:8-10).  
 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your 
own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil.” (Prov 3:5-7).  
 By turning our lives over to the Lord and relying upon Him alone, we can 
overcome our adversary and serve a life pleasing to God. Let us encourage one 
another toward this end.  
 
By Terry Bennett                                                                                                                    
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