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“What Kind of  Man Are You?”
by Jim Stauffer

As a child growing up, heroes were an all 
consuming thought. Great athletes who were big 
and strong and talented were at the forefront of 
my world. Listening to my father talk about the 
great athletes of the day helped formulate my 
thoughts about who my favorites were.

Then there were the respected intellectuals 
of the day. Again, hearing their thoughts 
repeated and listening to his thoughts about 
their ideas caused me to choose certain ones as 
men to idolize.

It seems clear we all respect those who 
expertly perform functions we enjoy. Whether it 
is athletics, education, the arts, or whatever we 
enjoy, there are those at the top of the field we 
admire.

Our concept of greatness is too often 
determined by the physical skills of men. That is 
human nature.

But what makes a man great in the eyes of 
God? Paul says when we allowed our “nature” 
to rule, we were children of God’s wrath. (Eph. 
2:3) He then encourages us to strive for 
perfection (maturity) in the eyes of God by, 
“forgetting the things which are behind and 
stretching forward to the things which are 

before.” (Phil. 3:13) It seems apparent God’s 
view of the greatness of man is very different 
from ours.

God does not honor the glory seeking 
individual who strives to master his skills for the 
fame and money it brings. He gives grace to the 
humble and exalts him in due time. (1 Pet. 
5:5,6)

What kind of reception does a humble 
servant of God receive from men by 
comparison? First, he is not sufficiently flashy to 
draw attention. He doesn’t sound a trumpet 
when he helps those less fortunate than he. He 
doesn’t pray on the street corners to be seen of 
men. (Mat. 6:1-5) He may well live like the 
Apostle Paul did in the knowledge his sufferings 
on earth are only for the moment. He may 
believe they will work toward an eternal weight 
in glory when he leaves this earthly tabernacle 
to be present with the Lord in a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. (2 Cor. 4:16-5:8)

Now that sounds good enough alright, but 
how do I change my feelings about greatness 
and pivot 180 degrees to this position.
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continued from page 1
You might study the Apostle Paul. He was a 

promising Rabbi under the law of Moses. He had 
the best education by studying under the best, 
Gamaliel. He learned the truth about the life 
which comes from God and how to best serve 
that God in order to receive the life promised 
through His Son. His ability to accurately judge 
the greater value helped him change. This 
happens to men today as it did then, when they 
put on Christ.  (Gal. 3:26,27)

You might consider the influence of God on 
the life of a man by reading about Jacob in the 
Old Testament. He was changed from one who 
was unscrupulous and dishonest. He deceived 
his brother and father and took advantage of their 
weaknesses and susceptibility in order to gain 
Esau’s birthright and blessing. But he grew into a 
man who worked long, hard and honest years 
even while being deceived to gain his wife. His 
character was changed and as a result, God 
changed his name from Jacob to Israel, which 
means “rules as God or ruling with God.”

You see, the influence of God and Christ in 
our lives was and is intended and capable to 
change us from emphasis on the carnal to the 
spiritual. (1 Cor. 3:1-3)

THE WORLD'S PERCEPTION OF THE 
CHURCH

The world in general knows little about the 
collective activities of the Lord's church. Most of 
the world has rarely, if ever, even visited in the 
assemblies of the local church and learned first-
hand how local churches worship, how they study 
the Scriptures, and how they conduct the work 
that the Scriptures assign to them. It should not 
be surprising then that the world's conception of 
the Lord's church is often misguided and full of 
misconceptions. The suggestion that the church 
is a cult is a good illustration of such 
misunderstanding. Further, as long as the world 
gathers its information about the churches of 

Christ from second-hand sources who are 
misinformed or prejudiced against the church, the 
world will continue to know little about the church 
that belongs to Christ.

The principal avenue through which the world 
learns about the church is through the lives of the 
saints; therefore, woe is unto us if we are not the 
salt of the earth! We must be open to the inquiries 
of the world and be ready to give a correct 
answer to the questions asked concerning the 
Lord's church (1 Pet. 3:15,16) and the hope that 
is in us. We need to encourage people to ask 
questions and then give them Scriptural answers 
when they do ask. At the same time, our conduct 
of life must be befitting of the gospel, the doctrine 
of Christ (Phil. 1:27-30; 2 Jno. 9). "Beloved, I 
beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having 
your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may, by your good works which they observe, 
glorify God in the day of visitation" (1 Pet. 
2:11,12). We can encourage questions by our 
comments and by the way we answer questions 
in directness and meekness. Perhaps we need to 
give more thought to learning how to provoke 
questions and stir up interest.

After all, who can better answer questions 
about the Lord's church than the Lord's church 
itself? If you wanted to get accurate information 
about a Baptist church, would you ask a 
Methodist or a Baptist? If you wanted to learn the 
rules of basketball, would you ask a golfer or read 
an official basketball rule book? We must, by a 
thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, equip 
ourselves for the upholding and defense of the 
truth (2 Tim. 2:15; Phil. 1:7-17). The Scriptures 
are our source of information, our standard of 
faith and practice, our basis of making judgments 
and decisions, our blueprint for building our lives, 
and our appeal in times of controversy. "Thus 
saith the Lord" is ever our answer and is never       
                continued on page 3 
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out of step with the times or the lives of the 
saints. We stand on solid ground when we can 
rightly and accurately preface our remarks and 
responses with "The Bible says..."

