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Meeting Times:
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“What Does WWJD Mean to You?” 

                                           by Jim Stauffer

When we ask ourselves “What Would Jesus 
Do?”, are we implying He was a social worker while 
on earth? And do we then believe any ideas men can 
invent to increase the scope of that social work is 
justified?     

It seems mankind is often found “jumping to 
conclusions”. By that phrase I mean our conclusions 
are not based on an accurate application of principles 
taught. Instead they are an emotional reach that goes 
beyond such application.

The principles Jesus taught then are applied to 
the church rather than to the individual. Instead of 
“What Would Jesus Do?”, it becomes, “What Should 
the Church Do?”

An example of this can easily be seen in the 
story Jesus relates about the Samaritan who helped 
the man wounded and robbed on the side of the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. (Lk. 10:25-37) What was 
Jesus teaching on this occasion and to whom does 
the lesson apply? He was answering a question 
about who a man’s neighbor was and how one 
should show love toward him. He taught us the 
proper condition of the heart of a disciple and the 
action that would lead one to take.

Since the church was not even established at 
that time and Jesus makes no greater application of 
His teaching than to the individual to whom He was 
speaking, the principle He taught is simply and easily 
applied. A disciple of Jesus is to be compassionate 

and do what he can to help his neighbor when he is 
in need. His neighbor is further identified as the man 
he encounters in need. 

Understand there was no call for a committee to 
oversee a community or nationwide project to solve a 
local or national social issue here. This was a lesson 
on what an individual should do when he finds his 
neighbor in need.

Often lost in the discussion is the value of the 
lesson to the one showing compassion by providing 
the help needed. Men become so focused on solving 
social issues on a broader scale, they forget Jesus is 
teaching each of us the proper condition of the heart 
of a disciple of His. 

As a result, I have no problem with asking what 
Jesus would do in a given situation. We are His 
disciples and are called to walk in His steps. (1 Pet. 
2:21-24; Eph. 5:1,2) But when we take His lesson on 
compassion and neighborly love and turn them into 
church activities we have “jumped to a conclusion” 
that is unwarranted by the principle taught.

We see this principle violated pretty much across 
the board these days. People take the passage 
where Jesus teaches us to turn the other cheek. 
(Mat. 5:38) and apply it to national policy on capital 
punishment. Jesus did not legislate government 
policy. He taught His disciples how to conduct 
themselves righteously in the face of unrighteous     
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continued from page 1                                    
treatment. In fact, the Holy Spirit, sent by Jesus 
revealed governments are empowered by God to 
decide what laws should rule their people and to 
enforce those laws. (Rom. 13:1ff)

The history of God’s people has taught that 
individual righteousness determines the condition of 
the whole instead of the other way around.

For instance, the prophets of the Old Testament, 
Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, 
etc. all decried the state of unrighteousness among 
God’s people. The rich oppressed the poor and 
selfishness had run amuck. Micah describes it as men 
devising iniquity and working evil on their beds. (Mic. 
2:1) They were laying awake at night to find ways to 
scheme and deceive. While this behavior was passed 
down from the leaders of the people, this was not a 
mandated group action. Be sure you understand the 
unrighteousness of Israel and Judah was an individual 
thing. It soon became a national problem but it did so 
by one individual mimicking the evil of another until 
God determined their iniquity was full and judgment 
needed to come.

The point is righteousness as taught by God to the 
people of the Old Testament and as taught by Jesus in 
the New Testament must be learned and practiced by 
each individual. 

We cannot achieve the righteousness demanded 
by Christ for His disciples through any action of the 
group.

When individuals understand the lessons of 
righteous conduct taught by the Lord, they will act 
accordingly and the church as a whole will become 
stronger as each individual unit is strengthened.

Taking the principles Jesus taught for individual 
conduct and turning them into a social activity for the 
church does nothing to develop righteous conduct in 
each disciple of Christ. It only masks the deficiency of 
each person who fails to practice such righteous 
conduct on his own. 

What results from such a misapplication of Jesus’ 
lessons corrupts the church by making it a social 
organization involved in activities it was never intended 
for and weakening the individual disciple who attempts 
to accomplish his personal discipleship by way of 
group activities.

       THE POWER TO FORGIVE OTHERS
“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 

our debtors” (Matthew 6:12).
Jesus taught us to pray by putting God first and 

our needs second (Matthew 6:9-13). We need our 
past sins forgiven by God's grace in order to be right 
with Him. This blessing is conditional. We can only be 
forgiven by God, as we are willing to forgive others.

In the NT, there are two aspects of forgiveness. 
This is a difficult concept for some to grasp. In the two 
parts of forgiveness, one is directed toward the 
offender and  the other is directed toward the offense. 
First, we should have an unconditional attitude of 
mercy toward the offender, like Jesus did on the cross: 
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing" (Lk. 23:34). Only when I forgive others do I 
appreciate how much God has forgiven me. To refuse 
to forgive is to burn the bridge over which we all must 
pass to enter heaven. “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall receive mercy” (Matthew 5:8). 

Second, the particular offense can only be 
pardoned (remitted, canceled) when the person 
repents of the wrong, which is how God pardons 
(forgives, cancels) a sin (Acts 3:17-19). It's 
noteworthy that the Random House Unabridged 
Dictionary picks up these 2 sides of "forgive," defined 
as "to grant pardon for remission of an offense or 
debt...to cease to feel resentment against."

