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IS THERE A VALUE IN GOSPEL MEETINGS?                     
By Jim Stauffer

Why do we have Gospel Meetings? It is a method of 
accomplishing what God asks us to do.

One of the offices in the church that was established 
by the Lord is that of evangelist. An evangelist is one 
who communicates the message of evangelism, the 
gospel. Both words come from the same family of 
Greek words which simply mean good news or glad 
tidings.

Since the church is responsible for spreading the 
good news, or evangelizing, we use various methods 
and opportunities to do so. Gospel Meetings represent 
such an opportunity. We invite the entire community to 
come hear the word of God, the gospel taught from our 
pulpit.

We have a Gospel Meeting scheduled for 
September 15-18 this year. We are hopeful many will 
come and hear the good news of the salvation of 
mankind from sin, by way of the sacrifice of the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ.

Evangelists are also instrumental in building up the 
body of Christ (Eph. 4:11). Gospel Meetings serve the 
local church in edifying the saints. Evangelism is as we 
say, the promulgation of the truth of God’s word. That 
will in itself build up the body in love (Eph. 4:16).

Gospel Meetings are an event where the truth is 
preached. Jesus said, “and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.”” (John 8:32) Reading on 
beyond that passage the Jews claimed they were not 
under any bondage. But as His word tells us we are all 
under the bondage of sin (Rom. 3:23). So, the freedom 
truth provides enables us to have life instead of the 
wages of sin (Rom. 6:23).

Preaching the gospel was likened to sowing seed by 
our Lord in Luke 8. In that parable He teaches us it is 
not our responsibility to evaluate the soil upon which the 
seed is sown (the hearts of those to whom we preach).
But rather it is our role to spread the seed to all the soil 
and allow the seed to work on the hearts of those who 
hear it. For that reason, we express our invitation to all

who would hear what the Savior has to say regarding 
redemption and salvation. It was the apostle Paul who 
said, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing 
the growth.” (1 Corinthians 3:6)

It was the Lord who said His disciples should 
provide for the needy as they have opportunity (Mat. 
25:34-46; 10:40-42). Yet, it was the same Son of God 
who pointed out the greater value of spiritual things 
over those temporal or material things (Mat. 6:19-21, 
33,34). It is in recognition of this teaching we bring the 
spiritual message of the gospel to our community.

We have an old expression, “You can lead a horse 
to water but you cannot make him drink.” It is true there 
are those who will always be disrespectful of God’s 
word (Mat. 7:6; Acts 13:46). We cannot force the 
gospel on anyone nor would we try. It is, however our 
desire to be obedient to the Master and offer it to any 
and all we may contact.

With this attitude in mind, we ask you to consider 
coming to hear Berry Kercheville preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ at this Gospel Meeting we have 
scheduled.

We plead with you. Give serious consideration to 
the impact of deciding to disregard the word of God.
The warnings are clear in Scripture. God recognizes the 
need of every man for redemption and has offered it 
through His Son. But whether we accept it is our 
decision to make. He has promised us an eternal 
inheritance if we accept His offer of salvation. But He 
also warned us we will stand before Him in judgment 
and our righteousness will be the basis of judgment 
(Acts 17:31). Therefore we will give an account for the 
deeds we have done in the body whether good or bad 
(2 Cor. 5:10). “So then each one of us will give an 
account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12) Paul says, 
every knee shall bow and that every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God, the Father. 
(Phil. 2:10)

Rom. 14:19 
So then let us 
follow after 
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may edify one 
another.
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The Great Invitation
What is the greatest invitation ever given? Hear the 

profound words of Jesus: "Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your 
souls. For My yoke is easy and My load is light" (Matt. 
11:28-30, NASB).
1. The Great Invitation Is Given To All, Without 
Distinction Or Exception. This invitation is universal and 
timeless in scope, available to anyone at anytime. To be 
"somebody" in Hollywood or a "bigwig" in politics, you 
must be at all the right parties and functions to be with 
all the right people. When Prince Charles and Lady Di 
recently visited Washington, D.C. and a social gala was 
given in their honor, the hot topic was, "Who will be 
invited?" The "have's" get an invitation; and the "have 
not's" don't. Haven't we all felt the sting of being left out 
when others were invited and we weren't? On the 
school yard, who wouldn't have felt a little insignificant if 
picked last when choosing up sides for a ball game?
Jesus calls everyone who will respond, regardless of 
your name, your past, your accomplishments, where 
you live, how much money you have in the bank, where 
you work, what you look like, your education or the 
color of your skin. No one is insignificant! Everyone is 
important, whether great or small. To God, you are just 
as important as anyone who has ever lived. Jesus plays 
no favorites (Acts 10:34).
2. The Great Invitation Centers Upon Christ. The 
combined philosophies of the greatest, most brilliant 
and powerful men who ever lived cannot answer life's 
greatest questions, "Who am I? Where did I come 
from? Where am I going? What is the purpose of life?" 
Only Jesus can say with authority, "Come to Me" and 
"learn of Me." He alone boldly proclaims to be the one 
and only answer in life's quest for meaning (Jn. 14:6). 
He is unique -- the Jesus of history, the Christ of 
salvation and the Lord of life. He will be the standard 
and Judge of human conduct on that final Day (Acts 
17:31; 2 Cor. 5:10). Apart from Him, there is no solution 
to the problem of sin.

