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THE LENEXA EDIFIER
ROMANS 14:19 ....Let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which one may edify another.

NOVEMBER 4, 2012

 Matt. 5:9  Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of 
God.                                                 
 What kind of peace does Jesus have 
under consideration here? Is He speaking of 
world peace where anger, resentment and 
hatred between men and nations will 
disappear? Such a Utopian society here on 
earth is never intimated or promised by the 
Savior.                                                           
 He says the peacemakers will be 
called sons of God. Notice what John says 
about the children of God. "For this cause the 
world knoweth us not because it knew Him 
not." (1 John 3:1) Actually God's word 
indicates there will always be conflict between 
the world and children of God. It is, as he told 
Moses, a choice between good and evil, life 
and death. (Deut. 30:15) It then is only 
natural that those who choose good and life 
will be at odds with those who choose evil and 
death.                                                          
 Paul tells us the death of Christ was to 
bring those "having no hope and without God 
in the world" into a covenant relationship with 

God. (Eph. 2:12,13) He says this makes 
peace among all men by eliminating the Law 
of Moses which was given to the Jews only, 
"that He might create in Himself of the two, 
one new man, so making peace." (Eph. 2:14) 
 This is called being reconciled to God 
in 2 Cor. 5:18,19. We know "all have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God." (Rom. 
3:23) We are separated from God by that 
sin. (Isa. 59:1,2) It is therefore necessary for 
us to undergo the new birth Jesus 
promised (John 3:3-5) in order for us to be 
reconciled to God. This, then is the peace 
Jesus refers to when identifying peacemakers 
in the Beatitudes.                                           
 In His teaching He goes on to tell us to 
love our enemies in order to be perfect like 
our heavenly Father. (Matt. 5:43-48) The only 
way we can love our enemies as God did is to 
offer them His message of peace. It is the 
gospel of Christ that brings salvation, that is 
reconciliation to God, to mankind. (Rom. 
1:16)                                                                 
 This reconciliation to God, salvation 
from our sins, becoming the children of God is  
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the peace He offers to every man. And while we 
have peace with God, we must understand the 
relationship with the world will always represent 
the battle between the flesh and the spirit. For 
that reason, Paul tells Timothy, "all that would 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution." (2 Tim. 3:12)                                
 It is in this very environment the child of 
God attempts to bring God's peace to all who 
will receive it. Our role and conduct is described 
by James. James 3:17 But the wisdom that is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without variance, without hypocrisy. 18 
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
by them that make peace. This, my friend, is 
loving your enemy as God did and as He has 
commanded us.                                                
 Now it is obvious that peace among men 
on earth is non-existent, at least from a national 
level. Now I am sure there are pockets of peace 
among men, especially those of “like precious 
faith.”  But peace among nations does not exist 
because there is no peace between man and 
the God of heaven.                                              
 As indicated earlier God and Christ have 
never promised such would happen. They have 
not said it could not happen, however. For that 
to take place, men would have to, as a whole, 
secure this peace which comes by being 
reconciled to God. That, of course is a pipe 
dream since Jesus clearly stated the majority of 
men will reject such peace, Matt. 7:13 Enter ye 
in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many are they that enter in thereby.14 For 
narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that 
leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it. 
 But that does not prevent each of us 
from having such peace. Do you have the 
peace that comes through reconciliation to your 
heavenly Father? If so, are you practicing the 
heavenly wisdom that will bring that peace to 
others?

           Honesty With Ourselves              
 In a world where we are constantly 
looking for honest people, that quest seems to 
be getting more difficult. While it may seem that 
many choose to be ignorant of things going on 
and accept the false information fed us by 

politicians and the media, we find it very hard to 
choose the person who is actually honest and 
tells the truth. Truth is apparently relevant to 
whoever is speaking it, for we get different 
stories from all sides. But no matter how others 
treat the truth, it is important that we ourselves 
learn to be honest with ourselves. One way we 
can do this is to know ourselves and place upon 
ourselves the highest standards. Not standards 
of the world which can be manipulated, but the 
standards of God as revealed in the Bible.
 The apostle Paul wrote of this in 1 
Corinthians 4:4 "For I am conscious of nothing 
against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; 
but the one who examines me is the Lord."
 If we would be honest with ourselves, we 
would choose the Lord's standards, and not 
human standards. The true test is to be candid 
and objective about our own situation. We do 
know that we can deceive ourselves. The Bible 
mentions that as well. We tend to view 
ourselves in a better light than we do others. 
Such tends to give us pride where it is not 
merited. 
 We have the "I'm better than you" 
syndrome which really is everyone else's 
problem as well. So we ignore problems in our 
lives, but have no problem identifying the 
problems in others. This is one reason Jesus 
told us to remove the log from our eye before 
we attempt to remove the speck from our 
brother's eye.
 This is just as true in the spiritual realm 
as the physical. Knowing that God is the one 
who judges us should tell us that it is not up to 
us to determine if we are right in what we do. 
What is as plain as day to others might be 
invisible to us. We need a true humility to 
approach God every day as a sinner. Yes, we 
try our best to do things according to His word, 
but we fail. Our attitude should be such as to 
acknowledge our sins just as the Publican in 
Luke 18: "God, be merciful to me a sinner". So 
we need to get out of the "me mentality" and 
seek to learn the truth of God and apply it to 
ourselves. That is very difficult to be sure, but in 
the end we have to know that it is God who 
judges us and He has given us the standard by 
which we will be judged; the Bible.
                                                                                   
