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DO WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE?
                                                                                                Jim Stauffer                                                                     

 If one really believes in the things he practices it 
serves as a very convincing argument. So convincing it 
will cause those who observe to seriously consider the 
same if they have interest in the subject at all.
 While not terribly overweight, I like many could 
stand to lose a few pounds. I have long insisted my 
problem is not what I eat but how much. Therefore, I 
regularly recommend to others portion control is the 
secret to losing weight rather than strict or radical diets. 
The problem is I have failed miserably to practice what I 
have preached on that subject. As a result, I have not 
made many converts to a regimen for weight loss that is 
very logical and practical.
 John 20:30,31 says of the signs Jesus performed 
before His disciples that only some are actually 
recorded and that is to serve this purpose: but these are 
written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his 
name. 
 Jesus makes no bones about the verity of the 
Scriptures. He says, and ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free. (John 8:32) He later says 
this, Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth. (John 
17:17) Because of the purity of the word of God, man is 
charged not to alter or change it in word. 1 Tim. 6:3 If 
any man teacheth a different doctrine, and consenteth 
not to sound words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
godliness; 4 he is puffed up, knowing nothing, but doting 
about questionings and disputes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5 
wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the 
truth, supposing that godliness is a way of gain. Or for 
that matter in deed. 2 John 9 Whosoever goeth onward 
and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: 
he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the 
Father and the Son.
 How truly committed are we to the truth of the 
Scriptures? Are the signs of the Lord as convincing 
today in the revealed word of God as they were to those 
who observed them in the day they were performed? 
John says he recorded them, that we might believe and 
that believing we might have life in his name. Yet I find 
many occasions when brethren attempt to debate the 
issues of the day by finding agreement between the 

word of God and the word of men.
 Let me see if I can explain that more clearly. First, 
we must understand the subtlety of such a change as 
the basis of discussion. Elevating man’s ideas to such a 
level that we are required to defend why God does not 
agree is dangerous. Recently I was discussing the 
issues Calvinism has in complying with Biblical 
teaching. In the process, I was first called an Arminian. 
Later the person amended that and decided I was a 
Pelagian. I insisted I had not read the writings of either 
Arminius or Pelagius, but that the beliefs under question 
were from Scripture.
 As the discussion progressed, the greatest 
substantiation for Calvinism came from the positions of 
Augustine, the Bishop of Hippo of the 4th and 5th 
Centuries. The concept of original sin is often attributed 
to Augustine. Now what is the point? The point is that 
whatever Augustine says, or any other man who walked 
upon the earth, is irrelevant when compared to the 
teaching of the One who lived without sin and died for 
my sin. Heb. 4:15 For we have not a high priest that 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
one that hath been in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. Jesus, all that He is, everything He lived 
and died for, is the basis of what I choose to believe. 
Everything else must agree with this.
 I will therefore, discuss any subject whether it be 
evolution, Calvinism, biblical or scientific, with anyone 
as long as the Bible is recognized as the word of the 
God, the Creator of life. I will not attempt to bring the 
Bible in harmony with the ideas of mortal men. I will 
insist their ideas comport with it.
 What some fail to realize is the movement made 
when the Bible is declared questionable and its proof be 
demanded each time a new idea comes along. Jesus 
said, Matt. 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but my words shall not pass away. 
 Do not be discouraged from debating the issues of 
life with those of the world, but be committed firmly to 
the word of God as eternal truth upon which we can 
rely. It is the power of God unto salvation and that is the 
underlying reason for such debate in the first place.        
 1 Pet. 1:25 But the word of the Lord abideth for 
ever. And this is the word of good tidings which was 
preached unto you. 
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 The above caption not only represents the thinking 
great majority of people in the denominations, but 
unfortunately it reflects the attitude of some of our own 
brethren. It involves the idea that we should preach only 
what is agreeable to everyone, avoiding anything of a 
controversial nature.                                                             
	
 First of all, it is impossible to preach the truth and 
leave other people alone. It does not matter what subject 
a gospel preacher may select, it will contradict the belief 
of somebody. For instance, suppose that I should decide 
to preach on the subject of God. In that sermon I point 
out that there is but one God and no other. I point out the 
attributes of God, showing the characteristics of God as 
taught in the Bible. That sermon would meet the 
approval of many people who are not even members of 
the church of Christ. But are we so naive as to believe 
that it would meet the approval of everyone? It certainly 
would not leave the atheist alone and it would not be 
agreeable to the Chinese whose ancestors have 
worshipped idols for hundreds of years.                                 
	
