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Jesus was able to teach His disciples often by 
use of parables and sometimes by actual events 
that took place as they followed Him.

Just such an event occurred when a wealthy 
ruler came to Him seeking eternal life. (See Luke 
18:18-30) There are lessons we can learn from 
the discussion Jesus had with this man. 

Some of the things we see in the ruler are 
admirable. He did seek eternal life and 
acknowledged Jesus as God Who could grant it 
when he called Jesus good. The unity of their 
thought process is manifested  when Jesus 
reminds him there is none that is good except 
God. The lesson here is to recognize His deity.

However, when he claims to have kept the 
commandments from his youth up, he is 
reminiscent of the Pharisee in the parable Jesus 
related just prior to meeting him. His analysis of 
his righteousness is very subjective when he 
concludes himself to be a man of the highest 
honor in all matters of God’s word. He may have 
needed the same message Paul delivered to the 
Corinthians. 1 Cor. 10:12 Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. And as 
we see in the remainder of the story, Jesus in His 
own way points that out. The lesson here is to 
realize our sinful condition and need of a 
Savior.

One who has kept the law as perfectly as he 
claimed would most likely fit the description given 
of one who would be a disciple of Jesus. Matt. 
16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For 
whosoever would save his life shall lose it: and 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find 
it. 26 For what shall a man be profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his life? Yet by 
his actions he had not learned this lesson in 

values. He did not appraise his soul to be worth 
more than the whole world let alone the part of
it he owned.

Jesus then acknowledges the difficulty the rich 
face in sacrificing their current life in order to 
follow Him and become a servant in His kingdom. 
He offers the maxim of it being more difficult than 
a camel going through the eye of a needle.

When His disciples heard this they questioned 
if the rich, powerful and influential of society 
cannot be saved, who can? The answer, of 
course, is they can but only by sacrificing the 
things of the world like all men. With God this is 
possible but with men the difficulty is becoming 
attached to things temporal and blinded to the 
spiritual benefits and values of discipleship. The 
lesson here is one of understanding value and 
Jesus teaches that as He explains.

Peter narrows the question by essentially 
asking, what about us, when he says,  We have 
left all and followed thee. This brings Jesus to the 
real lesson for His disciples from this meeting. 
Luke 18:29 And he said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or 
wife, or brethren, or parents, or children, for the 
kingdom of God’s sake, 30 who shall not receive 
manifold more in this time, and in the world to 
come eternal life. Notice He tells them there is 
greater value both in this life and the one to come.

This phrase may sound difficult at first, but 
once we value Christ sufficiently to make such 
sacrifices we will have comprehended. And the 
reason some have not made the sacrifice is 
because they do not value what Jesus offers 
appropriately. They do not understand the value of  
the interrogation of a good conscience toward 
God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1 
Pet. 3:21) They do not understand the value of 
the promise of the One who created the heavens  
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and the earth and everything in them including man 
himself. Heb. 13:5 Be ye free from the love of 
money; content with such things as ye have: for 
himself hath said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither 
will I in any wise forsake thee. They do not 
understand the value of, yet believing. ye rejoice 
greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory (1 Pet. 
1:8) in this life over the security of salvation in the 
next life. Heb. 6:17 Wherein God, being minded to 
show more abundantly unto the heirs of the promise 
the immutability of his counsel, interposed with an 
oath; 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we may have a strong 
encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.                                            
 God has promised eternal salvation to the 
righteous and eternal condemnation to the 
unrighteous. Matt. 25:46 And these shall go away 
into eternal punishment: but the righteous into 
eternal life. The lesson here is recognizing the 
value of the eternal over that of the temporal.                                                                  
 You be the judge as to whether the ruler made a 
wise decision based on value.                            
              
         JOY                                
       by Wilson Adams  
 Jesus began the greatest sermon ever preached 
by exhorting His followers to be different. We are to 
spread some salt; we are to let our light shine (Matt. 
5:13-16). Obviously, there are many ways to 
illustrate to people around us that we are unique, but 
one way seems especially underutilized: being fruit-
bearers of JOY.
  Frankly, I believe a lot of us have trouble with 
that. Take our worship, for example. Do we read our 
Bibles with the sense of JOY for heaven’s 
revelation…or simply to fulfill an assignment? Do we 
pray with JOY in our hearts with the understanding 
that the Father who made us longs to hear from His 
children…or do we engage the mouth without the 
mind? Do we attend the services of the saints with 
an attitude of JOY at the privilege of engaging in 
personal and, at the same time, corporate worship…
or do we just come out of habit? Do we sing with 
whole-hearted JOY at the thrill of praising Him…or 
do we put forth half-hearted effort that epitomizes 
mediocrity? Do we give with a JOYful heart of 
appreciation for heaven’s blessings…or with a 
grudging disposition of reluctance? Where are the 
people who know how to bear the Spirit-fruit of 
JOY?                                                                   
 Right now you are thinking of some who do. 
Good. But why are the joyful ones the exception 
rather than the rule? I will tell you this: one of the 
reasons we don’t attract more people to Christianity 
is because we make Christianity appear so 

