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 Probably the most oft quoted, but sadly misused Bible passage is Matthew 7:1, 
“Judge not, that you be not judged.” Non-Christians and Christians alike misuse this 
passage by using it in attempts to justify behaviors or attitudes plainly condemned by 
God’s Word. Some would misuse this passage in an effort to justify things like 
homosexuality (Lev. 20:13; 1 Cor. 6:9-10). Such is an improper use of the passage for 
several reasons. 
1) Double standard. Those who use Matthew 7:1 to criticize those who would speak 
out against behaviors and attitudes plainly condemned by Scripture are doing exactly 
what they condemn. They use the passage to “judge” that others should “judge not”! 
To be consistent with their usage of the passage they should say nothing. Thus, they 
are guilty of hypocrisy for using a double standard. Consistency thou art a jewel! 
2) Violates the context of Matthew 7:1. Jesus’ words cannot be lifted from their 
context without misusing them. Immediately after saying “judge not” Jesus said, “Do 
not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine” (Matt. 7:6).  How 
can one determine if another is a “dog” or a “hog” without making a judgment? Later in 
the context Jesus says, “Beware of false prophets” (Matt. 7:15). How can one 
determine whether another is a “false prophet” without making a judgment? Thus, 
Jesus only condemns certain types of “judging.” 
3) The Bible commands Christians to make judgments. There are many, many 
passages of Scripture that require a Christian to do some “judging.”  For example, 
John said, “do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God” (1 
Jn. 4:1). Paul said, “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
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warning when through innovations men invent new ways to commit the same violations 
of the past. Let us teach and practice the word in its simplicity to the saving of our own 
souls and those of any we can teach along the way. 
        Jim Stauffer 
 
“Happiness is inward and not outward.  It does not depend on what we have, but on 
what we are.” 
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expose them” (Eph. 5:11) and, “if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness” (Gal. 6:1). Obedience to these 
commands is impossible without making judgments of others. 
4) Acceptable judging. What Jesus condemns in Matthew 7:1 is hypocritical judging. 
The hypocrite seeks to remove a “speck” from another’s eye when he himself has a 
“plank” in his own eye. Are we never to help our brother remove the “speck”? No, for 
verse 5 tells us to do that very thing, but only after removing the “plank” from our own 
eye. Acceptable judging is not hypocritical! Jesus said, “Do not judge according to 
appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” (Jn. 7:24) So acceptable judging 
cannot be surface judgment, but must be based on objective fact. Also, judging before 
one hears the facts is shameful and foolish (Prov. 18:13). Finally, acceptable judging 
requires the use of an acceptable standard. Your opinion is no better than mine and 
mine is no better than yours and neither are the proper standard.  The only proper 
standard is God’s Word, for it will judge all of us (Jn. 12:48). Let us remove our “planks” 
and “judge with righteous judgment.” 
        
_____________________________________________________ 
  
    A Case of Mistaken Identity 
 A man was being tailgated by a stressed out woman on a busy street. Suddenly, 
the light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the 
crosswalk, though he could have beaten the red light, accelerating through the 
intersection. The tailgater was furious, honking her horn, screaming in frustration as she 
missed her chance to get through the intersection, dropping her cell phone and makeup. 
While still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a 
very serious police officer. He ordered her to exit her car with her hands up. He took her 
to the police station where she was searched, finger printed, photographed, and placed 
in a holding cell. After a couple of hours she was escorted back to the booking desk 
where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects. 
 He said, “I’m sorry for this mistake. I pulled up behind you while you were blowing 
your horn, rudely gesturing at the guy in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I 
saw the ‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper sticker, the ‘Choose Life’ license plate holder, 
the ‘Follow Me to Sunday School’ bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish 
emblem on the trunk, Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car.” 
        - by Curt Hughes 
__________________________________________________________ 
                 

    A Little Historical Perspective 
 We often hear the expression, “Those who do not learn from history are doomed 
to repeat it.” 
 The church has suffered from the failure of men to learn from past actions of 
their ancestors. The brief review discussed here is not meant to be exhaustive in its 
discussion of church division. Rather it is intended to show how brethren over the 
years have fallen for the same errors time after time. 
 In 1 Cor. 1:10 Paul says, “Now I beseech you brethren through the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.” When we combine this with the teaching of Eph. 4:4-6 which says, “There is 
one body and one Spirit even as ye were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and 
in all.”; we should recognize the seriousness of division and the source of instruction to 
avoid it. 
 It must become our goal to be led by the one Lord of our lives and accept His 
authority since he claims to have “all authority in heaven and on earth.” (Matt. 28:18) 
 But that has not been the case. In the 19th century in our country the musical 
instrument was introduced into the worship of the church. Without reiterating all the 
arguments from scripture against instrumental music, let us recognize the primary 
argument in its favor is a lack of specific condemnation of it. As a result, those who 
advocate it do so claiming it is expedient in the worship of God. 
 Well that argument has been used not only for the instrument, but also for the 
support of human institutions from the church treasury. Such organizations as 
missionary societies, orphan homes, bible colleges and any other social service or 
organization that could be justified as “a good thing.” 
 Claiming unauthorized actions such as these as expedients is clearly a way of 
circumventing our need to provide authority for them. 
 Each of us could come up with a social cause that is “a good thing” for the 
church to support, but we could not come up with authority in scripture and would 
therefore be redirecting the efforts of the church to something unintended by its 
Designer. 
 The church is to be the pillar and ground of the truth and as such must operate 
by the authority of the truth of God’s word. It must not and cannot become an 
extension of the ideas of men to improve society. 
 All we need to do to avoid the failures of the past in this regard is trust His word 
as His complete revelation to mankind. By keeping this ever before us it will serve as a 
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