 But suppose that I should decide to preach on the 
subject of Christ. I go to the word of God and prove His 
virgin birth, His divinity, His pure and sinless life, His 
example for us to follow, and the authority of His 
teaching. This sermon too would meet the approval of 
many who are not even Christians. But even that kind of 
preaching would not be agreeable to the orthodox Jew 
who rejects Christ as the Messiah. Are we to cease 
preaching Christ because it offends the Jew?               
 But now I decide to preach on baptism. I simply 
preach what the New Testament says about it. I quote 
such passages as Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 
Galatians 3:27 and 1 Peter 3:21. However, when I do 
this I am not leaving a good majority of religious people 
alone. A good part of the denominational world would not 
be in agreement with my preaching on baptism because 
a good part of the denominational world denies the 
essentiality of baptism as a condition of salvation. 
Should I refrain from preaching on baptism because it 
does not leave others alone ?                                                 
	
 I preach on the one church that is revealed in the 
New Testament. I quote such passages as Ephesians 
4:4; 1:22, and Colossians 1:18. But that kind of 
preaching does not please those who teach and believe 
that there are many churches and that one is just as 
good as another, and that Jesus Christ is the head of all 
of them. Am I to stop preaching on the one church 
because there are scores of people who disagree?      
	
 The truth is very plain that it is absolutely impossible 
to preach on any Bible subject and leave other people 
alone. We cannot preach and leave other people alone 
in the first place, and in the second place God does not 
expect us to do so. Paul wrote in Galatians 1:10, "For 
am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? or am I 
striving to please men? If I were still pleasing men, I 
should not be a servant of Christ." Just before this, Paul 

had said in verses 6 and 7: "I marvel that ye are so 
quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of 
Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another 
gospel only there are some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ." No doubt this statement did 
not take well with those false teachers in Galatia, but 
Paul did not leave them alone. He preached the truth 
regardless of feelings.                                                      
 Brother Herbert L. Newman and I share time on a 
local Sunday morning radio broadcast and we are 
sandwiched between two "faith-healers." Because we do 
not leave them alone, they much prefer that we would 
not be a part of their diet. The one who follows us stated 
on the air that he could not understand why we did not 
preach our own convictions and leave other people 
alone. We informed the gentleman that it is our strong 
conviction that false teachers and false doctrines have to 
be exposed and that this conviction is based upon the 
teaching of the word of God. Such scriptures as 
Matthew 7:15; 1 Timothy 4:1,2; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; Titus  
1:10; 2 Peter 2:1,2 and 1 John 4:1 were quoted. Our 
friend thought that we should preach our convictions but 
what he did not know was that we had been doing just 
that very thing all along. We told the radio audience that 
it is our conviction that false doctrines should be tested 
and that is why we have repeatedly asked for 
demonstrations by those who claim that miracles are 
worked through them today just as they were in the days 
of Jesus and the apostles. When we see these miracles 
of Jesus and the apostles performed today, the testing 
will be over and these preachers will be left alone. 
Incidentally, this preacher who suddenly became very 
"nice" and decided that we should leave others alone is 
the same one who only a few weeks ago made a vicious 
attack upon us over the air and called us such names as 
"wind-jammers, liars, and Campbellites." But the 
brethren in some localities are no different in attitude 
than the denominationalists in this respect. Let a 
preacher oppose mixed dancing, or preach on the 
present-day issues facing the church, emphasizing that 
each congregation is to do its own work of benevolence 
and preaching without erecting human institutions and 
adhering to centralized elderships, or call 
denominational names and some of the brethren will 
accuse him of preaching "sex" sermons, they will call 
him a "hobbyist" and they will charge him with "dividing 
the church," being "opposed to taking care of orphan 
children," and being "too hard."                                  
 Jesus Christ did not leave others alone and neither 
must we. He said to His disciples in Matthew 16:6, 
"Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 
The entire 23rd chapter of the book of Matthew is a 
denunciation of the teaching of the Pharisees. Paul did 
not leave others alone and on occasions he even 
mentioned the false teachers by name. He wrote in 2 
Timothy 2:16,17: "But shun profane babblings: for they 
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Preach, But Leave Others Alone
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will proceed further in ungodliness, and their word doth 
eat as doth a gangrene: of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Philetus; men who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already, and overthrow 
the faith of some."                                                                 
	
