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       All These Died In Faith                   
All these died in faith, without having received the 

promises, but having seen them and having welcomed 
them from a distance, and having confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth (Heb. 11:13)  

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is our go to 
chapter on faith. It is a passage that tells us about the 
faith of some men and women of the Old Testament 
who accomplished some remarkable things during the 
course of their lives on this earth.

For me (I hope also for you) there are three powerful 
statements that stand out in verses 13-16 of the 11th 
chapter of Hebrews, two of which are found in verse 
13. Speaking about Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob, 
the writer states, "All these died in faith". It is my fervent 
prayer that one day it will be said of you and I that we 
"died in faith". It is imperative that we understand that 
we must live lives that are dedicated to God, disciplined 
by God and are distinctive for God (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 
1:12; Prov. 3:12; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Pet. 2:9-12). To "die in 
faith" requires we hear the word of God (Rom. 10:17), 
believe that word (Mark 16:16), repent of sins (Acts 
2:38; Luke 13:1-6), confess our faith in Jesus as the 
Son of God (Rom. 10:8-10; Acts 8:37) and be baptized 
into Christ thus washing away our sins (Gal. 3:27; Acts 
22:12-16). Then we must remain faithful (Rev. 2:10), 
running with endurance the race set before us, always 
fixing our eyes on Jesus as we  seek those things 
above, setting our mind on things above not on the 
things of this earth (Heb, 12:1-3; Col. 3:1-3; Matt. 
6:19-21; Luke 12:15; 1 John 2:15-17). 

The writer continues in verse 13 saying that these 
individuals confessed they were strangers and pilgrims 
on this earth. So it is with us. This world is not our 
home, we are nothing more than temporary residents 
passing through on our way home. We too desire a 
better country, longing for that building from God, a 
house not made with hands (2 Cor. 5:1) and a precious 
thought springs forth from verse 16: "God has prepared 
for them a city". Friends, commit to memory John 
14:1-3 for it is there the Lord Himself tells us that He 
has prepared a place for us as well, I know not how you 
may feel but the thought of "Going home" to live forever 

in that "city" prepared for me, where there will be no 
adverse condition strike my frame. A land where I will 
never grow old, where I will rest from my labors, is  the 
antidote that makes my few remaining days on this 
earth much easier (Phil. 3:20; Rev.21:1-27; Rev. 
14:13).  We live our lives knowing that when we obey 
the Lord Jesus Christ, He will keep us safe whatever 
betides us and one day when we fold up our earthly tent 
we will go home to be with Him forever (Psalms 4:8; 1 
Pet.5:6-7; 2 Cor.5:1).

Walking by faith (2 Cor. 5:7), we can truly say, the 
life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of 
God who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal. 2:20)

Charles Hicks, White House Tennessee
swabbie5256@gmail.com

                RECKLESS PROPHETS                                        
“Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men; her 

priests have profaned the sanctuary. They have done 
violence to the law” (Zephaniah 3:4 NASB).  It is easier 
to think about God judging other people, rather than 
having the light of examination shining on ourselves.  
The sins of others are always easier to identify; our own 
sins are only minor mistakes of little consequence.  
When God judges others; it is His right to do so.  We 
agree with Zephaniah when he says that the Philistines, 
the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Ethiopians, and the 
Assyrians must fall under condemnation and judgment.  
What happens, though, when the prophet delivers God’s 
judgment against Israel? Were their sins obvious and 
wellknown?  Yes, even if God’s own people refused to 
acknowledge their rebellions.  Can destruction be 
avoided?  Yes, by true humility and repentance.               

“The tyrannical city” of Zephaniah 3:1, Jerusalem, 
represents more than just a physical location.  The 
house of God, the temple was in Jerusalem; and God 
was in Jerusalem (Ezra 1:3).  “Praise the Lord, O 
Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!” (Psalm 147:12).  
The city is personified; it recognizes and worships the 
Lord.  Now, though, the inhabitants of the city have 
turned away from their Creator.  They reneged on their 
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promise to honor their covenant with God (Exodus 
19:5-6).  The city refused to listen.  The religious 
leaders were savage lions and wolves who devoured 
without mercy the city’s inhabitants.  The morning 
hours were time for judgment; the sin of exploiting the 
disadvantaged continued.  “Every morning I will 
destroy all the wicked of the land, so as to cut off from 
the city of the Lord all those who do iniquity” (Psalm 
101:8).  Now judgment came to the city.                       

