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“By What Authority Are You Doing These Things”                              
by Heath Rogers

"Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was 
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are You doing 
these things? And who gave You this 
authority?'"  (Matt. 21:23).

A study of authority in religious matters is very 
important. It lies at the center of everything we believe, 
teach, and practice as individual Christians and 
collectively as a local church. Every religious question 
is fundamentally a question of authority. However, there 
are many religious minded people who never stop to 
consider the question of authority and its application to 
their beliefs and practices.

Authority is "the power or right to give commands, 
enforce obedience, take action, or make final 
decisions" (Webster's New World Dictionary, page 94). 
Authority has to do with jurisdiction. It is the right to tell 
others what to do, expect them to do it, and punish 
them if they don't.

The chief priests and elders who confronted Jesus 
were asking a legitimate question. Jesus had caused a 
great disturbance in the temple. He had overturned 
tables where men were conducting business and drove 
people out of the temple (Matt. 21:12). These things 
were being done with the approval of the Jewish 
leaders. What right did Jesus have to disrupt these 
practices and remove them from the temple?

Although some may not like the idea of one having 
power over them, we realize there is a need for 
authority in different areas of our lives. We need 
legitimate standards of authority in society. Someone                 

                                                                                                         
                                                                             

must set forth laws of conduct, and someone must                      
enforce these laws. Otherwise, we would struggle to 
exist in a "law of the jungle" environment where the 
strongest impose their will by force. We need standards 
of authority in schools. Otherwise, no education can 
take place. We need standards of authority in the 
workplace and the home. Without a recognition and 
respect for authority we have chaos.

This need for authority must be applied to religious 
matters as well.

"When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have 
ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and 
the son of man that You visit him? For You have made 
him a little lower than the angels, and You have 
crowned him with glory and honor" (Ps. 8:3-5). As man 
contemplates the creation around him, he realizes 
there is a Creator more powerful than himself. The 
authority of this Creator is implied in the opening verse 
of the Bible. "In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth" (Gen. 1:1). All authority belongs to God 
by right of creation. We must recognize and respect 
this authority. "But indeed, O man, who are you to reply 
against God? Will the thing formed say to him who 
formed it, ‘Why have you made me like this?' Does not 
the potter have power over the clay?" (Rom. 9:20-21).

The question asked of Jesus by the chief priests and 
elders could be asked of us regarding our practices as 
well. By what authority are we doing the things we are 
doing, and who gave us the right to do these things?

Rom. 14:19 So 
then let us follow 
after things which 
make for peace, 

and things whereby 
we may edify one 

another.
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continued from page 1Who Will Tell You What You Need To 
Hear?

Since the beginning of time, man has always had those 
who were willing to tell them what they wanted to hear 
rather than hear the truth (Gen. 3:4). Now, before we 
get upset with those rascals that tell such lies, 
remember this, no one has the ability to make you 
believe a lie. As much as we might be angered with 
what the serpent said to Eve, it was Eve who listened 
and accepted the false words.
 
Sadly, religious leaders are not immune to doing the 
same thing as the serpent. There are far too many 
examples in the Bible of religious teachers telling lies 
and many more who were willing to listen. So, this begs 
the question, are those you are listening to, that are 
teachers of the Bible, actually teaching you the truth? 
Do not be quick to respond with a yes, based upon 
the following:

 He wouldn’t lie to me!
 You are deceiving yourself if you think a religious 
person will not teach you false doctrine. I am not saying 
all teachers of the Bible lie. If that were true, then I 
would be wasting my time writing this article. It would 
seem odd for me to teach you the truth, yet say it’s a 
lie. The truth is, many have lied, and will continue to do 
so. There are many false prophets in the world                   
(I Jn. 4:1). Keep in mind that you may be lied to 
unintentionally. After all, most teachers that are 
teaching error are only uttering the very things they 
have been taught. When that happens, the blind are 
leading the blind (Matt. 15:14). 

