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IMPROPER SOURCES OF AUTHORITY                                             
Heath Rogers

"Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was 
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are You doing 
these things? And who gave You this authority?'"                  
(Matthew 21:23).

In last week's article we noted that the chief priests and 
elders who confronted Jesus were asking a legitimate 
question. Authority has to do with the right or power to 
give commands, enforce obedience, take action, or 
make final decisions. We must have authority for 
everything we believe, teach, and practice as individual 
Christians and collectively as a local church. This 
authority must come from the proper source.

When asked why they believe or practice things, 
religious minded people will sometimes offer various 
answers that are not proper sources of authority.

1. Themselves. Man is often using himself as a source 
of authority. However, we are not capable of providing 
guidance for ourselves. "O Lord, I know the way of man 
is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his 
own steps" (Jer. 10:23).

2. Traditions. Some appeal to their church or family 
traditions to authorize their religious beliefs and 
practices. While nothing is wrong with handing down 
beliefs and practices from one generation to the next, 
these traditions are not more important than God's 
word (Matt. 15:6).

3. Creeds of men. Every denomination or religious 
group has a creed, manual, discipline, or catechism 
that contains its doctrines and procedures. These 
creeds have come from men, and we can't please God 

while following the commandments of men (Matt. 15:9; 
Col. 2:20-22).

4. What the preacher says. Some use their preacher as 
their source of authority. Preachers are messengers - 
not legislators. They are to preach the word - not their 
word (2 Tim. 4:2). We are not to take a preacher's word 
for it but examine his message in light of Scripture 
(Acts 17:11).

5. The results accomplished. Few people even stop 
and consider the need for authority in their practices. 
For many, the "ends" justifies the "means." If good is 
being accomplished, they assume God is pleased and 
will accept their efforts. The Bible teaches that right 
things can be done in a wrong way: Cain's offering 
(Gen. 4:3-5); Nadab and Abihu offering incense to God 
(Lev. 10:1-2); David moving the ark of the covenant    
(2 Sam. 6:1-11); King Uzziah burning incense in the 
temple (2 Chron. 26:16-20).

6. The doctrines and practices of the Old Testament. 
Some go back to the Old Testament to justify religious 
practices like tithing, infant baptism, polygamy, and 
using instrumental music. While it is good that they are 
appealing to the Bible, they fail to recognize that the 
Law contained in the Old Testament was done away 
with when Jesus died on the cross (Col. 2:14). This 
portion of Scripture is for our learning (Rom. 15:4;            
1 Cor. 10:6, 11), but we are under a different covenant 
today.

People have many places they can go to try to justify 
their religious beliefs and practices. Most of them fall 
short of providing real authority. 

Rom. 14:19 So 
then let us follow 
after things which 
make for peace, 

and things whereby 
we may edify one 

another.
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continued from page 1Beware of Hypocrisy 

In Luke 12:1, Jesus said to His disciples, “Beware of 
the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” 

Thayer’s definition of the word used for “hypocrite” in 
the New Testament includes “an actor, stage player” 
(see Strong G5273). A hypocrite in the biblical sense 
pretends to be righteous, but is not. In other words, his 
service to God is an “acting job.” 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day exemplified this. Jesus 
rebuked them for doing things that appeared righteous 
on the outside while failing to be clean within (Luke 
11:39ff). They didn’t respond with repentance, but with 
retaliation (verses 53-54). This exemplified their 
hypocrisy. 

Hypocrisy can take on several forms. 

Probably the most common picture of a hypocrite is 
one who criticizes others’ sins, but overlooks his or her 
own. Jesus spoke against this in Matthew 7. Verse 5 of 
the chapter says, “You hypocrite! First remove the 
beam out of your own eye, and then you can see 
clearly to remove the speck out of your brother’s eye.” 

The hypocrite pretends to revere God by charging 
others to obey but doesn’t really care about pleasing 
God, as shown by his or her own actions. 

Hypocrisy also manifests itself in doing things that 
appear righteous, but doing so with an unrighteous 
motive. 

Consider those who did all their works “to be seen by 
men” (Matt. 23:5). When praying in public, for example, 
these hypocrites might use “vain repetitions” to appear 
wise, but they didn’t pray from the heart. Such is 
hypocrisy (Matt. 6:7; cf. Matt. 6:5; 23:14). 

It’s an example of “honoring” the Lord with one’s lips, 
while the heart is far from Him (Mark 7:6). 

Another form of hypocrisy is alluded to in Romans 
12:9. There, the Spirit commands, “Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil. Cling to that which is 
good.” 

Sincere love doesn’t just pretend to love others, but 
truly cares for their well-being, even when it leads to 
speaking things from God’s Word that they’d rather not 
hear. Un- hypocritical love might be viewed as “hateful” 

in the eyes of a world that believes everyone should 
just be told to do what makes them happy. 

As Jesus walked the earth, though, He never approved 
(or pretended to approve) of sin. He wasn’t spiteful in 
His approach, but He didn’t sugar-coat the truth. This 
showed the sincerity of His love (cf. Mark 10:21). 

A more general example of hypocrisy is seen when 
individuals claim to be Christians, but don’t live 
Christian lives. “Acting” the part of a Christian only 
during the assembly of the saints is far from the lifestyle 
of obedience God commands (cf. Rom. 12:1ff). 

Christians are instructed to lay aside all such 
hypocrisies (1 Pet. 2:1). 

And if we’re ever discouraged by someone who claims 
to be a Christian but doesn’t follow Christ’s steps, we 
should remember that this isn’t a problem with God or 
His Word. Rather, it is in spite of what God promotes 
through His Word. 

