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THE LENEXA EDIFIER
ROMANS 14:19 ....Let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which one may edify another.

NOVEMBER 4, 2012

! Phil. 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are 
honorable, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things. As Paul 
closes his letter to the Philippians he gives 
advice on conducting one’s life in harmony 
with the God of heaven. The very next verse 
gives his reason for verse 8, Phil. 4:9 The 
things which ye both learned and received 
and heard and saw in me, these things do: 
and the God of peace shall be with you. 
 Paul is telling us to take control of our 
thoughts but it is also obvious our thoughts 
reflect who we really are.
 Jesus taught us to lay up eternal 
treasures in heaven rather than have earthly 
treasures that will not endure. (Matt. 6:19-21)
He further taught that “out of the abundance 
of the heart his mouth speaketh.” (Luke 6:45)
The easily understood lesson is that we 
should be concerned with noble thoughts and 
ideas and if we are, these will dominate our       

conversation.
 John presents the other side of this 
discussion when he warns us about the 
influence of the world. 1 John 2:15 Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of 
the eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever. His 
advice is not to think on things of the world. 
Again, do not allow this world to represent the 
“abundance of your heart”, and “lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon the earth.”
 Now, ask yourself, not anyone else, 
just yourself. What do I talk about when I am 
around others, even my brethren? Am I 
consumed with sports, politics and the current 
social events of the day? Or do I spend my 
time thinking about and discussing these 
honorable things to which Paul refers? I am 
not suggesting there is anything wrong with 
discussing matters of this world, but rather we
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must not be consumed with them. Just as the 
Apostles cited have followed in the footsteps of 
Christ, we should as well cause our lives to be 
dominated by more noble thoughts and 
discussions.
 Just as surely as we speak from the 
“abundance of our hearts”, we also live our lives 
according to the training and discipline stored in 
our hearts. The perfect example of this is given 
by the Apostle Peter in the following text: 1 Pet. 
3:1 In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, even if any obey not 
the word, they may without the word be gained 
by the behavior of their wives; 2 beholding your 
chaste behavior coupled with fear. The 
behavior of the wife that causes the husband to 
believe is chaste. She lives a pure, innocent 
and modest life that comes from the abundance 
of her heart. The same behavior is described in 
1 Pet. 3:16 as a “good manner of life” and 
vindicates the persecuted Christian in the eyes 
of both God and the world.
 It is elementary and we all know that our 
thoughts control our actions. As a result, the 
God in heaven, who created us all commands 
us to meditate on the pure things of life and in 
so doing, lead ourselves and others to pure 
living.

THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT
Part 3
What Jesus Built 

 In studying what Jesus promised and 
built, we learn that God’s people composed the 
church. The people that He had so long sought 
through Old Testament times and arrangements 
were now built upon the foundation that He 
himself had laid. Different figures used in the 
New Testament teach us what Jesus built.
From the standpoint of their loyalty to God, His 
people were the family of God, made up of 
spiritual children (1 Tim. 3:15).
 From the viewpoint of their privileges and 
responsibilities under the reign of Christ, they 
are citizens in the spiritual kingdom (Col. 1:13). 
As people married to Christ and demonstrating 
their allegiance to Him, they are His bride (2 
Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:22-32). In their relation to 
Christ as master and teacher, those in the 
church are disciples and Christians (Acts 

11:26). In their connection with each other, they 
sometimes are portrayed as members of a body 
headed by Christ (Eph. 1:23). While it is not the 
body of Ephesians 1:23, even in a local-church 
context the members are compared to a 
physical body (1 Cor. 12:12-27). As those 
empowered to serve and worship God for 
themselves, apart from human mediation, 
Christians are priests in the holy priesthood (1 
Pet. 2:5). The makeup of the Lord’s church is 
easily learned by such a comparison with these 
figures, for they all convey helpful information 
about God’s people, built upon the foundation 
of Jesus Christ. In other words, we see in all 
such figures/illustrations the connection of the 
church to the very foundation laid by the Lord, 
for all of them depend on the acceptance of 
Jesus’ divine messiahship. Only when people 
hear God’s prophet, bow before the reigning 
king, and are cleansed by the high priest’s 
atoning work can they become part of the 
church or enter any of the parallel relationships 
mentioned in this paragraph.
 What Jesus did on Pentecost in 
beginning the church, He continues to do by the 
same means of gospel preaching and 
obedience on the part of individuals (1 Pet. 
2:5). The work of redemption, finalized in 
Christ’s work, must be applied to individuals 
through the work of preaching the gospel. As 
long as people are responding in faith to the 
gospel, living stones “are being built” into the 
spiritual house (NKJB rendering of Peter’s 
verse). The spiritual house begun on that 
memorable Pentecost is an unfinished work, 
because the Lord’s delay of His coming mean 
more souls can be saved (2 Pet. 3:15).
 It reasonably follows the preceding line 
of thought that those built by Christ into His 
church would be designated as His people. 
Whatever the Lord called them is what they 
ought to call themselves. Earlier parallel 
relationships teach us what the Lord sometimes 
called His people. No formal (proper) name is 
there found that must be always employed to 
the exclusion of the other names. Brethren 
insisting on one such name ought to face this 
reality. Brethren seeking to escape association 
with the teaching/practice mandated by Christ, 
by avoidance of some name found in the New 
Testament, ought also to face this reality.
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Government of the Church

