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THE LENEXA EDIFIER
ROMANS 14:19 ....Let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which one may edify another.

NOVEMBER 4, 2012

! Matt. 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy.
! Eph. 5:1 Be ye therefore imitators of 
God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, 
even as Christ also loved you, and gave 
himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for an odor of a sweet smell.
 We are to emulate Christ as He walked 
in love if we are to be imitators of God. Christ 
placed us before Himself. Paul explains we 
are to do the same when he says in Phil. 
2:3,4 counting other better than himself not 
looking each of you to his own things but each 
of you also to the things of others. He further 
tells us in Col. 3:12, Put on therefore, as 
God’s elect, holy and beloved, a heart of 
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, 
longsuffering; 
 Christ left the glories of heaven, seated 
on the right hand of God to come to earth and 
live the lowly life of an itinerant preacher. He 
taught in His message and His life, the proper 
values.
 His mission was one of compassion 
borne out of love. Rom. 5:8 But God 

commendeth his own love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Paul says those for whom he died “should no 
longer live unto themselves but unto him who 
for their sakes died and rose again.” (2 Cor. 
5:14,15) The point of these passages 
combined is we should live as Christ did in an 
effort to save the lost. (Lk.19:10)
 Our ability to live up to such a 
responsibility is bound up in becoming 
selfless as Christ was. Until we do we will 
always find ourselves fighting between 
extending compassion or preserving what we 
deem to be ours, whether it be our financial 
resources or our time.
 It is no shame that we, the children of 
God, live in a nation of such wealth and have 
luxuries He never enjoyed on earth. It is a 
shame if we use that wealth to our personal 
enjoyment without compassion on the souls of 
others.
 Jesus did not try to bring material wealth 
to others, but he did care about their needs. 
He fed 4000 men beside women and children 
with seven loaves and a few fishes because 
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the people had been three days without food. 
(Matt. 15:32ff) Yes, this situation afforded the 
opportunity to demonstrate He was the Son of 
God by performing a miracle. But the fact 
remains He did so out of compassion for their 
needs.                                                                    
 Jesus lived and died to change the 
hearts and lives of men. It is the badge of a 
Christian to have love and compassion for his 
brother. Jesus says it is our identification to the 
world. John 13:34 A new commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.             
 Just as we do with members of our own 
body, we should show preference to the 
members of the Lord’s body when they are in 
need. 1Cor. 12:26 And whether one member 
suffereth, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice 
with it. 27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
severally members thereof.                                  
 It behooves us then to mature as His 
children to the point we can truly count others 
better than ourselves. His values must be ours.

PRIVACY
	
 "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather expose them. For 
it is shameful even to speak of those things 
which are done by them in secret" (Eph. 
5:11,12)    	
                                                        
	
 One of the more twisted concepts to 
reach "political correctness" in our current 
social environment is the idea that one's 
personal life is inviolable (immune from scrutiny 
or public censure). As with most "politically 
correct" notions, this one is applied in a terribly 
subjective and inconsistent manner and is often 
interjected when one wishes to act against 
traditional moral and ethical standards. Jesus 
said, "This is the condemnation, that the light 
has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed. But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be 
clearly seen, that they have been done in 
God" (Jno. 3:19-21).

