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  As we grow up in this country we have many dreams as youngsters. Generally 
our society encourages young people to grow up and pursue those dreams. After all 
we have an expression called “living the great American dream” we apply to those who 
have succeeded at achieving their goals. While it is true society encourages pursuit of 
dreams, it is not easy due to selfish people who get in the way as they pursue their 
dreams. 
 So, for every success story we see there are many who fail to either pursue the 
dream at all or even if they attempt they never achieve it. 
 We often wonder what really prevented those people from achieving the goals 
they had planned. 
 I am sure there are many factors and it would be difficult to generalize and 
arrive at one reason only. It could be health, physical limitations, financial restraints, 
etc. It could even be that other more appealing opportunities became available. It could 
be that goals and plans were revised to accommodate happiness already achieved, 
such as a family to whom one has decided to devote his time and energy. 
 There is one constant that is required to achieve success. One thing is needed 
to overcome obstacles and withstand adversity and endure the suffering of the 
necessary sacrifices to achievement. That one thing is courage. It can also be 
described as a lack of fear. Refusing to turn back when the challenge seems too much 
for one. 
 Obviously courage is a necessary component to the successful Christian. But 
you may wonder where we are going with this analogy of courage in the pursuit of 
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one’s goals in life. My answer would be that our lives as Christians mirror in effort the 
lives of all men who follow dreams or plans or goals. It just so happens that our goal is to 
inherit heaven when this life is over. Well, in order to do that we will need to overcome 
obstacles and face adversity even more so than those in secular ventures. 
 You see, even our secular ventures are intertwined in our lives as Christians. Paul 
told the Ephesians (6:6,7) and the Colossians (3:22,23) that we are to serve our earthly 
masters (employers) “as unto the Lord.” 
 This may not sound difficult but it does require courage and will be a major 
challenge to the fearful. 
 How do the fearful overcome and serve God courageously? We first have to 
acknowledge God in the equation. What does He want from us and how will He help us 
achieve? Biblical examples of courage on the part of God’s people are numerous but 
let’s consider just a few. 
 Joshua faced a great challenge to lead the people of God following the death of 
Moses. God communicated clearly to him to: 1) Be strong in leading the people into 
Canaan; 2) To faithfully observe the law God had given to Moses; 3) God would as a 
result be with him and guarantee no man could stand before him. (Josh. 1:3-9) 
 This is the same message David gave to Solomon when he charged him to build 
the Temple of God. (By the way that Temple was more glorious than any since.) David 
tells Solomon in 1 Chron. 22:13 that he will prosper if he observes the commandments 
given to Moses by God. His statement is, “be strong and of good courage; fear not, 
neither be dismayed.” 
 This message was conveyed to the kings of Israel and Judah consistently. Even 
when they failed they were reminded of God’s promise to be with them. Asa was 
reprimanded for relying on neighboring Syria rather than God in 2 Chron. 16:9 when the 
prophet told him, “For the eyes of Jehovah run to and fro throughout all the earth, to 
show Himself strong in behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him. Herein thou 
has done foolishly; for from henceforth thou shalt have wars.” 
 This not only reminds us of God’s willingness to encourage and help us achieve 
but it reminds us His promise is contingent upon our faithfulness to Him. 
 How then do these example from the Old Testament apply to our lives? We are 
taught in the New Testament to learn from them that we might have hope. (Rom. 15:4) 
God preserved them in order for us to understand how He has dealt with man in the past 
and will in the future. 
 Many times Jesus demonstrated the power of God to His disciples. He calmed 
the seas and chastised them for their lack of faith. (Matt. 8:26) We must first understand 
that God and Christ have the power to keep their promises. 

 Next, we need to know that with all His power and knowledge, God actually 
cares. Jesus said God is aware of every sparrow. He then makes the point that we are 
more valuable than sparrows and that God knows the very number of the hairs on our 
head. Now does this tell us how much He cares about us? Jesus then concludes we 
should fear Him who can destroy both our body and soul in hell rather than those who 
only have the power to destroy our bodies. This, He says should lead us to confess 
Jesus, the Son of God, before all men everywhere on earth in order for Jesus to 
confess us before His father in heaven. (Matt. 10:28-31) Jesus gives us a lesson in 
logic here while at the same time giving us encouragement through the promises of 
God. 
 The writer of the book of Hebrews says it this way, “It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 10:31) Couple this with the statement of the Apostle 
John that the world will pass away but the person who does the will of God will abide 
forever and we conclude the obvious choice is the Lord. (I John. 2:17) 
 We clearly must choose to trust in God who loves us and has the power to 
protect us or the world who will only use us and attempt to destroy us in the process. 
Shouldn’t be a difficult choice should it? Eternity with God or destruction of our body by 
man and our soul by God. 
 All of this should encourage us to trust in God as Joshua did knowing He is a 
God whose eyes are seeing all that happens in the earth, caring so much for us He 
even knows the numbers of the hairs on our heads. Loving us as He does He 
promises to give us strength and courage to conduct ourselves in His service if we are 
faithful to Him. 
 With this assurance, how can we fail to confess Him before men and proclaim 
the same promise to them He has given us. This will not only execute our responsibility 
as His servants but will avail to them eternal life when they accept His promises. 
 
Some quotes worth pondering . . . 
“You can't build a reputation on what you are going to do.” 
“A good name, like good will, is got by many actions and lost by one.” 
“A hero is an ordinary individual who finds strength to persevere and endure in spite of 

overwhelming obstacles.” 
“Few things are impossible to diligence and skill. Great works are performed not by 

strength, but perseverance.”   The Beacon—Electronic Edition 
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