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Just after 5 P.M. Tuesday, February 18, 2014, 
Craig Michael Wood forcibly abducted 10 year old 
Hailey Owens near her home in Springfield, Mo. 
He successfully eluded a neighbor who had 
witnessed the kidnapping and within a few hours 
the small child had been sexually molested and 
murdered.

It is natural to question why such things occur, 
but the answer is not nearly as complex as 
psychology experts would have us believe.

In discussing things of this nature, one of the 
first things people say is “he is a sick man.” And 
no doubt they are right. But we as a society have 
begun to offer the answer “sickness” or “addiction” 
to such deviant behavior as if the person cannot 
avoid it or help himself. We are by the very 
attachment of such terms, without specific 
definition, offering an excuse for the behavior 
when our initial intent is to supply a reason.

Let us agree Mr. Wood was and is a sick man. 
But what is his sickness? The world does not 
listen to the explanation of God who created man. 
He knows the hearts and minds of men and has 
told us this sickness is a spiritual ailment. We 
continue to think the problem is an emotional 
disturbance originating from some physical 
source. But God has explained these patterns of 
behavior in Scripture. Paul tells us when we fail to 
walk by the Spirit we will fulfill the lusts of the 
flesh. Gal. 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these: fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, 
divisions, parties, 21 envyings, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, 
even as I did forewarn you, that they who practise 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Furthermore, Jesus taught the difference 
between physical and spiritual cleanliness by 
pointing to the condition of a man’s heart.        

Matt. 15:18 But the things which proceed out of 
the mouth come forth out of the heart; and they 
defile the man 19 For out of the heart come forth 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, railings: These are the 
things, Jesus says that defile a man. 

Jesus identifies Himself as a physician to heal 
the sickness of sin. Matt. 9:11 And when the 
Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, 
Why eateth your Teacher with the publicans and 
sinners? 12 But when he heard it, he said, They 
that are whole have no need of a physician, but 
they that are sick.

As the Police continue to search for evidence 
in this case they have already found child 
pornography in his residence. It is clear, he was 
feeding his heart the poison of lust. “Then the lust 
when it hath conceived beareth sin; and the sin 
when it is full grown bringeth forth death. (Jas. 
1:15)

Yes, Mr. Wood was a sick man. He was 
spiritually sick and in his case when his lust was 
conceived it went beyond the accepted norms of 
our society and translated into criminal activity.

What we must understand is he was already 
sick in his soul as a result of yielding to the 
temptation to lust. At this point the spiritual 
infection began. What the world is objecting to is 
the fruit of lust rather than the toleration of the lust 
to begin with. The problem cannot be solved by 
allowing the lust to continue. The criminal activity 
was only the fruit of the initial problem of lust that 
was allowed to conceive.

These things will continue in our society until 
we come to understand that fulfilling lust is sinful 
and leads farther than we plan to go and keeps us 
longer that we plan to stay.

Our societal ills are based in the sins of the 
flesh that all start with a selfish attitude that says I 
should be able to please myself regardless.

WHAT KIND OF SICKNESS IS IT?    
 Jim Stauffer



 “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matthew 18:10). Many of us have seen the 
bumper sticker that says, “Abortion stops a beating 
heart.” Is it not tragic that our national morals have 
declined to such a low point that abortion has 
become a means of ending unwanted pregnancies?        
 In many, many cases it is the result of fornication 
and the associated desire to live as one pleases 
without the unwanted consequences. Selfishness is 
the cause of the problem, and the so-called remedy 
of terminating the life of another in abortion is the 
ultimate expression of selfishness. One life is 
stamped out for the sheer physical pleasure and 
enjoyment of another.                                           
 I recently read the account of a doctor’s delivery 
of a “breech baby.” In one case out of ten this kind 
dies during delivery. This doctor, who normally would 
not have ever thought of aborting a life did give it 
some thought in this one instance. Once the birth 
had begun, he was able to see that one thigh of the 
baby was missing completely, so that the little foot, 
attached at the hip, would never have reached past 
the knee on the other leg. Upon seeing this defect, 
the doctor actually thought about sparing the parents 
the pain they would surely experience later. 
However, he just could not bring himself to commit 
the act. Under the circumstances death would have 
been somewhat expected, but he expected much 
more of himself. He delivered that baby, pitiful leg 
and all. There was one heart unstopped by the tragic 
act of abortion.                                                  
 Some twenty years later the same doctor was 
present at a ceremony honoring some nurses. There 
a number of musicians entertained. There he saw 
her again—the one he chose not to abort. The 
harpist on the occasion was that very young woman. 
What talent she displayed as she beautifully 
performed for the people assembled! There was one 
harpist who would have never played if abortionists 
had had their way. There was one heart that abortion 
did not stop.                                                             
 We are reaping the harvest of bitter fruit resulting 
from the sowing of the wrong kind of seed—
humanism, evolution, atheism, and moral relativism. 
When people believe human beings are merely 
elevated animals, they soon begin to act like 
animals. Only a firm faith in God that treats human 
beings as the special creatures of God that they are 
will solve this worldwide problem.                        
Taken from Highway 5 Church of Christ, Meditate 
on These Things            