 When Jesus spoke of the kingdom of 
heaven, He alluded to that which had brought 
Him to earth and which both He and His 
predecessor John had announced as being 
near. “Kingdom” often conveys its basic 
meaning of reign or dominion, but here Jesus 
most likely referred to the church as being 
interchangeable with the kingdom (an extended 
meaning referring to those over whom Jesus 
rules—that is, who have accepted His rule). 
Jesus began His reign upon His return to 
heaven and later began the church when Peter 
used the keys of the kingdom to open the 
church to human beings. The government of 
the Lord’s church is that of a kingdom, because 
Christ is king over this spiritual realm.
 Lee Woodward, a close friend and 
fellow-teacher, frequently told his new classes 
at the beginning of the school year that his 
classroom was not a democracy, but a 
dictatorship. He simply meant that he was the 
one in charge in the classroom, not that he 
ruled as a tyrant. All need to understand that 
Jesus is in charge in the church. The church is 
not governed by an oligarchy, a democracy, or 
an aristocracy. Neither the majority nor the 
minority rules the church; Jesus does! He is 
king, raised from the dead and exalted to His 
position by God the Father (Acts 13:32-39). 
Those in His church have willingly accepted His 
rule. For this reason no member of any 
congregation should act as if he rules the 
church. No one has the right to usurp the kingly 
role of Christ, who alone enjoys the approval of 
heaven in His role.
 In the New Testament the kingship of 
Jesus is equated with His role as Lord (Acts 
2:36) and head of the church (Eph. 5:23). In all 
three of these varied expressions—king, head, 
and Lord, the central idea is that of His 
authority. The idea of a king stresses His rule 
over His people. The image of a head 
emphasizes His control of the members of His 
body. The word “Lord” focuses on His position 
as master over His servants. One cannot be in 
the church apart from surrendering his own will 
to that of Christ. The same divine authority that 
conducts one into the church is also operative 
in the church for both individual and collective 

action. It is imperative that all belonging to 
Christ understand the authority of Christ over 
them in both connections. Whatever decisions 
one makes or a local church makes ought to be 
made in view of the teaching of Christ and His 
apostles. He is in charge! There is no room in 
the body of Christ for members who seek to 
control the head or other members, or for 
servants who seek to become masters, or for 
citizens who rise up in rebellion against their 
king to “boss” the other citizens or their king.
 Inherent in Christ’s plan for His people in 
local churches is the role of a plurality of elders, 
but they must not act as lords over God’s 
heritage (1 Pet. 5:3). As examples and wise 
spiritual leaders, they “stand before” the sheep 
to show them the way and to teach them to 
follow. In their oversight there are judgment 
decisions that they must make, but even here 
they should consider the needs, wishes, and 
welfare of the church, not their own selfish 
desires. In this respect they submit first to 
Christ and then to their fellow-Christians. Elders 
are not a part of the government in the sense 
that Jesus is, for they share no legislative 
power with Him. They do, however, occupy a 
very important role in the functioning of a local 
church.
   By Bobby Graham

There’ll be no jobs bill in heaven
No government aid is in store

For all of the heavenly households
Will find that their labors are ‘oer

There’ll be no health insurance in  
heaven

No bureaucrat rules to annoy
And there’ll be no pain and no illness

In that city of unending joy
    by Grant Clothier

Agnosticism

G.K. Chesterson once said that it is often 
supposed that when people stop believing in 
God, they believe in nothing. Alas, it is worse 
than that. When they stop believing in God, 
they believe in anything.
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1 Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light:

Psalms 1: 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scoffers; 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on 
his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, that 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the 
wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For 
Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the wicked shall perish. 

News and Notes: Let us remember the instruction of our Lord by visiting in whatever way we can, 
Jan Patrick, Mary Czirr, Terry Czirr, Candiss Cason, and Grant Clothier as he recuperates at 
home.

Please clear your calendars for August 17, 2013 for Ladies Day at the Lenexa church of Christ 
7845 Cottonwood Dr. Lenexa, Kansas 66216 - 9:00 A.M. - 11:45 A.M.

Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 
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We recommend to you the following 
websites:

facebook.comlenexachurchofchrist/
thelenexaedifier.com
lenexachurchofchrist.org

Our Meeting times are:
Sunday Bible Classes: 9:30 AM
Worship Services 10:20 AM&5:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 PM

The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren 
who have been “justified 
freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 
3:24) 

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out 
of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of the Son 
of his love, in whom we have 
our redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
(Colossians 1:13,14)

We therefore respect the 
inspired word of God that will 
completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17; 1 Peter 
4:11)

What must one do to be 
saved?
Hear the gospel - 
Romans 10:17
Believe in Christ - 
Heb. 11:6
Repent of sin - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - 
Romans 10:9,10
Be baptized for the 
remission of sins - Acts 
2:38