In conclusion then, what can we do to help 
people to perceive the truth about the church of 
Christ? We can continually encourage them to 
"come and see" for themselves (Jno. 1: 46). We 
can insist that they examine what we do and 
teach by the New Testament. We can show them 
by our conduct what it means to be a saint. We 
can continue to worship God earnestly "In Spirit 
and in Truth," and we can continue to serve 
others in righteousness and true and honorable 
conduct. We can put God first in our lives and put 
our faith and trust in Him.                                                                                     
      By Gilbert Alexander 

              THE DISCIPLES
                   by Carey Scott

In the presence of Deity, the disciples dwelt,
Something was special, these men felt,
They did not see Him who was the One.
They did not see Him, who was the Son.

As they waited in the appointed place,
The Spirit came to them with power and grace.
Their ears were opened, their eyes began to see.
The Holy One of heaven, who died upon a tree.

For years they had tarried with this great man.
They did not realize that He was God's plan.
Now, they see him, the One who is Lord of all,
He changed their lives, and they declared it all.

Their minds now open, they speak the great words.
Boldly proclaiming, Him who was the Good Shepherd.
He died for them, this they finally knew,
Though all are welcome, there will only be a few.

What they did not understand and could not see,
Was now made known for them to make them free.
The powerful Gospel, which leads to salvation,
Has now been proclaimed in every nation. 

THE DUCK DYNASTY CONTROVERSY                                            
 While most agree crude and graphic 
illustrations of sin are superfluous, one must 
balance the criticism of Phil Robertson with the 
truth of the Bible.                                                                
 Robertson has been referred to by many as 
some radical thinking anachronism and thus by 
many, dismissed as having no basis for the 
comments he made. The facts just do not support 
that. Are we to assume by the contempt many 
have shown to the scriptural foundation of his 
comments, one is no longer acceptable if he 
believes the Bible?                                           
 Well, of course that is what Hollywood, LGBT, 
GLAAD and all other organizations and sources 
who support the gay lifestyle would desire.   
 There is a history among men of picking and 
choosing what scripture to heed based on their 
chosen activity. The Lord’s church has dealt with 
this for years while combatting the idea of 
denominationalism. 1 Cor. 1:10ff decries the idea 
of denominating the church. Jesus said he would 
build His church, singular. There is only one 
church ever discussed in scripture. Yet men 
continue to practice such religious division. Why? 
Because it suits their desires. They choose how 
to worship God rather than submit to His choice 
of how to worship Him.                                      
 The same is true in this controversy. We are 
witnessing this trend regarding the subject of 
homosexuality all over our country as state after 
state begins to allow same sex marriage contrary 
to the law of God. Just one of many situations 
where people call on or dismiss the morality of 
the Bible when it suits their purposes.                                                       
 There seems to be a personal agenda to 
nearly everything people accept or reject today. 
Yet we hear the outcry of why can’t we just get 
along? It is because we all have a different set of 
standards, approved in our own mind. when we 
choose to accept God’s word as such, our 
divisions will disappear and we can agree on 
what is good and what is evil.                                              
        Jim Stauffer      
Is. 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter! 
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Eph. 2:19-21 “So then ye are no more strangers and 
sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of  
the household of  God, being built upon the foundation of  the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself  being the chief  
corner stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed 
together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord.”

Psalms 1:1-6 “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of  the wicked, nor standeth in the way of  
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of  the scoffers; but his delight 
is in the law of  Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate 
day and night.  And he shall be like a tree planted by 
streams of  water, that bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 
whose leaf  also doth not wither; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper. The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff  
which the wind driveth away. Therefore the wicked shall not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of  the 

righteous. For Jehovah knoweth the way of  the righteous; but 
the way of  the wicked shall perish.”                        

Vicky Johnson is our newest member. baptized 
on December 19. she was unable to make it last 
Sunday due to the weather. Be sure to visit with 
her Sunday and make her feel welcome to the 
Lenexa congregation.                           

Let us remember the instruction of  our Lord by 
visiting in whatever way we can, Jan Patrick, 
Alma Baumgartner, Mary Czirr, Terry 
Czirr, Candiss Cason and Lillie Keech.  J.R. 
Daniel remains at Indian Creek Care Center at 
103rd and Metcalf  for therapy.
Matt. 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of  these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me.

News & Notes
by Jim Stauffer

The Church at Lenexa is a 
congregation of brethren who 
have been “justified freely by 
his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:24).

As a result of this justification 
we have been “delivered out of 
darkness and translated into 
the kingdom of the Son of his 
love, in whom we have our 
redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).

We therefore respect the 
inspired Word of God that will 

completely furnish us unto 
every good work by speaking 
only as the oracles of God (2 
Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Peter 
4:11).
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WHAT MUST I DO TO BE 
SAVED?

•HEAR the gospel, Romans 
10:17

•BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, 
Hebrews 11:6

•REPENT of sin, Acts 17:30

•CONFESS Christ as Lord, 
Romans 10:9-10

•BE BAPTIZED for the 
remission of sins, Acts 2:38

VISITORS WELCOME!