He uses the Bible!
 It’s one thing to use the Bible, it’s another matter 
altogether to use it properly. Peter spoke of those who 
twist the scriptures to their own destruction                       
(II Pet. 3:16).  It was our Lord who would tell those 
leaders that taught God’s word, “Have you not read…” 
(Matt. 12:3). Did this mean they didn’t know any 
scripture? No. It means they didn’t study carefully, or 
they didn’t handle it properly as we are commanded to 
(II Tim. 2:15). So, don’t let your guard down and just 
assume you are being taught the truth based upon the 
fact the teacher uses the Bible.

He is such a nice person!
 Too often, people think with their heart and not with 
their head. There is a reason why Solomon stated, “It is 
better to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear 
foolish flattery.” (Eccl. 7:5). Sadly, people fall prey to 
praise and will turn a blind eye when the individual, who 
has been so nice to them, is accused of teaching false 

doctrine. Truth be known, such people are so “loving” 
and “kind” until someone calls their hand, then they can 
become the most unloving person one has ever met! 

 He is such an excellent speaker
Like the points we have already given, people have a 
tendency to let down their guard when they put so 
much stock in how something is taught, rather than on 
what is taught. The apostle Paul was very much aware 
of this kind of behavior. He told the brethren at Corinth 
that he made it a point to not to preach with persuasive 
words of human wisdom (I Cor. 2:4). Teaching isn’t just 
about the presentation. The focus ought to be on the 
message, since it contains the power unto salvation 
(Rom. 1:16).
 
It is easy to succumb to being a man-follower. After all, 
if you put your trust in man, you can simply rest your 
hopes on him and you don’t have to concern yourself 
with having to spiritually discern. There is little effort 
required in letting someone do the thinking for you.  
May we think for ourselves and demand what we need!
                                          Chuck Bartlett 

At Home
John Gipson

“And every day in the temple and at home they did not 
cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ.” (Acts 5:42)
 
Harold E. Luccock once observed, “We have not 
ceased to preach at the temple. But we have, rather 
largely, ceased to do it at home. And therein likes one 
of the major differences between the church of the book 
of Acts and the church of our own day.”
 
Teaching and preaching is still done in the temple, but it 
is not enough. In fact, it is meager unless there is the 
teaching “at home.”
 
When we visited my grandmother’s house, there was a 
blackboard set up in the kitchen. And on that 
blackboard was a verse of scripture. There was no 
breakfast, until we memorized that verse. My uncle told 
me that one verse seemed to appear there regularly. It 
was Philippians 2:14: “Do all things without 
murmurings and disputings.”
 
As a child, I remember that after supper my brothers 
and I would go to the living room where mother would 
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read to us from the Bible, and then from Hurlbert’s Story 
of the Bible (Incidentally, it’s still my favorite Bible story 
book).
 
We have wonderful classes for our children on Sunday 
morning and Wednesday night, but are these Bible 
lessons reinforced at home?
 
Timothy was a blessed young man. He was taught at 
home by both his mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 
1:5; 2 Timothy 3:15). From childhood he had known the 
“sacred writings which are able to instruct you for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
Will your children be so blessed?

THE WARNING OF THE TSUNAMI 
In the months following the devastating Asian tsunami of 
December 2004, an amazing story of survival emerged 
from Simuelue Island, the closest inhabited land to the 
epicenter of the earthquake. A news report said that only 
7 of the remote Indonesian island's 75,000 inhabitants 
died when 30-foot waves struck just half an hour after 
the quake. 

For decades, the people had heard stories told by their 
grandparents of giant waves that killed thousands on 
this same island in 1907. So when the ground shook 
and the sea retreated, the people recalled the warnings 
and fled to high ground. 