Rather than speaking Jehovah’s true words of love, 
salvation, and repentance, the reckless prophets 
spoke words of treachery, profanity, and violence.  The 
priests, rather than leading God’s people in true 
worship and service, exchanged the holy for what was 
unholy.  The priests were to “make a distinction 
between the holy and the profane, and between the 
unclean and the clean” (Leviticus 10:10).  They did 
not keep the law; they perverted the law.  In doing so, 
they were courting the judgment of God.  Their day 
had come.  “Her priests have done violence to My law 
and have profaned My holy things; they have made no 
distinction between the holy and the profane, and they 
have not taught the difference between the unclean 
and the clean; and they hide their eyes from My 
sabbaths, and I am profaned among them” (Ezekiel 
22:26).                                                                              

Is there an alternative to the disaster that sin 
brings?  Yes.  “In that day you will feel no shame 
because of all your deeds by which you have rebelled 
against Me; For then I will remove from your midst your 
proud, exulting ones, and you will never again be 
haughty On My holy mountain. A Remnant of Israel.  
But I will leave among you humble and lowly people, 
and they will take refuge in the name of the Lord” 
(Zephaniah 3:11-12).  The LORD, Jehovah pleads 
with His creation to repent. Even His justice upon sin 
can help us see the need to repent.  Our sins violate 
who the LORD is as our Savior.  Humility, repentance, 
and worship.  And then restoration!                                 

Randy Harshbarger
 

Staying Power -- another reason 
to believe in Jesus.

When the high priest and his followers arrested the 
apostles (Acts 5:17-18), they planned to question, 
accuse and punish them the following day.  These 
rulers had commanded them not to preach in Jesus' 

name and attribute Jesus' death to them (Acts 
5:27-28).  They were now furious that the apostles did 
not stop preaching (Acts 5:29-33).  

 
The rulers were so angry that they plotted to kill the 
apostles because they had no legal ground on which to 
imprison or execute them (Acts 5:33).  Gamaliel, a 
member of this council and a man of good character 
and wisdom who was respected by all, was able to 
stop them. 

 
Note with what words he stopped them:  "Men of 
Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do 
regarding these men.  For some time ago Theudas 
rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, 
about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all 
who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing.  
After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of 
the census, and drew away many people after him. He 
also perished, and all who obeyed him were 
dispersed"  (Acts 5:35-37)

 
Compare these things with the ministry of Jesus:  He 
was killed, His followers were scattered and yet without 
his personal presence on the earth, His scattered 
disciples still carry His message and His influence on 
the earth.  They - and it - cannot be stopped!  

 
Gamaliel successfully advised those rulers:  "And now 
I say to you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come 
to nothing; but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it — 
lest you even be found to fight against God” (Acts 
5:38-39).

 
For those who have fought and still do fight against 
Jesus and His people, there can be no victory.  That 
which is of God cannot be overthrown.

                                         Don Bunting 

God Warned Them (Us)
Deuteronomy 7:17; 8:17; 9:4 cautions Israel 

against what they might say in their hearts. 
Deuteronomy 8:17- Israel is to enter a situation 

where they will experience an abundance they have 
not previously known. They are warned against 
thinking that they have provided this for themselves. 
"You may say in your heart, 'My power and the 
strength of my hand made me this wealth.' But you 



shall remember the LORD your God, for it He who is 
giving you power to make wealth" Deuteronomy 
8:17-18. 

Deuteronomy 9:4 warns Israel against saying in 
their hearts that "Because of my righteousness the 
LORD has brought me in to possess this land." 
Deuteronomy 9:4-6 will show that Israel is not getting 
the land because they are so righteous, but because 
the present inhabitants of the land are so wicked. Israel 
too is a stubborn people. It is not their righteousness, 
but God is keeping His promises to give them the land. 

In both of these cases when people are speaking in 
their heart they are congratulating themselves as the 
reason for their own successes. 

