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THE LENEXA EDIFIER
ROMANS 14:19 ....Let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which one may edify another.

NOVEMBER 4, 2012

Matt. 5:8  Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God.                                       
 John Wesley said of purity of heart: 
“The pure in heart” are they whose hearts 
God hath “purified even as he is pure;” who 
are purified, through faith in the blood of 
Jesus, from every unholy affection; who, 
being “cleansed from all filthiness of flesh and 
spirit, perfect holiness in the fear of God.” 
They are, through the power of His grace, 
purified from pride by the deepest poverty of 
spirit; from anger, from every unkind or 
turbulent passion, by meekness and 
gentleness; from every desire but to please 
and enjoy God, to know and love him more 
and more by that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness which now engrosses their 
whole soul: so that now they love the Lord 
their God with all their heart and with all their 
soul and mind and strength.                              
 I cite this statement from Wesley 
because he so fluently expresses the scope 
of purity of heart.                                       
 Each of the attributes Jesus demands 
of His disciples in His discourse on the 

mountain are traits we all admire in people we 
know. Jesus is teaching we should each 
possess all of these character blocks as 
children of God. We must not just admire 
people who have them, we are obligated by 
our covenant with God to strive to achieve 
them in our lives.                                      
 The Greek word for pure in this text 
means a heart that has been purified such as 
by fire or trials. It is free of corrupt thoughts as 
it is sanctified or set apart unto God. An 
analogous idea is that of pruning a tree. You 
eliminate all the dead or unsightly parts and 
prepare the tree for future growth.                                            
 Now Jesus introduces this attribute as 
something every Christian should strive to be. 
We must be free from guilt and He has 
provided the cleansing of our guilt through His 
sacrifice on the Cross. We simply then repent 
of our sins and obey His command to be 
baptized into His death and we are freed from 
the guilt of our previous sin and our heart is 
now pure. (Matt. 28:19,20; Rom. 6:3,4) Once 
we have entered this relationship with God 
and Christ we sustain our pure hearts through 
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repentance and prayer for forgiveness when we 
sin.  You see, He has now taught us to keep our 
minds and hearts free from the corruption that 
is in the world and we are prepared to be 
productive in our influence with those we meet 
and know. We have put off the old man and put 
on the new in Christ Jesus. (Eph. 4:22-24)  We 
have succeeded in choosing those things pure 
and righteous which are of God and rejected 
those things of the world which are not. (1 John 
2:15-17)  
 The person with a pure heart reaches a 
greater level of happiness because of it and 
wants the same for others. The effect of his 
pure heart is positive on the lives of others both 
spiritually and secularly.                                                     
 This is the kind of person who inspires 
others to achieve their goals rather than 
constantly discourage by focusing on their 
weaknesses. Now, of course, Jesus is primarily 
teaching us to achieve spiritual goals with a 
spiritual reward in mind.  
 But in everyday walks of our lives we 
have all met someone; a neighbor, teacher, 
coach or employer who has sought out the best 
in us. If we pay attention, we then try to emulate 
that trait. When we do, we observe the 
evidence that following Christ not only reaps 
eternal rewards; it makes the world a better 
place to live.                                                
 When the person with a pure heart 
encourages others to success it enhances his 
life as well as theirs. It affects the lives of 
mankind exponentially as they pass it on to 
others. When that encouragement is in the 
highest level of life, the spiritual realm, it has 
the greatest effect possible.
 Just imagine being able to encourage 
people to follow in the footsteps of Jesus such 
as Paul did with Timothy, Titus, Aquila and 
Priscilla and many more. Then imagine the 
effect their lives had on others with whom they 
had contact. Now we can see how we become 
“the light of the world” and “the salt of the 
earth.”
 Now let me ask you if you agree with this 
premise; following Christ makes one reach the 
pinnacle of man’s potential for good and 
therefore improves the lives of all with whom he 
has contact.

 If you agree, ask yourself if your intention 
is to follow Christ. If the answer is yes, have 
you done what he commanded of those who 
would have a pure heart?