 Most people, including some of our brethren, do not 
know what it means to preach the truth in love. If we know  
the truth and love the truth, we shall want it preached 
regardless of whom it may offend. To preach the truth in 
love means to preach the truth in love of the truth and in 
love for those who hear it. Paul asked in Galatians 4:16, 
"So then am I become your enemy, by telling you the 
truth?"                                                                                   
	
 People must know the difference between truth and 
error that they may be saved from their sins. Many are 
sincere, but wrong; many are honest, but they are misled. 
It is only when error is pointed out to people that they will 
know to leave error.                                                              
	
 Gospel preachers must not submit to the advice of 
denominationalists and uninformed brethren who cry, 
"Preach, but leave others alone." The matter of how we 
are to preach was decided a long while ago by the word 
of God. May faithful gospel preachers continue to "preach 
the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching." (2 
Tim. 4:2).

      SPRINKLING FOR BAPTISM         
 The Bible, Old and New Testaments, distinguishes between 
the acts of immersion, sprinkling, and pouring.                     
 Almost all denominations administer baptism. All those who 
do, say that baptism is an important rite in the life of a Christian. 
There is, however, controversy concerning both the reason why 
and age when a person should be baptized. We want to 
address a third controversy. Namely, what is the proper way to 
baptize a person? Is it necessary to immerse a person in water, 
or is it acceptable to sprinkle (aspersion) or pour water on him 
(affusion)?                                                                    
 There are four words related to baptism in the New 
Testament (baptisma, baptismos, bapto, baptizo). Except for 
baptisma, these words are also used by ancient secular writers. 
Although the Bible student may easily locate entire books 
devoted to the study of these words, a survey of standard 
lexicons will be sufficient to establish their range of meaning 
(read lexicons and dictionaries carefully, including the 
introductory comments explaining the editor's method). 
Depending on the context in which these words are found they 
may mean to dip, dye, immerse, plunge, sink, bathe, drench, 
soak, overwhelm, flood, submerge, or wash. The common 
element in these uses is the abundance of water (or other 
liquid) involved. Drenching, soaking, flooding, bathing, and 
washing cannot be accomplished with a small amount of water.           
 Notice that in certain contexts these words might not mean 
to immerse (proponents of sprinkling sometimes make a point 
of this), especially when used figuratively (Matt. 3:11;Mk. 
10:38). However, baptism is an appropriate figure of speech in 
these instances because of the complete overwhelming of the 
subject implied by the word. Though baptism may not always 
mean immersion, it is never equivalent to sprinkling or pouring. 
Jesus did not ask James and John if they were willing to 
endure a sprinkling of trial, nor did the apostles experience a 