    By Carey Scott
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      Conflicts in Calvinism                             
      by Jim Stauffer                                  
 The doctrine of Calvinism is fraught with 
many contradictory statements. These 
statements are made as if they were 
pronouncements from God, when in reality they 
are the manufactured positions of men.  For 
instance, let us take a look at what they call the 
Eternal Decree of God.                                         
 God, from all eternity, did, by the most 
wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely, 
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever 
comes to pass: yet so, as thereby neither is 
God the author of sin, nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the 
liberty or contingency of second causes 
taken away, but rather established.            
 The first question in our mind is, if God 
unchangeably ordained everything that comes 
to pass and sin comes to pass, how do you 
conclude God did not ordain that sin? Now the 
creators of this document would tell you the 
answer is in the clause about second causes. 
While God did unchangeably ordain everything 
that comes to pass, He did not eliminate the 
liberty man has to commit sin by his own 
volition. Of course, that is contradictory to the 
original position, that man has no volition of his 
own.                                                              
 Here is an example intended to explain 
this contradictory position. Jesus told Peter he 
would deny Him three times before the cock 
crowed. Since Jesus is God, this statement had 
to be true. There could be no way Peter would 
not do exactly what Jesus the Son of God said 
he would. However, Peter still did so of his own 
volition. He responded according to his own 
foibles and weak faith and denied the Lord. 
Folks, this is a case of misunderstanding the 
difference in foreknowledge and foreordination. 
When God ordains something, He determines it 
to be. What Jesus did was tell Peter something 
he knew because He was God and privy to 
omniscience. Indeed Peter sinned of his own 
free will, just as all men have from the 
beginning of time.                                        
 Seeing how people will believe 
contradictory statements such as the one cited 
from the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
helps us understand when the same people 

then practice things contrary to the authority of 
this same God they say has unchangeably 
ordained everything that comes to pass.                  
 Follow me now when I question how one 
can believe God has ordained everything and 
has revealed His word to us so we may follow 
His commands and then make the conscious 
choice to take a position regarding salvation 
from sin contrary to the word of God.              
 The very basis for believing He has 
ordained everything is His perfection in all 
things. And yet men who believe this confession 
reject the very word of the God they claim to 
worship. The claim is made that Romans 4 
teaches Abraham was saved by faith only.  
While there is no doubt he was saved because 
of his faith, James tells us he was saved 
because his faith led him to offer Isaac on the 
altar in obedience to God. James 2:24 Ye see 
that by works a man is justified, and not only by 
faith. Because of this failure to understand this 
fundamental principle of obedience to God, they 
teach today that men are saved by faith only. 
The conclusion is that baptism has nothing to 
do with salvation. In reality our baptism is the 
obedience to God that resembles the 
obedience of Abraham in offering his son.     
 The very premise of Calvinism is 
contradictory to both logic and the will of God. 
And sadly, those who believe in Calvinism in 
many instances teach and practice actions 
contradictory to the revealed word of God.    
 What we must never lose sight of is we 
are saved by the grace of God. Eph. 2:8 for by 
grace have ye been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not 
of works, that no man should glory.  The work 
or obedience of baptism is not indicative of one 
earning his salvation, but rather submitting to 
God who commands it rather than man who 
seems intent on avoiding it.                          
     Epitaph and its Response                
       On one man’s headstone                      
As you are now, I once was                                    
As I am now you will be                                        
And so repent and follow me                            
 The reply of one who observed it                
To follow you I’m not content                               
Until I know which way you went                    
 This was told to me by bro. Grant Clothier 
who wishes to express his sincere thanks for 
thoughts and prayers during his illness.
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Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;                                                                                                              
1 Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light:                                                                                                                                           
Psalms 1: 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scoffers; 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on 
his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, that 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the 
wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For 
Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the wicked shall perish.

News and Notes: Let us remember the instruction of our Lord by visiting in whatever way we can, 
Mary Czirr, Terry Czirr, Candiss Cason, Irene Hurd, Wendy Taylor and Grant Clothier.

Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 
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The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren 
who have been “justified 
freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 
3:24) 

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out 
of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of the Son 
of his love, in whom we have 
our redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
(Colossians 1:13,14)

We therefore respect the 
inspired word of God that will 
completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17; 1 Peter 
4:11)

What must one do to be 
saved?
Hear the gospel - 
Romans 10:17
Believe in Christ - 
Heb. 11:6
Repent of sin - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - 
Romans 10:9,10
Be baptized for the 
remission of sins - Acts 
2:38