As discouraging as such hypocrisy can be, it’s no 
excuse for those who witness it to not obey God. The 
Lord doesn’t call us to follow the hypocrite, but to follow 
Him.                                                                              

Michael Hickox

The Simplicity of the Gospel

Back before the Civil War "Raccoon" John Smith, a 
pioneer American preacher, was speaking of the 
plainness of the Gospel of Christ compared to the 
many and varied systems of men's religion. He was 
handed a note from the audience which said, "if the 
gospel is so plain as you say it is, why do you have to 
labor so hard to get people to understand it?"

Smith replied, "I have often prepared ground in the 
wilderness for a turnip patch, and though I had the 
kindliest of soil, and the best seed, and the sowing was 
easy, I never got top or root till I took my axe and hoe 
and briar knife and went in and whacked and grubbed 
and cleared the ground. The Lord knows that I do not 
esteem it hard to preach the gospel to those who are 
prepared to receive it, but it is labor indeed to root out 
prejudice, and cut out systems, and clear away 
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sectarian trash that cumbers the minds and hearts of the 
people. . .”

by Bob Hines

You, Me, and The Bible
You may understand the Bible and I may misunderstand 
it. I may understand it and you may misunderstand it. 
We may misunderstand it differently. We may 
misunderstand it alike. But we cannot understand it 
differently. What kind of book would the Bible be if it said 
something to you that it didn't say to me?
                                    by Eugene Britnell

”We offer either in home studies in person 
or by way of Correspondence Courses. 

Call me, Jim Stauffer at 913-620-0563, 
Evangelist at the Lenexa church of Christ 

We believe in worshiping and serving the 
Lord as He has instructed in His word. 

Examining things commonly believed but 
that are not biblical.

WAS PETER THE FIRST POPE?
Jim Stauffer

It is very surprising when one is discussing the Bible or 
religion with someone and you discover they actually 
believe Peter was the first Pope, or was a Pope at all. 
So much of what people believe about the Bible is 
acquired by hearsay and what has become urban 
legend.
Let’s just notice several contradictions between 
Scripture and this commonly held belief.
1) One of the passages of Scripture that is often cited as 
evidence is Matthew 16:16-18 where Jesus replies to 
Peter’s answer that Jesus is the Son of God by saying, I 
also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. (Matthew 16:18). Jesus’ reference to a 
rock is to the confession Peter has made rather than to 
Peter himself. A simple comparison of the Greek words 
for Peter and for rock in this verse will show they are 
different in nature. We also know 1 Corinthians 3:11 
states unequivocally that Jesus is the foundation upon 

which the church is built, not Peter.
2) There are many things about Peter that would 
disqualify him to be a Pope according to what we know 
about Popes today. The Pope as established in religion 
today must be celibate, that is unmarried. Matthew 8:14 
clearly states Peter was married. No need for further 
commentary on that issue.
3) The claim is that Peter was the leader of the other 
apostles. That somewhere he was given authority over 
the remaining apostles. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. The Scripture contains no such reference or 
occasion. In fact if one were to attempt to determine 
leadership among the apostles, one would be likely to 
conclude others beside Peter. Just a couple of examples 
come to mind. First in Acts 15 when Paul and Barnabas 
brought the divisive teaching of some Jewish Christians 
in Jerusalem to the attention of the other apostles, it was 
James, the brother of the Lord who took the leadership 
role in making the decision on how the matter should be 
handled. On another occasion when Peter visited the 
brethren in Antioch, he conducted himself hypocritically 
and was confronted to his face by the apostle Paul 
(Galatians 2:11-14).
4) The term Pope is synonymous with pontiff meaning 
he is supreme over others. He is also called Holy 
Father. Both of these concepts are in direct contradiction 
to the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 23:8-12 where He 
tells the apostles not to grant titles to themselves or any 
man because they are all to be servants. He concludes 
this point with verse 12, Whoever exalts himself shall be 
humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be 
exalted. It is obvious Jesus never intended for any man 
to presume to reign over others on earth. We are all to 
be servants in the kingdom, not rulers in any sense. 

*************************************
      
Women of God can never be like women of the world. 
The world has enough women who are tough; 
we need women who are tender. 
There are enough women who are coarse;
we need women who are kind.
There are enough women who are rude;
we need women who are refined.                                   
We have enough women of fame and fortune;
we need more women of faith.
We have enough greed;
we need more goodness.
We have enough vanity;
we need more virtue.
We have enough popularity;
we need more purity.

Margaret Dyreng Nadauld

           



Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate 
day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its 
season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, 
But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, Nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the way of 
the wicked shall perish.

HOURS OF WORSHIP OUR ADDRESS IS:
Sunday A.M. 9:30 Bible Study 7845 Cottonwood Dr.
Sunday A.M. 10:20 Assembled Worship Lenexa, Kansas 66216
Sunday P.M. 5:00 Assembled Worship 913-620-0563
Wednesday P.M. 7:00 Bible Study and Worship
Visitors welcome Check out the following websites:     

facebook.com/LenexaChurchofChrist
lenexachurchofchrist.org
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NEWS AND NOTES:                     

THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYERS: 

ALMA BAUMGARTNER, DENESE 

GORING, BROOKLYN BOYER, 

TRACY RICHARDSON, MATT 

BASSFORD, WAYNE MOODY, 

DAVID AND JOANNE BECKLEY, KEN 

KLING, MARK WALKER, PAT 

MCLOUD. JAN PATRICK IS IN 

BROKDALE O.P. FOR REHAB.


Bible Classes: Sunday Morning 

Titus, Philemon -  Jim Stauffer  

Wednesday Evening                     

Joshua, Judges, Ruth                  

Bill Miller 
                                                   

Sunday Sermon: Trusting in the 
Lord

      What Must I Do To Be Saved?         
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10