               Defining ‘Porneia‘                                     
 It should be noted that the phrase "sexual 
immorality" is a weak translation of the Greek word 
porneia in verses like Matthew 5:32 and 19:9.  
‘Weak’ because the phrase is much broader and 
more vague than the actual Greek word it is 
supposed to be translating. The English word 
"fornication" is a more precise translation, but has 
been avoided in more recent versions because 
translators feel it is an archaic term and a hard word. 
The problem is the vague phrase "sexual immorality" 
has caused people to lump anything that they feel is 
sexually immoral (such as pornography) into the 
word.  As a result you have wives claiming the right 
to divorce because they caught their husband 
looking at pornography on the Internet; citing "And I 
say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, and marries another, commits 
adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced 
commits adultery" (Matthew 19:9 NKJV) as their 
justification.  In Matthew 19:9 the Greek word is 
porneia.                                                                      
 The real shame is that people are lumping into 
the meaning whatever they assume would be 
included in the English phrase "sexual immorality" 
and then claiming that the Greek must also include 
the same idea. The reasoning is backward, 
inaccurate, and improper. The word used by the Holy 
Spirit is porneia. We need to understand what was 
meant by porneia and then apply that definition.  
Observe:                                                          
 "Porneia, which is relatively rare in classical 
Greek (Moulton-Milligan), originally stood for 
"prostitution" ... In other, later contexts it denotes 
"illicit sexual relations" of any kind("fornication" is a 
somewhat archaic but common translation)." [The 
Complete Biblical Library].                                        
  “Illicit sexual intercourse: adultery, fornication, 
homosexuality, lesbianism, intercourse with animals, 
etc. . .  sexual intercourse with close relatives; sexual 
intercourse with a divorced man or woman [The New  
Testament Greek Lexicon]                                 
 Porneia (fornication) "is used of illicit sexual 
intercourse…." [W. E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words]                                       
 Fornication: "illicit sexual intercourse in 
general” [Henry Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English 
Lexicon].                                                       
 Fornication: "The New Testament is 
characterized by an unconditional repudiation of all 
extra-marital and unnatural intercourse" [Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament].

A Beating Heart That Didn’t Stop
Bobby L. Graham

                                Continued on page 3



  I know of no reputable Greek lexicon or 
dictionary which includes pornography as a part of 
porneia.                                                                   
      - by Jeffrey W. Hamilton 
-Taken from The Beacon - Electronic 
Edition 

    Family Values from Role               
!               Models                                  
 How important are role models? How much 
influence is exerted in our lives by these role 
models? If you think the answer is little to very 
little, then you are not a parent. Parents learn early 
about the influence of role models, like Ronald 
McDonald. If you ask a five year old where he 
wants to eat, do you suppose he will say 
McDonalds? Why do you suppose manufacturers 
of everything from tennis shoes to T-shirts, and 
fast food chains that sell everything from 
hamburgers to tacos, pay millions of dollars each 
year to get big name athletes to advertise their 
products? They know the power of role models.        
 There are role models within the home. They 
are called parents. I once had a man tell me that 
he had difficulty being a husband and father. He 
identified his problem as stemming from the fact 
that his father had died when he was a small child. 
His schoolteacher mother raised him without a 
father. He understood that as he grew, he had no 
example in the home to show him how to love a 
wife or how to be a father to his children because 
he had no pattern from which to learn.                  
 God gave us free will; hence, we are 
personally responsible for the choices we make in 
life. No one can justify himself or herself by 
blaming others or their environment. However, a 
large part of who we are comes from our 
environment. This is why Paul says, “Be not 
deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good 
morals” (1 Cor. 15:33)                                      
 Children learn many things at the feet of their 
parents. I have heard it said, if you want to know 
what your wife will be like when she is older, 
observe her mother. I believe the same is true 
about husbands and their fathers. Whether we like 
it or not, as we grow older, we find many of the 
same habits that characterized our parents coming 
out in us.                                                                    
 If a woman is a good housekeeper, chances 
are her mother was too. If a man has a good work 
ethic and provides well for his family, chances are 
his father did too. If a husband and wife are openly 
affectionate, chances are their children will learn 

