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“That Many Pastors Can’t Be Wrong”                                                  
Jeff Smelser

So asserted an advertisement for a direct mail service 
used by more than 1,000 churches. One would think 
that even with a passing familiarity with the Bible, 
people would be reluctant to determine the validity of 
something based on the number of people who believe 
in it. 

When the twelve spies returned to the camp of Israel to 
report what they had seen in Canaan, ten of them said, 
“We are not able to go up against the people for they 
are too strong for us” (Numbers 13:31) while only two 
said “We should by all means go up and take 
possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it” 
(Numbers 13:30). The people, evidently thinking that 
surely ten couldn’t be wrong when only two spies 
offered a contrary opinion, balked at trying to invade 
Canaan. The ten were wrong— the two were right. 

Goliath was a giant who opposed the army of Israel in 
the days of King Saul. It was the prevailing opinion that 
Goliath could not be defeated. “When all the men of 
Israel saw the man, they fled from him and were greatly 
afraid” (I Samuel 17:24). It would have been easy for a 
youth such as David to assume that so many trained 
soldiers, could not be wrong. But you know the rest of 
the story. 

The law of Moses warned against being swayed by a 
multitude: “You shall not follow a multitude in doing evil, 
nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside 
after a multitude in order to pervert justice”                
(Exodus 23:2). 

And Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate 
is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, 
and many are those who enter by it. For the gate is 
small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few 

are those who find it” (Mt. 7:13-14) And yet the 
stumbling block for many in obeying the pure gospel of 
Jesus Christ is that doing so would be an implicit 
denunciation of Christendom, and it seems that 
“millions professing Christians can’t be wrong!” They 
can be and they are. And the only way I can be right is 
to follow God’s word without being swayed by the 
multitudes.
 ~via Searching For Truth; Iuka, Illinios.

Election
Tommy Thornhill

1 Pet. 1:2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." 

I marvel at God's revelation. The more I study His book, 
the more amazed I become at the preciseness of 
thought, the fact that so much truth can be stated in 
such a little space. In this verse are found all four 
factors that are involved in God's election of salvation.
 
Let's break down the verse. 
God's elect. "Elect" means to select or choose. The 
elect are those God has chosen to save, the ones 
acceptable to Him, receiving the right of the inheritance 
promised in v. 4. All of the saved become the "chosen 
(elect) generation" (family) of God 1 Pet. 2:9. His own 
special people. 

How does this election take place? 
There are 4 factors involved. • The first factor in man's 
election is God. "Elect according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father. This election was foreordained, 
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previously determined by God, Eph. 1:3-7. He 
foreknew that the election would require Jesus' death 
of the cross Acts 2:22-23. He revealed this plan 
through the OT prophets 2:25-28; 1 Pet.1:10- 12. What 
else did God foreknow? That He would call all men to 
be saved Rom. 8:28-30; Titus 2:11 since He is no 
respecter of persons Rom. 2:11. But the salvation 
would be conditional on man accepting His terms Acts 
10:34-35; Rev. 22:17. Only a few would accept Matt. 
7:13-14; 22:14; Rom. 8:28. Man has to answer the call 
of the gospel 2 Thes. 2:14; Rom. 10:13. Those who 
were willing to accept His terms and obey Him become 
God's elect.

The second factor in man's election is the Holy Spirit. 
"In sanctification of the Spirit." Sanctify is to separate or 
call out. God's elect are those who have answered His 
call to come out of the world 2 Cor. 6:17-18. These are 
the ones who are washed, sanctified, justified by the 
Spirit 1 Cor. 6:11. How does the Spirit sanctify? 
Through His word, revealing instructions from God 
Jn.17:17; 1 Cor. 2:9-11. This was the work of the Holy 
Spirit, to reveal God's foreordained plan of election 
Jn.14:26; 16:12-13. Those who follow the Spirit's 
revealed word are sanctified and purified                           
1 Pet. 1:22-23.