In coming to Jesus, it's much more than just 
intellectual agreement to a series of religious facts, but 
it ultimately focuses upon complete loyalty to His 
person (Jn. 14:15; 15:14). He is the center of this living 
relationship. Sin is a personal betrayal of our allegiance 
to Him. So, we must trust and obey Him in view of all 
that He is: Immanuel ("God with us"), the Lamb of God, 
the Prince of life, the Lord of glory, the Bread of Life, the 
Light of the world, the First and the Last, the 
Resurrection and the Life, and the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. What an exclusive and exhaustive 
relationship this is!
3. The Great Invitation Solves Man's Greatest Problem. 
Jesus summons the "weary," those fatigued by 

exhausting struggles and toils. "Heavy-laden" conveys 
the idea of those overloaded with crushing burdens too 
heavy to bear alone. Such refers to the bitter fruit of sin.
Sin is man's greatest problem. It's the only thing God 
hates. It's the only thing that can forever condemn one 
to hell. It's the only thing that caused Jesus to be 
crucified.

It basically means "to miss the mark," which 
conveys falling short of God's glory (the potential good 
for which God created man). It's an addicting, cruel 
enslavement to Satan. We're held in "the snare of the 
devil, having been held captive by him to do his will" (2 
Tim. 2:26). Satan (Gr. satanas. "an adversary") seeks 
only our harm. He works to blind men to their true 
spiritual condition or to be inflated with pride over their 
"learning" or self-importance.

For example, Jacque Monod, a Nobel prize winning 
molecular biologist and an evolutionist, echoes the 
"enlightened" elimination of man's eternal dimension. 
What's man's origin? He says, "Our number came up in 
a Monte Carlo game." What does this mean? "Man 
must at last...wake to his total solitude, his fundamental 
isolation. Now does he at least realize that, like a gypsy, 
he lives on the boundary of an alien world. A world 
that's deaf to his music, just as indifferent to his hopes 
as it is to his suffering or his crimes" (quoted in The 
Complete Works of Francis A. Schaeffer, 1:359). Such a 
world-view that man is an accident of blind chance 
which arose from the slime and not the sublime, taken 
to its logical end, leads only to despair. There's no 
standard to determine the ultimate meaning of life. 
Bertrand Russell, agnostic philosopher, said, "We stand 
on the shore of an ocean, crying to the night and the 
emptiness; sometimes a voice answers out of the 
darkness. But it is a voice of one drowning; and in a 
moment the silence returns."

Some turn to the fleeting fun of sin. But since we're 
built for another world, worldly pursuits can't satisfy the 
spiritual needs of man. It's like trying to run a diesel car 
on gasoline. Sin's deceitfulness is seen in its emptiness 
and self-defeating futility, being devoid of enduring 
satisfaction. Ernest Hemingway killed himself at the 
height of his literary powers. He said, "I'm as empty as 
a radio tube with no current and the batteries dead." 
Ralph Barton, a cartoonist, wrote, "I have difficulties, 
many friends, great successes; I have gone from wife to 
wife, and from house to house, visited great countries 
of the world, but I'm fed up with inventing devices to fill 
up 24 hours of the day." This was from his suicide note. 
Is life worth living?

Only Jesus can make life worth living by His offer: "I 
will give you rest." In Him, we discover the gift of 
refreshing rest from worry, uncertainty, and despair. He 
frees us from the tyranny of sin. He gives peace of 
mind, enduring joy and a satisfying purpose.                 
4. The Great Invitation Gives Man Direction. Jesus 



says, "Take My yoke upon you." A literal yoke was a 
wooden frame placed upon animals' necks to help 
evenly distribute the weight of pulling a heavy load or 
plowing. In Jesus' day, the rabbis commonly used it 
symbolically illustrating assumption of the Law's total 
obligations. Jesus uses it as a metaphor for the 
challenging discipline of learning to be a disciple. Yoking 
with Jesus is to learn of Him.