unattractive! I’ve seen Christians with faces so long 
they could eat corn out of a Coke bottle. WHAT IN 
THE WORLD IS WRONG WITH US? And, by the 
way, some of my preaching partners are the worst 
offenders. We have this notion that spirituality is 
somehow enhanced by a downcast disposition and 
frowning face. It is not. Jesus told the people of His 
day, who thought God was impressed with long 
robes and longer faces to quit trying to look spiritual 
and start being spiritual (Matt. 6:16-17).
  What’s wrong with people who have joy in their in 
their hearts? I grew up singing that little VBS song – 
“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart…” But 
here’s a little secret: if there’s joy in your heart, it will 
show up on your face! “A joyful heart makes a 
cheerful face” (Prov. 15:13). When your heart is 
happy, your face can’t hide it. And, by the way, the 
opposite is equally true.                                               
 And here is another question.  What’s wrong with 
people who enjoy a well-balanced sense of humor? 
One problem I see is that some of us take ourselves 
way too seriously. And when people take themselves 
too seriously, it is proof that they aren’t taking God 
serious enough. (Read that again.) If they did, their 
faces would reflect more joy and less worry, more 
hope and less skepticism. I love the advice given by 
an older preacher who was asked by a young man 
about what he should take on his overseas 
preaching trip. The experienced older brother who 
had been to that part of the world before, said, 
“Young man, if you go there to preach, you had 
better take two things: 1) a strong sense of humor, 
and 2) absolutely no sense of smell.” Wise advice. 
 Isn’t it sad that few are the congregations that 
know how to show their emotions? “Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep” (Rom. 12:15). You show me a church that can 
laugh together and I’ll show you a church that can 
cry together. Yes, there is a fine line between 
laughter and tears. That’s not to say people can’t go 
to extremes. They can. But the answer to one 
extreme is not to find comfort in the other. And 
sometimes we have done that. The answer, for 
example, to the error of the Pentecostal 
emotionalism is not to take the joy out of our lives but 
learning instead the importance of worship that is 
both “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Our 
emotional involvement must be based on truth and 
once it is, we can and should become joyful about it.        
 Someone has said of Christians: “It is a shame 
that the only ones who have a right to smile and 
enjoy life, seldom do.” Before you take issue with 
that statement, answer this question: How joyful are 
you? It is beyond me how a born again believer in 
Jesus Christ can continually exude an air of 
pessimism and doubt. Aren’t we supposed to be 
Christians? Aren’t we supposed to be children of the 
King? And aren’t we supposed to show the world that 
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we live in confident faith and with hope of life eternal 
with God? YES, we are supposed to do that! Then 
do it. Take a long look at the fruit of the Spirit in 
Galatians 5:22-23.                                          
 Examine your own life carefully and start 
working to produce a better harvest. Jesus said, you 
can know what people are really about by observing 
the fruit they bear (Matt. 7:16). If that’s the case 
(and it is!), then we have some work to do. Better 
yet, “I” have, some work to do. May God help me to 
shine a little more light and spread a little more salt 
by cultivating a little more joy. After all (and thanks to 
Him!), “I’ve got joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart…”