how to be affectionate. The opposite is also true. 
All the bad habits found in parents are often found 
in children. If parents use tobacco, their children 
will be more likely to use tobacco. And on it goes. 
It takes a great deal of effort and self-control to 
break these cycles.                                                  
 This teaches me that as a parent I must be 
ever alert to my influence as a role model to my 
children. How then can I be the proper role model 
for my children?                                                        
 I believe the key to this question is found in 
Rom. 12:1,2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, (which is) 
your spiritual service. And be not fashioned 
according to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what 
is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.” To be the proper role model and have a 
home complete with moral and spiritual values, 
parents must forsake worldliness.                       
 Some things, just to mention a few, which are 
prevalent today are: materialism, social drinking, 
immodest dress and dancing. Parents of 
teenagers are continually confronted with these 
worldly activities. If parents have not established a 
good influence over their children prior to the 
teenage years, they will find themselves losing in 
the battle against worldliness.                                    
 As a parent, do you put material things above 
service to God? Do you participate in social 
drinking? Do you dress immodestly? Do you enjoy 
a turn around the dance floor?                               
 You are the most influential role model in your 
child’s life. Why not start acting like it? Start today, 
tomorrow is too late!                                            
          Glen Young   
 Quotes from Robert Bork’s Slouching 
              Towards Gomorrah:                                       
 “There is, of course, more to the case for censorship than 
the need to preserve a viable democracy. We need also to 
avoid the social devastation wrought by pornography and 
endless incitements to murder and mayhem.”                         
 “I am suggesting that censorship be considered for the 
most violent and sexually explicit material now on offer, 
starting with the obscene prose and pictures available on the 
Internet, motion pictures that are mere rhapsodies to violence, 
and the more degenerate lyrics of rap music.”                                                                  
 Bork thundered against gay marriage and the 
“normalization” of homosexuality: “If all traces of taint are 
removed, if homosexuality is made to seem completely 
normal, a matter of indifference to anyone else or to society, 
young men and women uncertain of their sexuality will be that 
much more likely to be drawn into a homosexual life.                     
                                                                                                  

As a nation we are drifting with no anchor for morality, having 
left the Bible and God’s advice behind.                Jim Stauffer
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NEWS AND NOTES:

SICK IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

JAN PATRICK, MARY CZIRR 

AND CANDISS CASON. J.R. 

DANIEL CONTINUES HIS 
RECOVERY AT HOME. LILLIE 

KEECH HAD SURGERY FRIDAY 

AND IS RECOVERING AT 
PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL. 

OUR BIBLE CLASS ON SUNDAY 

AND WEDNESDAY IS IN THE 

BOOK OF HABAKKUK WITH 

HAGGAI TO FOLLOW.

What Must I Do To Be Saved?
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Baptism for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10

Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, 
fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;

1Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light: 

Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And 
on his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams 
of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, But are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the way of 
the wicked shall perish.

HOURS OF WORSHIP! ! ! ! ! ! ! OUR ADDRESS IS:
Sunday A.M. 9:30 Bible Study! ! ! ! ! ! 7845 Cottonwood Dr.
Sunday A.M. 10:20 Assembled Worship !! ! ! Lenexa, Kansas 66216
Sunday P.M. 5:00 Assembled Worship! ! ! ! 913-764-9170
Wednesday P.M. 7:00 Bible Study and Worship!
Visitors welcome! ! ! ! ! ! ! Check out the following websites
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! thelenexaedifier.com     !
We conduct in home Bible Studies! ! ! facebook.comlenexachurchofchrist/
We offer Correspondence Courses! ! ! lenexachurchofchrist.org
! ! ! ! ! ! Evangelist and Editor Jim Stauffer