 A while back, an article appeared in the 
local newspaper concerning a judge in Provo, 
Utah charged with bigamy. He is a "Latter Day 
Saint" (Mormon) who first married in 1965. He 
has subsequently married two of his wife's 
sisters, one in 1975 and another in 1985. While 
the judge was fighting to maintain his position 
on the bench, his attorneys argued that what he 
does in the privacy of his home and personal 
relationships does not keep him from being an 
impartial, fair judge. They said that, even 
though he is breaking the laws of his state that 
he swore to uphold, his privacy should be 
respected.                                                       
 The applications being made in our 
country to individual right of privacy are truly 
amazing. It is acceptable in our society to 
deliberately abort an unborn child. This murder 
is sanctioned on the ground that the mother has 
the right of personal privacy and that allows her 
to choose to take another human life, to kill her 
baby. And gay rights activists argue that their 
right to privacy should be enough for the state 
to support their homosexual and lesbian 
marriages. While we all cherish our 
constitutional right to confidential personal, 
private information and activity, the framers of 
our constitution did not intend to give citizens 
the right to break the law, redefine values, and 
engage in every sort of perversion under the 
cloak of some generic right to privacy.     
 Beyond the evil of these deeds, however, 
is the fact that they are not "private." Those 
advocating abortion are marching in the streets. 
Those who want to take homosexual mates are 
"out of the closet" and into our homes via the 
air- waves. And this judge who feels free to 
break the laws of his own state sits in judgment 
on criminals in behalf of everyone else.           
 Be all that as it may, God will judge all 
our "private" deeds, even those allowed by our 
courts (Rom. 1:18-32). Moses warned Israel to 
do God's Will and "if you do not do so, then 
take note, you have sinned against the Lord; 
and be sure your sin will find you out" (Num. 
32:23). He further said, "You have set our 
iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light 
of your countenance" (Psa. 90:8). Paul said, 
"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
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reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit 
will of the Spirit reap everlasting life" (Gal. 
6:7,8).                                                           
 Some of the great stories of the Bible are 
aimed at dispelling notions of sinning with 
impunity and escaping judgment because evil 
could be hidden from God. Achan hid spoils 
from Jericho but God publicly exposed him 
(Jos. 7:10-26). David took Bathsheba and 
Nathan came to say, "Thou art the man" (2 
Sam. 12:7). Therefore, David prayed, "Cleanse 
me from secret faults" (Psa. 19:12).        
 Solomon said, "He who covers his sins 
will not prosper, but whoever confesses and 
forsakes them will have mercy" (Prov. 28:13). 
Reflecting on his own guilt and subsequent 
forgiveness, David said, "When I kept silent, my 
bones grew old through my groaning all the day 
long. For day and night Your hand was heavy 
upon me; my vitality was turned into the drought 
of summer. I acknowledged my sin to You, and 
my iniquity, I have not hidden. I said 'I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord,' and 
You forgave the iniquity of my sin" (Psa. 
32:3-5).                                                       
 Privacy is precious. But rather than 
providing the hidden cave for immorality and 
ungodliness, the privacy we cherish is a shelter 
for our modesty. It is a refuge for godly propriety 
a haven for live and comfort, a retreat in which 
peace and joy can be found. It is a home 
providing communion with our families and 
friends. It is a sanctuary of prayer to God. 

By C.G. "Colly" Caldwell in Biblical Insights

A Christian Left the Christian Church 
And Some Churches of Christ Left 
Christ                                                        
	
 One thing that impressed me in studying 
the institutional question prior to our coming out 
of such in 1986, was the material by brother 
Floyd Decker explaining why he left the 
Christian Church denomination in 1930.           
 It was impressive from the standpoint 
that he stated the Christian Church practiced 
many items which the churches of Christ did not 
at the time. Yet, these are items now commonly 
practiced by both groups. It helped me to see 

that there had been a drifting among many 
churches of Christ. Since then, I have used this 
in both sermons and articles to illustrate this 
fact.                                                                    
	
 Some of the reasons he left the Christian 
Church as listed in his article included:         
"The Christian Church has missionary, 
benevolent and educational organizations to 
execute the work of the church, the church of 
Christ does not."                                                
"The Christian Church emphasizes society and 
the physical man by appealing to carnal nature 
with church carnivals, bands, plays, choruses, 
dramatics, kitchens, church camps, and 
elaborate fellowship halls. The churches of 
Christ do not."                                                    
"The Christian Church has Educational 
Directors, Associate Ministers, and Youth 
Directors. The church of Christ has Elders, 
Deacons, Evangelists and Teachers."        
	
 Usually, after each of these points, I 
state "The Churches of Christ do now have 
these. What would brother Decker have said 
concerning these Churches of Christ? Would he 
then have had an article over why these 
Churches have left Christ?" This is pointed out 
not because he was inspired, but to try to show 
how far some churches have gone today and 
that most mainstream Churches of Christ are 
now doing things over which brother Decker left 
the Christian Church.                                               
	
 It was unknown to me however, until 
recently, that brother Decker did indeed deal 
with these issues within his life. In fact, 18 years 
after leaving the Christian Church, he dealt with 
the institutional issues that were springing up 
within some churches of Christ. Not only is this 
useful to show that it was recognized as a 
departure, but that it was being dealt with prior 
to 1955, the date that so many institutionals 
have claimed "no one opposed these items 
prior to 1955."                                                              
   by Wayne Goforth

All the available evidence goes to show that the 
reverse of evolution is true. For instance, we 
have all seen men making monkeys of 
themselves, but no one ever saw a monkey 
making a man of himself.                                  
    R.L. Whiteside



page4
Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;

1 Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light:

Psalms 1: 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scoffers; 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on 
his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, that 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the 
wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For 
Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the wicked shall perish.

News and Notes: Let us remember the instruction of our Lord by visiting in whatever way we can, 
Mary Czirr, Terry Czirr, Candiss Cason, Irene Hurd, Wendy Taylor and Jan Patrick.

Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 
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The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren 
who have been “justified 
freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 
3:24) 

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out 
of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of the Son 
of his love, in whom we have 
our redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
(Colossians 1:13,14)

We therefore respect the 
inspired word of God that will 
completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17; 1 Peter 
4:11)

What must one do to be 
saved?
Hear the gospel - 
Romans 10:17
Believe in Christ - 
Heb. 11:6
Repent of sin - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - 
Romans 10:9,10
Be baptized for the 
remission of sins - Acts 
2:38