The third factor in man's election is Jesus Christ."And 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." God's elect had 
to be redeemed (delivered from bondage by the 
payment of a ransom). The price of redemption for 
man's sin is the blood of Christ, Heb. 9:22;                         
1 Pet. 1:18-19. This blood sanctifies Eph. 5:25-57; 
justifies Rom. 5:8-9; cleanses 1 Jn.1:7; brings nigh 
Eph. 2:13. In our verse the sprinkling is both the 
shedding of and application of the blood of Jesus to 
save man. When the blood is sprinkled on us (applied) 
it will cleanse us of sin. The allusion is to the OT            
Ex. 12:1-5; Heb. 9:18-22. 

The fourth factor in man's election is man himself. "For 
obedience." Man has a part to play in his election Acts 
2:40; Phil. 2:12-13. As previously noted the man who 
is sanctified is the one who obeys 1 Pet. 1:22-23. The 
blood can only cleanse if it is applied. This application 
takes place in baptism Rom. 6:3-4. Are you one of 
God's elect? Are you sure? Take time to examine your 
faith in the light of God's word 2 Cor. 13:5.
Taken from 25th Street church of Christ 
Bulletin

Let's ask Psalm 1:  Who is the Blessed 
 Man? 

"Blessed is the man who 
• Walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
• Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
• Nor sits in the seat of the scornful."  (Ps.1:1) 

I am an unfortunate man when I get advice and 
instruction from people who do not know God.  I am on 
a bad path when I abide in places sinners go.  I am in 
real trouble when I hang out with people who mock 
righteousness and insult God.  This is NOT the Blessed 
Man. 
  
On the other hand, of the blessed man the psalm says: 

• "His delight is in the law of the Lord, 
• "And in his law he meditates day and night.” 

(Ps.1:2) 
If I love the word of God and enjoy hearing about God, 
His ways and His works. I am a fortunate man.  If I 
think seek, read, consider and nourish my soul with 
God's word, day and night, I am abundantly blessed. 
  
The rest of the psalm describes the consequences of 
both choices.  Read Psalm 1:3-5.  It bears careful 
consideration.  This Psalm concludes by saying:   

• "For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
• But the way of the ungodly shall perish. (Ps.1:6) 

  
Would you like some help with a Bible reading plan or a 
Bible study plan?  Let me know, I will be happy to make 
some suggestions. 
           Don Bunting 

Is It Right to Criticize Another Person's 
Religion?

It’s not only right to criticize false religion, no matter 
whose religion it is; it’s the faithful Christian’s 
responsibility. Jesus criticized the Pharisees for 
“teaching as doctrines the commandments of men” 
(Matthew 15:7-9). Paul criticized those who tried to 
bind the shadows of the Mosaic law on New Testament 
Christians (Colossians 2:16-23). Peter warned that 
false teachers would “secretly bring in destructive 
heresies” (II Peter 2:1-3). Elders and preachers are to 
rebuke sin and false doctrine (II Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 
1:10-14). Christians are to “contend earnestly for the 
faith” (Jude 3), while having no fellowship with sin and 
error (II Corinthians 6:14-18).

Today many people have the mistaken idea that if 
someone believes in God and worships Him sincerely 
from the heart, it’s unkind, unloving, and unchristian to 
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criticize his religious practices. But false doctrine 
(Ephesians 4:14), ignorant worship (Acts 17:23), and 
vain religion (James 1:27) do exist, and all the sincerity, 
zeal, sacrifice, and devotion in the world will not make 
wrong things right (Acts 26:9-11). Many sincere, 
zealous, religious people are going to be very surprised 
on Judgment Day when they are rejected by the Lord 
(Matthew 7:21-23).

Actually the sincere religious person who is unknowingly 
following the commandments of men is in greater 
spiritual danger than the irreligious reprobate in the 
gutter, because at least the reprobate knows that he’s 
lost. To save those who are in religious error, someone 
must speak the truth. Obviously, he must speak the truth 
in love (Ephesians 4:15), but speak the truth he must.
by Kevin Kay; Taken from the Beacon 
Electronic Edition 11/9/21