In Deuteronomy 7:17 the situation is different. 
Here the people face a great obstacle in their way. 
They see nations greater and stronger and say in their 
heart, "how can I possess the land?" In Deuteronomy 
8 and 9 the people congratulate themselves in 
success.  In Deuteronomy 7 the people are in despair 
at a problem too big for them. Maybe this teaches us 
that recognizing God as the source of all our 
successes and victories prepares us for the moments 
of crisis that we do not have the strength to meet. In 
moments of blessing and in moments of crisis we live 
in dependence upon Him and His power.

                      Tommy Peeler 

HE MADE HIMSELF NOTHING
"Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 

in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross"  
Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV)

This passage is so rich. But we shall examine only 
one jewel here. It's the phrase, He "made himself 
nothing" (v.7a). Notice, Jesus "made Himself." He 
didn't get a memo. He wasn't pushed out of heaven. 
He was fully engaged in God's whole plan!

The phrase, "made himself nothing," as the NIV 
translates it, is the basis for a lot of false teaching. 
Some translations rightly put it, "He emptied Himself." 

The question that has been debated for centuries 
is: emptied Himself of what? Some say Jesus emptied 
Himself of Deity and He became merely a first-century 

Jewish man; no God, just Jesus, the man. But the Bible 
teaches the Incarnation of Jesus, 100 percent God; 
100 percent man, undiminished Deity dwelling in 
humanity. This makes Him not “a 200 percent 
something,” as one man scoffed, but a 100 percent 
Redeemer, Savior and Mediator.

You may ask: "Well, what did He empty Himself of 
then?" Answer, at least five things:

He emptied Himself of glory. In John 17:5, Jesus 
prayed, "Glorify me...with the glory that I had with you 
before the world existed." He gave up the adoration of 
departed saints and angels when He came into this 
world.

He emptied Himself of independent authority. In 
John 5:30, Jesus said, "I can do nothing on My own." 
He brought Himself into a different relationship with the 
Father where ALL of His activities and actions were 
uniquely submissive to Him.

He released the voluntary exercise of His divine 
attributes. There is evidence that Jesus was sometimes 
omniscient and sometimes not (compare John 1:43–
51 with Matthew 24:36.)

He gave up His riches. 2 Corinthians 8:9 says, 
"...though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich."

He gave up His intimate relationship with the 
Father. Who can describe the fellowship that exists 
between the first and second Person of the Trinity? And 
to hear Jesus on the cross in Matthew 27:46 shouting, 
"My God, why have You forsaken Me?"

He made Himself nothing—for you and me. 
Ken Green 

• ”We offer either in home 
studies in person or by way of 
Correspondence Courses.

• Call me, Jim Stauffer at 
913-620-0563, Evangelist at the Lenexa 
church of Christ

• We believe in worshiping and 
serving the Lord as He has instructed 
in His word. 



Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, Nor 
sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate day and 

night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, But are like the 

chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the way of the wicked shall 

perish.

                    HOURS OF WORSHIP          OUR ADDRESS IS:
                    Sunday A.M.   9:30 Bible Study          7845 Cottonwood Dr.
                    Sunday A.M. 10:20 Assembled Worship     Lenexa, Kansas 66216
                    Sunday P.M.   5:00 Assembled Worship     913-620-0563
                    Wednesday P.M. 7:00 Bible Study and Worship
                    Visitors welcome                Check out the following websites:
                      We conduct in home Bible Studies           facebook.com/LenexaChurchofChrist
                    We offer Correspondence Courses           lenexachurchofchrist.org

Evangelist and Editor: Jim Stauffer
Elders:

Ron Peck
Jim Stauffer
Deacons:
Bill Miller

Troy Armstrong
********************************************************************************************************

What Must I Do To Be Saved?          
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10

NEWS AND NOTES:


PLEASE REMEMBER: ALMA 
BAUMGARTNER. DENESE GORING, 
BROOKLYN BOYER, TRACY RICHARDSON, 
MATT BASSFORD, WAYNE MOODY, DAVID 
AND JOANNE BECKLEY, MARK WALKER, 
STEVE WIMP, KEN KLING, AND PAT 
MCLOUD. JAN PATRICK IS IN BROOKDALE 
ROSEHILL 

                                   
         ***********  

                                                 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS:             
1,2,3 JOHN - BILL MILLER

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS: 
TITUS, PHILEMON, JAMES - JIM 
STAUFFER

SUNDAY SERMON: SUBMITTING TO  
UNRIGHTEOUS RULE