We Put Christ on at baptism (Gal. 3:27). We 
"learn" (Gr. Mathete) to be a "disciple" (Or. mathaw) as 
we look to Jesus as the model of what we can become 
(2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 4:19; Lk. 6:40). This life is the 
classroom for eternity. His yoke joins us to Him in an 
obedient relationship of personal devotion (Acts 11:23). 
Do I ask myself, "What would Jesus do in this situation?" 
Learning is a permanent change of behavior. Do I really 
have "the mind of Christ" or am I only outwardly 
conforming to a religious maze of man-made traditions or 
handed-down procedures while being devoid of true, 
inner spiritual change?

Seeing His glory in the Gospels, I see how He dealt 
with the weak, the slow, the hurting, the misguided, and 
the false teachers. I learn the practical side of 
compassion, courage, kindness, understanding, and a 
forgiving heart. I see His face and overcome temptation. 
I gain bold confidence as I meditate upon His powerful 
example, trusting the Father in face of great obstacles 
and discouragement. "The one who says he abides in 
Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as he 
walked" (1 Jn. 2:6). Am I His co-laborer?
Gentle and Humble

We enjoy this daily walk with Him because He's 
"gentle and humble in heart." "Gentle" or "meek" (KJV) 
means "power under control." His yoke doesn't chafe, 
nor is it an oppressive burden. He's not unduly harsh, but 
understanding and patient with all men. Being "lowly" or 
"humble in heart," He's not abrasive, intolerant or 
unforgiving. Although He has high standards, He won't 
give up easily on us. He always cares (Heb. 2:18). His 
humility shows us how to be a servant that God will exalt. 
He served others and the Father above selfish 
considerations in meticulous obedience (Mk. 10:45; Jn. 
8:29).
A New Way of Life

By learning of Him, He promises, "You shall find rest 
for your souls." His rest isn't inactivity or exemption from 
difficulties. It's rest from struggling to "get ahead in life," 
anxiety over the future, frustration in circumstances, and 
the miserable futility of sin's gnawing cravings. His rest 
eliminates bitterness, hate, grudges to "get even," envy, 
ego battles, irritability, and stress. His rest is peace, joy, 
hope and love manifested in a radiant Christ-like lifestyle. 
Nietzche, the atheist philosopher, critiqued "Christianity": 
"They would have to sing better songs to me that I might 
believe in their redeemer: his disciples would have to 
look more redeemed!" Are we glad we're Christians? 
Let's inform our face about it! The world is watching.

His yoke is "easy" (good, comfortable, pleasant, 
kindly). It fits well. It was custom-made by our Creator for 
man's good. Corporations pay millions for insight from 
expert consultants. Yet God's infinite wisdom for the 
better life is free. God's purpose for men is in the yoke of 
Christ. Trusting obedience is delightful, since this is how 
we're designed to work best. It yields the greatest quality 
of life known to man (Jn. 10:9-10). His load isn't a harsh 
burden but "light." We gain the needed strength in 
following Him as we're "renewed day by day" (2 Cor. 
4:16). "His commandments are not burdensome" (1 Jn. 
5:3). We grow in the power to change ourselves and the 
world when we take up the yoke of Christ. He can make 
us all we're capable of becoming.

Jesus is offering us a challenging invitation. Will you 
accept it?

                            by W. Frank Walton

          

           Remember, “Who is Speaking?”                        
The new Bible student can get confused easily. How 

many of us remember getting the Old Testament and 
New Testament mixed up? For that matter, there are still 
preachers, who SHOULD know better, who go to the Old 
Testament Law of Moses for verses on salvation so it 
should come as no surprise that ‘newbies’ would have 
some problems. This is true especially if someone with 
just enough knowledge to be dangerous decides to play 
the devil’s advocate!                                                            

For example it came as a complete shock to me 
when, as one looking at the scriptures for the first time 
for myself, a ‘friend’ asked if I knew the Bible was full of 
lies. I of course said that it was not and they took me 
straight to Genesis 2 where God had told Adam and Eve 
that they were not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil for in the day you eat of it you shall surely 
die, 16f. Then in Genesis 3:4 Satan told Eve during his 
temptation of her that “You shall not surely die!” “See! A 
lie in the very beginning of the book! How can you 
believe it?”                                                                       

The fact that an obvious lie was to be found in the 
scriptures threw me for a loop! I thought that the Bible 
was completely true! Well, of course the explanation is 
not difficult to see. Remember, who is speaking? Here it 
is Satan who is lying and God is telling us the truth about 
Satan’s lie. God is preserving an accurate representation 
of the conversation between Satan and Eve.                                                                                

The fact that Satan is lying should not surprise us at 
all since he is a liar from the beginning and the father of 
all lies, John 8:44.                                                      

Cleveland Reddinger



Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate 
day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its 
season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, 
But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, 
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the 
way of the wicked shall perish.
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      What Must I Do To Be Saved?         
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10