Forgiveness is hard, but by nursing a grudge it 
won’t get any better! Forgiving others is a matter of 
spiritual life or death. Jesus says, “If you forgive others 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15). We all need 
forgiveness of our sins to make it to heaven; learning 
to forgive is matter of spiritual life or death! 

The power to forgive the offenses of others comes 
from the power of Christ within (Acts 7:60). The love 
of God cleanses our hearts and empowers our lives. 
So, we must be in a right relationship with Him to be 
empowered to forgive like He did. If we have a merciful  
heart and learn to forgive like Jesus, we will set a 
prisoner free, and that prisoner is yourself from the 
bonds of bitterness.                                                             

      by Frank Walton
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HOW TO BUILD GOOD CHARACTER
Character is the accumulation of qualities that 

distinguishes one person from another. Character is 
not just one single trait, but the accumulation of all a 
person is, the sum total of all his traits.

Someone has suggested that reputation is what 
others think us to be, character is what God knows us 
to be.

How does a person develop and maintain a good 
character?

By Getting In Touch With Yourself: -- Aristotle 
was not far off the mark when he suggested that one 
should "know thyself." Personal integrity is the key to 
developing a good character. We have to ascertain 
and admit to what we need in order to form a good 
character. In order to know where you're going, you 
must first realize where you are. "He that speaketh 
truth in his heart" -- that's necessary to the 
development of a good character (Psa. 15:1,2).

By A Constant Contact With God: -- It is He who 
defines what is a good character, for it is He who has 
defined what is good in the first place. His Word is not 
only an expression of What and What He is, but a 
revelation of how we can become like Him, or be a 
"partaker of the divine nature" (2 Pet. 1:4). His Word 
tells us which way to go. A man of character does not 
walk just anywhere, but "his delight is in the law of the 
Lord and in His law doth he meditate both day and 
night" (Psa. 1:2). "Wherewith shall a young man 
cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to 
Thy Word" (Psa. 119:9). A man's character is 
developed by paying due attention to where he is 
going, to his path of pursuit, and that means a 
constant contact with the Father.

By Accumulating -- A Little At A Time -- The 
 Right Pieces Of Holiness: -- Holiness is not 
some huge characteristic (notice the word, please) 
that a person somehow suddenly develops, but rather 
the piecing together of small bits and pieces of 
goodness and piety. Small habits -- those little acts of 
kindness and goodness -- are what define a person's 
character. Holiness helps to define a man's character 
by setting him apart from the trivial dross of life; it is 
observed in his habitual acts of goodness. Holiness 

illustrates in one's life the character of God. "But as He 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation" (1 Pet. 1:15).

By Regular Exposure To Right Influences: -- 
One of the ways we develop good character is by 
observing and associating with people whom we know 
to be of good character. Time spent with a good 
person will increase your chances of having been 
good yourself. "And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together..." (Heb. 10:24). We 
need each other. What one man lacks, another man 
has. What another has, one man lacks. "Be thou an 
example of the believers" is good advice, and to find 
and follow those who set good examples helps to 
formulate right courses and plan right avenues of 
pursuit. Character is helped considerably by 
associating with those who have it.

By Looking Forward To The Reward: -- 
Character and hope run on the same track. One who 
has an abiding trust in God and His Word will build the 
kind of character that assures for him an eventual 
heavenly home. "Who shall dwell in Thy Holy Hill? He 
that worketh righteousness," we are told. (Psa. 15:2). 
Those who have placed a high value and importance 
on a well-orchestrated life are fit for an entrance into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ (2 Pet. 1:11). Our hope helps us see the need 
for a holy character by connecting us to that which has 
the highest quality and value -- eternal life.

Please be advised -- the absence of these things 
in our lives will result in our having a distorted view of 
what is important in life, and cause us to place 
emphasis and enthusiasm on the wrong things.

                              By Dee Bowman   

Psa. 7:8 Jehovah ministereth judgment to 
the peoples: Judge me, O Jehovah, 
according to my righteousness, and to mine 
integrity that is in me.
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Eph. 2:19-21 “So then ye are no more strangers and 
sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of  
the household of  God, being built upon the foundation of  the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself  being the chief  
corner stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed 
together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord.”

Psalms 1:1-6 “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of  the wicked, nor standeth in the way of  
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of  the scoffers; but his delight 
is in the law of  Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate 
day and night.  And he shall be like a tree planted by 
streams of  water, that bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 
whose leaf  also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper. The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff  
which the wind driveth away. Therefore the wicked shall not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of  the 

righteous. For Jehovah knoweth the way of  the righteous; but 
the way of  the wicked shall perish.” 

Let us remember the instruction of  our Lord by 
visiting in whatever way we can, Jan Patrick, 
Alma Baumgartner, and Candiss Cason. 
Mary Czirr had successful surgery Friday of  this 
week and is recuperating at home. J.R. Daniel 
remains at Indian Creek Care Center at 103rd and 
Metcalf  for therapy.

Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of  
these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.

News & Notes
by Jim Stauffer

The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren who 
have been “justified freely by 
his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:24).

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out of 
darkness and translated into 
the kingdom of the Son of his 
love, in whom we have our 
redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).

We therefore respect the 
inspired Word of God that will 

completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God (2 
Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Peter 
4:11).
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 
SAVED?

•HEAR the gospel, Romans 
10:17

•BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, 
Hebrews 11:6

•REPENT of sin, Acts 17:30

•CONFESS Christ as Lord, 
Romans 10:9-10

•BE BAPTIZED for the 
remission of sins, Acts 2:38

VISITORS WELCOME!