First Corinthians 10 describes a spiritual disaster we 
can avoid. After the people of Israel were delivered from 
slavery in Egypt, they continued to turn away from the 
Lord. Recounting their recurring self-indulgence and its 
disastrous results, Paul wrote: "Now these things 
became our examples...and they were written for our 
admonition" (1 Cor 10: 6,11). The story of their failure 
has been preserved so we can avoid the same disaster 
of disobedience. If there are warning signs in our lives 
today, it's time to run from self-destructive sin to the high 
ground of God's forgiving grace. A warning heeded is a 
disaster avoided.
H.B. Taken from 25th street Bulletin

GOD SAID, DID I HEAR?
We are told by some the analogy of the potter and the 
clay of Romans 9:19ff means God designed each of us 
for destruction or mercy on His own wish before we 

were born with no consideration to what we might do 
with our free choices. According to Jeremiah 18, God 
tells a completely different story of the potter and the 
clay.

God tells Jeremiah the clay fails in the hand of the 
potter and he then makes the vessel into something else 
He desired. He then illustrates what He means by 
saying He retains the right to deal with Israel as the 
potter did with the clay.

His point is made this way. If a nation He has 
decided to destroy because of its evil changes and turns 
from its evil, He will change His mind and withhold that 
destruction. He then relates the opposite side of the 
story saying He would also change His plans to build up 
a nation if it turned to evil.

God explains to Jeremiah His ultimate response to a 
nation is dependent upon the conduct of that nation. If 
they turn from evil to good, He will reward them and if 
they turn from good to evil He will punish them.

Throughout the New Testament, the new covenant 
mediated by the Son of God, John the Baptist, Jesus 
and all the apostles preached a message of                         
…repentance for forgiveness of sins….(Luke 24:47).

What is obvious then is God is consistent with every 
level of the creation, nation or individual men. What He 
desires is …for all to come to repentance…(2 Pet. 3:9).

This is contrary to the doctrine of predestination 
which teaches God determined our fate as to election 
and salvation prior to the creation itself and we can do 
nothing to alter that fate because we are totally 
hereditarily so depraved we can do nothing good of our 
free will.

This is just one of the many things preached and 
taught in churches across the world that does not 
comport with what Scripture teaches.

Jim Stauffer

”We offer either in home studies in person 
or by way of Correspondence Courses. 

Call me, Jim Stauffer at 913-620-0563, 
Evangelist at the Lenexa church of Christ 

We believe in worshiping and serving the 
Lord as He has instructed in His word. 

           



Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate 
day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its 
season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, 
But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, Nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the way of 
the wicked shall perish.

HOURS OF WORSHIP OUR ADDRESS IS:
Sunday A.M. 9:30 Bible Study 7845 Cottonwood Dr.
Sunday A.M. 10:20 Assembled Worship Lenexa, Kansas 66216
Sunday P.M. 5:00 Assembled Worship 913-620-0563
Wednesday P.M. 7:00 Bible Study and Worship
Visitors welcome Check out the following websites:     

facebook.com/LenexaChurchofChrist
lenexachurchofchrist.org

          Evangelist and Editor Jim Stauffer                                                       
         Elders 
         Ron Peck
         Jim Stauffer
         Deacons 
         Bill Miller
         Troy Armstrong

NEWS AND NOTES:                     

THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYERS: 

ALMA BAUMGARTNER, DENESE 

GORING, BROOKLYN BOYER, 

TRACY RICHARDSON, MATT 

BASSFORD, WAYNE MOODY, 

DAVID AND JOANNE BECKLEY, KEN 

KLING, MARK WALKER, PAT 

MCLOUD. JAN PATRICK IS IN 

BROKDALE O.P. FOR REHAB.


Bible Classes: Sunday Morning 

Titus, Philemon -  Jim Stauffer  

Wednesday Evening                     

Joshua, Judges, Ruth                  

Bill Miller 
                                                   

Sunday Sermon: Learning from 
Jesus: Parable of the Sower

      What Must I Do To Be Saved?         
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10