                Needed: More Rattlesnakes        
                                                             
 Once upon a time there was a family of 
wayward church members. One day while Jim, 
John, and Sam were in the woods a large 
rattlesnake bit Sam and he became violently ill. 
The doctor was summoned and did what he 
could, but said they would need divine help, 
too, if Sam were to recover. So the preacher 
and the elders of the church were sent for, and 
they came rushing to Sam's bedside.             
 The preacher was asked to pray and did 
so as follows"
"O wise and righteous Father, we thank Thee 
that in Thy wisdom Thou has sent this 
rattlesnake to bite Sam, in order to bring him to 
his senses. He has not been in the church 
house for years, and it is doubtful that he has in 
all these years, until now, felt the need of 
prayer. It seems, therefore, that what our 
combined efforts could not do, this rattlesnake 
has done. We trust, O Father, that Thou wilt 
send another to bite John and Jim, and a big 
one to bite their father, for we conclude the only 
thing that will help this family is rattlesnakes. So 
send us, we pray Thee, three bigger and better 
rattlesnakes."
 Note: The humorous tale above makes a 
powerful point -- many do not turn to God until 
calamity strikes. During good times many revel 
in their prosperity, feeling a false sense of 
security. Remember the parable of the rich fool 
(Luke 12:16-21) in which the rich man boasted 
of his material wealth while ignoring his spiritual 
poverty. In Luke 15:11ff, we have the parable 
of the lost son. Note that it wasn't until he hit 
rock bottom that he "came to himself" (v.17) 
and returned to his father.
 Have you allowed yourself to become 
confident in your apparent "good life" without 
God? Don't wait for the brethren to start praying 
for a calamity to fall upon you to set you 
straight.                                                           
By Carey Scott based upon an article 
by Unknown
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Temptation
Jim Stauffer

 Jesus gave a warning to His disciples 
while praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Matt. 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak. Again, when teaching them to 
pray, He said pray this way, Matt. 6:13 And 
bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one.
 In His infinite wisdom, Christ knew 
mankind would always face temptation. In each 
of his letters to the seven churches of Asia in 
the book of the Revelation, He promised eternal 
glory to those “who overcome” the temptation to 
fall away from the truth. (Rev. 2&3)
 As Spring finally comes our way, there 
will be many temptations we have not faced 
over the winter. Recreational opportunities will 
abound in the warm weather. Let us be sure to 
prepare ourselves for the temptations that go 
along with those activities. We must maintain 
our modesty and decency of dress as we enjoy 
the beautiful weather to come. We must not 
succumb to the temptation to forsake our 
worship to God and service to our brethren in 
the interest of recreation.
 We must remember the words of our 
Lord, “the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. 

THE PARADOX OF GREATNESS
 In a recent survey of 287 college 
students I was reading about, nearly all of them 
expressed a desire for greatness. At the same 
time, very few perceived any connection 
between greatness and service. This is a 
fascinating index on our times if you consider 
that great men and women of the past are 
generally considered in that light because of 
their service.
 George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 
George Washington Carver, Albert Einstein, 
Marie Curie, Louis Pasteur and many more 
were not considered in the light of "greatness" 
in their day. It was as the sun set on their 
achievements and their service to others 
became obvious that their true greatness began 
to shine. The most unique individual to walk this 

earth, Jesus, the Son of God, exemplified 
greatness by getting down on His knees and 
washing the feet of some who didn't even 
understand what He was doing.

He said in Jno. 13:13-15, "You call Me 
Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I 
am. If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. For I gave you an example that you also 
should do as I did to you."

Let us follow in the steps of our Lord by 
learning the greatness of service. The paradox 
of this path is that those who seek after 
greatness by watching out for self first or 
defending their wants and desires at all costs 
are usually remembered as selfish, boastful, or 
grasping. The one who considers the needs for 
others as more important (Phil. 2:4) and 
humbly takes self off the pedestal of exaltation 
are the ones who are exalted.

Jesus taught in Matt. 20:26-28, "It is not 
so among you, but whoever wishes to become 
great among you shall be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be 
your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many."
 Do you desire to be "great" in the 
kingdom of God? Look around for someone to 
serve! Old or young, married or single, ill or 
healthy -- in some way this week try to assist 
and help someone else. It is you who will reap 
the blessing.
By Carl McMurray via Gospel Power, 
Vol. 13, No. 41, Oct. 8, 2006 

             THE POOR PREACHER                      
 The preacher had just finished his 
sermon for the day and proceeded toward the 
back of the building for his usual greetings and 
handshaking as the congregation left the 
service. One young man shook the preacher’s 
hand and he could tell he had something in his 
hand. When he asked what it was the boy said 
it was money for him. The preacher told the boy 
he did not want his money. The young boy said, 
“I want you to have it. My daddy says you’re the 
poorest preacher we ever had and I want to 
help you.”           
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Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;                                                                                                              
1 Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light:                                                                                                                                           
Psalms 1: 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scoffers; 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on 
his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, that 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the 
wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For 
Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the wicked shall perish.

News and Notes: Let us remember the instruction of our Lord by visiting in whatever way we can, 
Mary Czirr, Terry Czirr, Candiss Cason, Irene Hurd, Wendy Taylor and Dr. Teresa Gatton, mother 
of Jordan Umphress.

Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 
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The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren 
who have been “justified 
freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 
3:24) 

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out 
of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of the Son 
of his love, in whom we have 
our redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
(Colossians 1:13,14)

We therefore respect the 
inspired word of God that will 
completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17; 1 Peter 
4:11)

What must one do to be 
saved?
Hear the gospel - 
Romans 10:17
Believe in Christ - 
Heb. 11:6
Repent of sin - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - 
Romans 10:9,10
Be baptized for the 
remission of sins - Acts 
2:38