ABRAHAM AND SARAH
“Sarah lived one hundred and twenty- seven years; 
these were the years of the life of Sarah. So Sarah died 
in Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, 
and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for 
her” (Genesis 23:1-2). As the lives of Abraham and 
Sarah “wind down,” the scene is set for Isaac, the son of 
promise, to emerge as the one who would continue 
furthering God’s will. Sarah was 127 years old when she 
died. Abraham mourned and wept for her passing. 
Abraham clearly loved his wife and lamented her 
passing.
Bereavement is a normal part of life. We have all 
experienced this emotion because we have all lost loved 
ones. A passage from another Patriarch sheds further 
light on  a cultural expression of mourning. When Job’s 
world fell apart. he “arose, tore his robe, and shaved his 
head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped”                 
(Job 1:20).
Galatians 3:9 identifies Abraham as a man of faith. “So 
then those who are of faith are blessed with believing 
Abraham.” So, it is only natural that Abraham would 
honor his wife in this way. True, Abraham did not always 
act toward Sarah as he should have acted. On two 
occasions he abandoned her to the wishes of a foreign 
king (Genesis 12; 20). Still, he persevered in his love 
for his wife. He stayed with her until death. She was old, 
worn down by the passing years; and when she died, 
Abraham was by her side.
God expects us to honor our marriage commitments.

We must honor and love and persevere in the good 
times and bad. Trusting in the Lord means we will not 
abandon those who are closest to us even in old age or 
times of sickness. The Lord holds us accountable for the 
vows we took before Him. When we stumble and fall, we 
must repent and do better. As Proverbs 5:18-19 says: 
“Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife 
of your youth. As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let 
her breasts satisfy you at all times; And always be 
enraptured with her love.”
Sarah died before the full realization of God’s promises 
were made known to her. She was a pilgrim traveling 
through life. While uncertain of many things, including 
how God was going to keep His word, Sarah walked by 
faith. She died “not having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).
Abraham bought a small piece of land in which to bury 
his wife. This small burial plot was part of what became 
the Promised Land—the very land spoken of throughout 
Genesis. Eventually, Abraham joined Sarah in death; he, 
too, would be buried, not in the land of his fathers, but in 
the land of the Father.

Randy Harshbarger

”We offer either in home studies in person 
or by way of Correspondence Courses. 

Call me, Jim Stauffer at 913-620-0563, 
Evangelist at the Lenexa church of Christ 

We believe in worshiping and serving the 
Lord as He has instructed in His word. 

Examining things commonly believed but 
that are not biblical.

Does the Bible teach our prosperity indicates we are 
approved of God?

Jesus *said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay His head.” (Matthew 8:20)

Our faithfulness to God and Christ has no direct impact 
on our personal wealth. All we need to do is follow the 
lives of Jesus and His apostles to realize there is more 
likely hardship facing the faithful servant than wealth.
Yet televangelists promise wealth in return for 
faithfulness as they profit from those who follow them. 

Jim Stauffer

           



Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate 
day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its 
season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, 
But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, Nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the way of 
the wicked shall perish.

HOURS OF WORSHIP OUR ADDRESS IS:
Sunday A.M. 9:30 Bible Study 7845 Cottonwood Dr.
Sunday A.M. 10:20 Assembled Worship Lenexa, Kansas 66216
Sunday P.M. 5:00 Assembled Worship 913-620-0563
Wednesday P.M. 7:00 Bible Study and Worship
Visitors welcome Check out the following websites:     

facebook.com/LenexaChurchofChrist
lenexachurchofchrist.org

          Evangelist and Editor Jim Stauffer                                                       
         Elders 
         Ron Peck
         Jim Stauffer
         Deacons 
         Bill Miller
         Troy Armstrong

NEWS AND NOTES:                     

THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYERS: 

ALMA BAUMGARTNER, DENESE 

GORING, BROOKLYN BOYER, 

TRACY RICHARDSON, MATT 

BASSFORD, WAYNE MOODY, 

DAVID AND JOANNE BECKLEY, KEN 

KLING, MARK WALKER, PAT 

MCLOUD. JAN PATRICK IS IN O.P. 

REGIONAL HOSPITAL ROOM 4827


Bible Classes: Sunday Morning 

Titus -  Jim Stauffer  

Wednesday Evening                     

Joshua, Judges, Ruth                  

Bill Miller 
                                                   

Sunday Sermon:
Jesus is Both Lord and 
Christ

      What Must I Do To Be Saved?         
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10