minor outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The advocates of aspersion 
and affusion need to prove that baptizo describes what they 
practice. They cannot.                                                             
 In the Old Testament (LXX) the words baptize/baptism are 
found in such contexts as the following: a priest is to dip his 
finger in blood (Lev. 4); articles made unclean are to be put into 
water (Lev. 11:32), a live bird is to be dipped in the blood of a 
slain bird (Lev. 14:6f); Naaman dipped seven times in the 
Jordan (2 Kgs. 5:14). In the New Testament the rich man 
asked if Lazarus could dip his finger in water (Lk. 16:24), and 
Jesus dipped His morsel while eating (Jno.13:26). One 
interesting extra-biblical occurrence is found in the Odyssey 
when Odysseus blinds Polyphemus by gouging out his eye with 
a stake. He drove it into the eye of the cyclops as when "a 
smith dips (bapto) a great axe or adze in cold water amid loud 
hissing to temper it."                                                                    
 The Bible clearly distinguishes between the acts of dipping, 
sprinkling, and pouring by using different words for these 
actions. We find these three words used in the same Old 
Testament context in the instructions governing the sin offering 
(Lev. 4, LXX). The priest was to dip (bapto) his finger in the 
blood of the sacrifice, sprinkle (prosraino) it seven times before 
the Lord, and then pour (ekcheo) the remaining blood out at the 
base of the altar (vss. 1-7). Similar distinctions are made in the 
New Testament. If the writers had wanted to say that people 
had water sprinkled or poured on them when they became 
Christians, there were words available to convey the idea. 
However, those words were not used because they suggest 
actions different from what actually took place. The word 
baptize was used because people were immersed in water.                                                              
 Paul compares what happens in baptism to the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:2-5; Col. 2:12). The 
apostle reminds Christians that they have died to sin (Rom. 
6:2), have been buried with Christ through baptism (vs. 4), and 
have been raised to a new kind of life (vs. 4). It is not just that 
Christians are buried with Christ, but that they are buried with 
Him in the act of baptism. The Colossians passage says that 
we have been buried with Christ "in" baptism. Immersion is the 
only practice that replicates the gospel. As the penitent believer 
descends into the baptismal grave and is raised up a new 
creature, a spiritual union is established between him/her and 
the crucified-resurrected Christ (Rom. 6:5) Sprinkling and 
pouring prove to be inadequate substitutes for Scriptural 
baptism.                                                                       
 Defenses of sprinkling and pouring take various routes. 
Some suggest that there would not have been enough water in 
Jerusalem to immerse 3000 in one day (Acts 2). Some argue 
that since we are cleansed from sin by a sprinkling of Christ's 
blood (Heb. 12:24), baptism may be administered by sprinkling 
as well (but notice that our hearts are sprinkled from an evil 
conscience when our bodies are washed with pure water (Heb.
10:22). Other arguments are made (some try to redefine the 
words), but they seem to be produced by a desire to justify 
established practice.                                                              
 We have attempted to show what Jesus instructed His 
apostles to do (Matt. 28:18-20) and what they practiced. We 
are to continue in the apostles' doctrine (Acts 2:42). If the New 
Testament teaches that people are to be immersed for the 
remission of their sins, then that is what we are obligated to 
practice. Anything else constitutes error. We have not been 
able to deal at length with arguments in favor of sprinkling or 
pouring. We have simply attempted to establish the truth 
hoping that in this we will be equipped to identify error when 
confronted by it. May God bless our efforts.                               
          By Robert Hutto
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Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a 
holy temple in the Lord;

1Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, 
that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he 
meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth forth its 
fruit in its season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 The wicked 
are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the 
judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the way of the 
righteous; But the way of the wicked shall perish.
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NEWS AND NOTES:              

SICK IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

J.R. DANIEL REMAINS AT 
HOME. LILLIE KEECH IS 
RECUPERATING FROM 
ADDITIONAL SURGERY. PAT 

CLOTHIER IS PREPARING BY 

WAY OF THERAPY FOR 
SURGERY IN ABOUT ONE 
MONTH. WENDY TAYLOR IS 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL.

WE ARE NOW STUDYING THE 

CHURCH (GIVING ANSWERS) 

ON SUNDAY AND JEREMIAH 

ON WEDNESDAYS.

      What Must I Do To Be Saved?         
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins
Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10


