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THE LENEXA EDIFIER
ROMANS 14:19 ....Let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which one may edify another.

NOVEMBER 4, 2012

! Paul tells us clearly the Old Testament 
characters and events are to be used by 
those under the New Covenant for learning 
and instruction. Rom. 15:4 For whatever 
things were written before were written for our 
learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.    
1 Cor. 10:6 Now these things became our 
examples, to the intent that we should not lust 
after evil things as they also lusted. 
 Somehow we find it difficult to recall 
these events at times of temptation. 1 Cor. 
10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has 
overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you 
to be tempted beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will also make the way of 
escape, that you may be able to bear it.
 Maybe it is because we see the Kings of 
Israel consistently following in the footsteps of 
those who had gone before them. It is often 
spoken concerning their leadership, “he 
followed the sins of Jereboam, the son of 
Nebat.”

 We seem to lose contact with the 
reality of these people and treat them as 
stories rather than historical events among 
God’s people.
 These people faced the temptations of 
the flesh just as we do and many of them 
failed and even a few succeeded. Kind of 
reminds us of the truth of Jesus’ words about 
the ‘broad way and many’ and the ‘narrow 
way and few. (Mat. 7:13,14)
 Now we understand from Scripture that 
God deals in the affairs of men as He sees fit. 
(Dan. 2:21; 4:25) But do we see the faith in 
God or lack of it in the people involved in 
these events?
 Even Nebuchadnezzar, with Daniel at 
his beck and call struggled to consistently 
recognize and revere God with the help of 
several demonstrations of God’s power 
directed specifically toward him.
 We soon realize everyone faces the 
temptation to solve his own problems through 
human reasoning and resources. The Old 
Testament examples consistently teach us 
that trust in God above all else is the answer.
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When we consort with fleshly resources today 
we are practicing the same the Kings of Israel 
and Judah resorted to when they were faced 
with daunting tasks. We are forgetting to trust in 
God. An excellent example is the King of Judah, 
Asa. He made an alliance with the King of Syria 
to enable him to withstand the attacks of the 
nation of Israel. God chastised him through the 
words of Hanani, the prophet in 2 Chron. 16.
 Yes, God has played a role in the powers 
that be from the beginning of time and will 
continue that today. But, whether it is nations 
(Jer. 18:7-10) or individuals, (2 Tim. 4:17)  He 
has promised to bless, sustain and reward the 
faithful. (Rev. 2:10) Will that be enough for us?
 The Apostle Paul has instructed us to 
look at the lives of those gone before and be 
reminded of the promises and faithfulness of 
God. Deut. 7:9 Therefore know that the Lord 
your God, He is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand 
generations with those who love Him and keep 
His commandments.

THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT                                                                     
Part 2                                                                                                         
Builder and Owner
 “I will build My church.” Whatever might 
have existed in earlier times and have been 
called “church” was not what Jesus here 
promised to build (Acts 7:38). What He 
anticipated would be something that He would 
initiate and would be peculiarly His own. It is 
true that Jesus did not personally construct the 
church while on the earth but left such work for 
His apostles to carry out after His ascension to 
heaven (Acts 2). For this work He sent the 
Spirit of truth to guide them (Jn. 16:13). 
Through their proclamation of Him as Lord and 
Christ and people’s reception of the gospel 
message, the church began to take shape as 
the materials were being formed. This building 
process was possible because Jesus had laid 
the foundation by this time through 
demonstration of His messiahship and deity. It 
was for the belief of people that He 
demonstrated beyond honest and reasonable 
doubt that He was who He claimed to be; apart 
from that belief and the willingness to act upon 
it there could be no church. From heaven He 
sent the Spirit and from heaven He supervised 

