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  If there is one thing consistent among almost every Christian I have ever talked 
to, preached to, studied with, no matter what level of maturity, no matter how long 
we’ve been a Christian, most of us think we need to do better at prayer. Either by 
praying more, praying longer, praying deeper. I say “almost every Christian” because I 
did poll one congregation during a sermon and one brother raised his hand to say his 
prayer life was good enough. But I think my polling now ranks in the thousands. One in 
thousands is not too inspiring. So, what can we do to improve our prayers lives?  I’d 
like to share 5 things that have improved my prayer life. I hope they may help you as 
well.  
  
#1: Schedule an appointment with God. 
 Don’t just intend to pray. Schedule it. Mark it in your day-planner. Put it on the 
calendar. If you wanted to meet with your boss, you’d schedule it. If you wanted to go 
on a date, you’d schedule it. When you want to meet with God, schedule it. When 
someone asks you to have coffee during that time, politely explain you already have an 
appointment with someone far more important. 
 
#2: Have a place of prayer. 

Obviously you can pray anywhere at anytime. I encourage you to pray 
everywhere. But I have also found that having a place dedicated to my specific and 
purposeful prayer time has been very powerful. Why? When I have a place dedicated 
to praying, every time I even pass by it, I start thinking about prayer. Sometimes it 
prompts prayer even when I wasn’t planning it. 
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 If he deserves one on his deathbed, wouldn’t it be in his best interest to hear the 
truth before he is in that condition. Would that not put him in a better position to do 
something about his lost condition? 
 If it is courage we lack or opportunity we lack, let us pray to be useful in 
teaching the truth of the gospel plan of salvation to those who are lost. 
       Jim Stauffer 
Some quotes worth pondering….  
“We don’t fail because we don’t know what to do; we fail because we don’t do what we 
know we should do.” 
 
“We must look for the opportunity in  every difficulty, instead of being paralyzed at the 
thought of the difficulty in every opportunity.” The Beacon Electronic Edition  
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(As an aside, don’t make your place of prayer your bed or easy chair. One 
complaint I’ve often heard among those who pray is, “I want to pray more, better, longer, 
but every time I start praying, I fall asleep.” I ask, “Where are you praying?” The 
response, “Oh, in bed.” I agree with many who say, “What better way to fall asleep.” 
However, I also agree with those who say, “If you fell asleep every time you talked to 
me, I’d start to get offended.” I have a place dedicated for sleep. I try not to confuse the 
issue by also making that my place dedicated to prayer.) 

 
#3: Pray out loud. 
 This may sound odd, but it has helped me tremendously. Obviously, there are 
times praying out loud isn’t appropriate. When you are in that staff meeting and your 
boss is getting on your last nerve, you probably shouldn’t pray out loud, “Dear God, help 
me deal with this man.” But, pray out loud sometimes and see if it doesn’t help. It helps 
me because when I’m praying my mind can tend to wander. When I’m praying in my 
head, it is often hard to tell when I’m praying and when I’m just thinking. When I pray out 
loud, I can always tell. I’m praying when I’m making noise, I’m just thinking when I’m not. 
By the way, it is great to spend some time thinking while we pray. So even when you 
pray out loud, don’t be worried about times of silence. Take some time to think about 
what you are praying, but then pray it out loud. 

 
#4: Make lists. 
 One of the most helpful tools I’ve developed is my “prayer Moleskine.” In it, I have 
lists of prayers from the Bible and other sources that I love to repeat. I have lists of 
praise prayers from the psalms that help me praise God. I have lists for thanksgiving, 
special requests, evangelists I know, churches I’ve been to, family, friends, granted 
requests. With these lists all in one place, I don’t have any trouble praying more and 
longer. In fact, the big trouble is now I have so much to pray for that I struggle finding the 
time. 
 
#5: Plan your praying. 
 Now that I have so much to pray for, I’ve learned to plan my praying. This is 
different from scheduling. Scheduling was setting a time to pray. Planning means 
figuring out what to pray when. You don’t have to pray for everything on your lists every 
day. Rather, plan to pray for certain things on each day. For instance, Sunday is my 
praise and thanksgiving day. While I do some of that every day, Sunday is specifically 
for that purpose. Monday is my day to pray for evangelism and evangelists. Tuesday is 
my day to pray for my family and friends. And so on. Obviously, this is not hard and fast. 

I have some issues going on in my extended family that I pray for every day right now. 
These are just general guidelines that help me. 
 

What is the Value of Truth 
 It is interesting to observe mankind and how he reacts to the truth. We often use 
the same rationalization regarding truth that Pilate used when speaking to Jesus. He 
asked, “What is truth?” (John 18:38) His statement, like so many today, implies 
everyone has his version of truth and there is no definitive way of verification. 
 It is important to note Jesus had just said in the prior verse that truth was what 
He bore witness to. 
 Jesus had spent a reasonable amount of time before a reasonable sample of 
the population demonstrating His claim to be the Son of God. Rejection of Him by the 
Jewish leaders was actually contrary to what many of them believed about Him. We 
are told many of the rulers believed on Him but would not confess it because they 
feared the Pharisees would put them out of the synagogue. 
 That, in itself is a pretty clear testimony both to the truth of Jesus’ teaching and 
an accurate commentary on the response by man to truth that does not fit his plans. 
 This is an accurate fulfillment of a couple of Paul’s statements regarding truth. 
He raised the question with the Galatians as to whether the one who tells you an 
unpleasant truth is your enemy. (Gal. 4:16) It seems Jesus became the enemy of the 
powerful Pharisees because He taught them an “inconvenient truth”. Paul also says 
man tends to choose a lie over the truth because it fits better what he wants to do. 
(Rom. 1:25) 
 We must recall that Jesus speaks to the power of truth when He says it will free 
us from the bondage of sin. (John 8:32) He further states in His prayer in John 17 it will 
sanctify the child of God. 
 Truth is inconvenient because we have usually already charted our course and 
it forces us to change. If we are really desirous of being right, we will accept that 
change. 
 Ask yourself whether a dying man deserves the truth. Whether his question 
relates to his health if he is unaware of his terminal condition or another matter in the 
past he simply wants to know the answer to before he dies. It may not have much 
effect on matters whether he receives the answer or not. His life will end at the same 
time and essentially with the same effect. 
 Now ask yourself whether a dying man deserves to know the truth about his 
soul and salvation while he is on his deathbed. We would all agree he does, simply 
because it will allow him to affect his eternal destination. 
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