      THE GOSPEL CALLS YOU                 
 The gospel of Christ is powerful because it is the 
Word of God and of His beloved Son. It is the truth 
that sanctifies, it is words of eternal life. if we will 
receive with meekness the divine revelation, it is 
able to save our souls (Jas. 1:21; Rom. 1:16).       
 The Lord Jesus Christ set out His apostles to 
preach the gospel and make disciples. "How shall 
they believe in Him of Whom they have not 
heard?" (Rom. 10:14). "How beautiful are the feet of  
those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring 
glad tidings of good things!" (10:15). The doctrine of 
Christ is designed to prick hearts and to lead men to 
conversion. It invites all to learn and to follow Jesus 
(Matt. 11:28,29).                                                         
 Christians in Thessalonica had turned from idols 
to serve the one true God, waiting for His Son to 
return because Jesus delivers from the wrath to 
come (1 Thes. 1:9,10). Having received the Word of 
the Lord themselves, they in turn sounded forth that 
same Word in every place (1:8). Convicted that the 
gospel was truly the Word of God (2:13), they 
spread the good news of the Savior.                        
 The gospel is the means by which God uses to 
call men unto salvation for the obtaining of glory (2 
Thes. 2:14). The apostle Paul beseeched Christians 
"to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called" (Eph. 4:1). How were the Ephesians called 
unto Christ? Paul traveled to Ephesus and preached 
the gospel to the city (Acts 19). Many believed and 
became disciples of Christ.                                
 "The message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God... It pleased God 
through the foolishness of the message preached to 
save those who believe" (1 Cor. 1:18,21). Jesus 
announced, "The truth shall make you free" (Jno. 
8:32). The Word of God is the truth (17:17). The 
faith and hope of the saints in Colosse was the 
result of them hearing "the Word of the truth of the 
gospel" (Col. 1:5). God calls by the gospel all 

sinners to be saved through His Son Jesus Christ 
and not by any other means.                                   
By David Bunting, in Northfield Boulevard 
Notable Notes Sept. 4, 2011

            A Warning About TV                          
 Take a minute to look at this article which 
appeared in a local newspaper.  It warns about the 
influence of TV on children.  It's interesting to note 
that this alarm is not being sounded by a religious 
organization. Oh yes, such groups have had a lot to 
say about the dangers of TV - and rightly so.  But 
this article points out that many others are also 
beginning to see the problems associated with the 
massive doses of television's immorality which our 
kids are consuming daily.                         
Pediatricians Rap TV’s Influence             
 American Academy of Pediatrics says parents 
need to change children’s TV viewing habits. 
Doctors say TV has violence, sex and poor role 
models. Dr. William Dietz says TV encourages 
obesity, violent behavior, teen sexuality and alcohol 
use. Says Dietz:  “Broadcasters are doing little to 
rectify this, so major changes will have to come from 
home.”                                                                   
 What is the solution? The experts say that we 
cannot expect any help from the TV executives.  
Instead, "major changes will have to come from 
home.”  Moms and dads, that means YOU!  You 
have to begin exercising greater caution and 
discretion about what your kids are watching on TV.  
You cannot afford to allow the television to be an 
unregulated "babysitter" for your children. Know 
what your kids are watching; set rules for TV 
viewing; establish limits on the amount of time they 
can spend in front of the set; encourage other more 
wholesome activities; get involved - do something 
positive with your kids.  Parents, you must wake up 
to this present danger!                                                
        - by Greg Gwin

This winter has been just a little on the cold and 
snowy side of things and deserves a second running 
of this poem.                                                          

There’ll be no blizzards in heaven                       
Where icy blasts never will come                             
To mar the perpetual springtime                                  
In which we will worship the Son                              

by Grant Clothier
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NEWS AND NOTES:

SICK IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

JAN PATRICK, MARY CZIRR 

AND CANDISS CASON. J.R. 

DANIEL CONTINUES HIS 
RECOVERY AT HOME. LILLIE 

KEECH IS RECOVERING FROM 

HER SUGERY AT HOME. 

OUR BIBLE CLASS ON SUNDAY 

AND WEDNESDAY IS IN THE 

BOOK OF HAGGAI.

What Must I Do To Be Saved?
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Baptism for remission of sins - Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10

Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, 
fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;

1Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light: 

Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And 
on his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams 
of water, That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked are not so, But are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous; But the way of 
the wicked shall perish.

HOURS OF WORSHIP! ! ! ! ! ! ! OUR ADDRESS IS:
Sunday A.M. 9:30 Bible Study! ! ! ! ! ! 7845 Cottonwood Dr.
Sunday A.M. 10:20 Assembled Worship !! ! ! Lenexa, Kansas 66216
Sunday P.M. 5:00 Assembled Worship! ! ! ! 913-764-9170
Wednesday P.M. 7:00 Bible Study and Worship!
Visitors welcome! ! ! ! ! ! ! Check out the following websites
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! thelenexaedifier.com     !
We conduct in home Bible Studies! ! ! facebook.comlenexachurchofchrist/
We offer Correspondence Courses! ! ! lenexachurchofchrist.org
! ! ! ! ! ! Evangelist and Editor Jim Stauffer