the building of is His church. It was and is His 
because all that pertains to it is part of His work: 
(1) His deity was His by essential nature and 
His messianic role was His by the Father’s 
appointment, giving the foundation its divine 
quality. (2) All who compose the church are His 
by their willing reception of the gospel, including 
its message that He is God’s Son with power, 
giving the superstructure its relationship to 
Christ. To state the same principle another way, 
we would say that all members of Christ’s body 
have been filtered through the gospel, which 
admits only penitent, baptized believers into the 
church. By virtue of their belief of the gospel 
and their penitent obedience in baptism, they 
are saved from their sins and added by Christ 
to the church (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). Thus saved 
and added by Him, they are His—“My church.” 
 Only as we believe Him and act 
according to His instructions as head of the 
church do we honor the One who built the 
church. There ought to be no inclination to 
speak or act as if the church is “our church.” 
Whatever positive traits characterize the body 
of Christ derive from Christ, our foundation and 
builder. Redeemed with the price of His blood, 
all in the church are His property, with no 
property rights of our own. Paul explained that 
“ye are not your own, for ye were bought with a 
price” (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Only by viewing 
ourselves as being His possession and 
conducting ourselves in accord with His will can 
we glorify the Lord, whose we are.
 Time of Building                                         
 Jesus looked to the future in His promise 
to build the church. “I will build My church.” 
Nothing that originated before this discussion 
between Jesus and the disciples was the Lord’s 
church, for Jesus said it still had to be built. It is 
sometimes claimed by men that the church had 
its inception at creation, in the call of Israel out 
of Egypt, or during the preparatory ministry of 
John the baptizer; but each such claim falls on 
its face as untrue and against the clear light of 
Jesus’ promise of the future building of His 
church.                                                              
 A bit of study will reveal why Jesus could 
not have earlier built His church. Though Jesus 
was divine before His entry into this world by 
being born to Mary, His deity was not 
demonstrated to men. The same can be said of
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His role as messiah, for the Father’s plan to 
send Him into the world with His approval did 
not become obvious to men until Jesus had 
come to earth, lived, died, buried, been 
resurrected from the dead, and ascended to 
heaven. Peter confessed Jesus in Matthew 16 
because divine revelation caused him to do so. 
Divine revelation that would benefit all people 
awaited future events. Only when Jesus had 
completed His earthly career did people in 
general have a firm basis for belief in Him, and 
only after His coronation at God’s right hand did 
He begin to exert His regal power as king. The 
foundation of the church thus depended on His 
life, death, resurrection, and reign. If the church 
had been built before Jesus ascended, there 
would have been no foundation. It is no surprise 
that Jesus built His church only after He had left 
earth. Only then was it demonstrable that the 
gates of Hades could not deter the building of 
His church. Only then would the gospel 
message be proclaimed in the name of the 
risen Christ (Lk. 24:26-27). Only then were 
people called upon to repent and be baptized in 
the name of Christ (Acts 2:38). Only then were 
baptized believers added by the Lord to the 
church (Acts 2:47). Any attempt to build the 
church before Pentecost in Acts 2 would have 
been truly premature, lacking the certainty that 
it could have later enjoyed.
   By Bobby Graham

COMPROMISE
(The tool of Satan)

 A man can compromise with the 
representative of the seller on the price of an 
automobile or house or any asset he may 
desire to purchase. There is no certified verity 
in such a matter. But when it comes to the truth 
revealed to mankind from God, there is 
absolutely no room for compromise.
 No one argues the facts of mathematical 
calculations. 2+2=4 every time and no one 
denies it. We understand its truth has been 
verified and no one doubts it.                              
 Jesus said, Sanctify them by Your truth. 
Your word is truth. (John 17:17) The word of 
God has withstood the test of time and no one 
has been successful at proving it to be false.
 Why then do many who claim to believe 
it seek to make peace with those who deny it by 

meeting somewhere in the middle of the two 
positions. Some words of wisdom follow from a 
truth seeker from the late 19th and early 20th 
Century, W.W. Otey.
 Nothing is sacred but truth. Any theory or 
faith not founded in truth should and must fail. 
The religion of Christ and evolution are as 
opposite as the poles. All efforts to harmonize 
them must fail. Those who attempt to 
harmonize the two positions lose the respect of 
both evolutionists and Christians. Christianity is 
boldly attacked. The theory of evolution seeks 
to supplant Christianity, and the leading 
evolutionists categorically deny every 
fundamental of the religion of Christ. It is true 
that some evolutionists talk about a God, but 
not the God revealed in the Bible, and claim 
that “Evolution and Religion are not 
incompatible.” But the religion such have in 
mind is not the revealed religion of Christ but 
only a religious instinct supposedly inherited 
from the brute creation. There are some self 
appointed emissaries rushing back and forth 
between the camps, but no flag of truce will be 
unfurled. It is a challenge to Christianity 
unequalled since the passing of the rack (rack 
for torture - jcs) and the fagot (burning at the 
stake - jcs). It is to be a test of the “survival of 
the fittest”, and but one will be left on the field.
 The unmodified religion of Christ is 
attacked in its every fundamental. It is founded 
on the belief that man was created in the moral 
image of God; sinned; Jesus born of a virgin; 
performed many miracles; was crucified to 
redeem man; was raised from the dead; 
ascended to heaven; was crowned Lord of all; 
will come again; raise the dead; immortalize the 
obedient and dwell with them forever.
 Bro. Otey goes on to point out 
evolutionists deny the inspiration of the Bible, 
thus they reject each and everyone of these 
events and promises found in Scripture.
 He continues to say; Destroy belief in 
these fundamentals and the foundation of all 
morals is removed. It is the belief of these that 
has lifted the so called Christian nations above 
the level of non-Christian nations. 
 The quotes and comments are taken and 
concluded from Creation or Evolution, by 
W.W. Otey
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Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;

1 Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light:

Psalms 1: 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scoffers; 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on 
his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, that 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the 
wicked shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For 
Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the wicked shall perish.

News and Notes: Let us remember the instruction of our Lord by visiting in whatever way we can, 
Jan Patrick, Mary Czirr, Terry Czirr, Candiss Cason, and Grant Clothier who will go home today.

Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 
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The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren 
who have been “justified 
freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 
3:24) 

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out 
of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of the Son 
of his love, in whom we have 
our redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
(Colossians 1:13,14)

We therefore respect the 
inspired word of God that will 
completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17; 1 Peter 
4:11)

What must one do to be 
saved?
Hear the gospel - 
Romans 10:17
Believe in Christ - 
Heb. 11:6
Repent of sin - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - 
Romans 10:9,10
Be baptized for the 
remission of sins - Acts 
2:38


