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GIVE US HONESTY IN THE DEBATE
Jim Stauffer

 I was actually pleased to hear the comments of 
Mark Cuban in a recent interview concerning the furor 
over the racial comments of Donald Sterling. He 
essentially admitted we all have biases that are based 
on certain stereotypes developed in our upbringing. The 
thing that each of us needs to do is act according to 
reason in these matters instead of reacting out of fears 
or irrational concerns based upon those biases.
 It was an honest response to the questions. It was 
an effort on his part to bring calm reason to the 
dialogue. Regardless of what you may think of him as a 
person, consider the actual words he spoke as you read 
criticism by certain media outlets.
 Many are criticized by the media these days when 
they try to honestly express a thought in areas 
considered taboo because of political correctness. This, 
my friend, stifles debate.
 I will always respect my father because he allowed 
me to challenge his wisdom on matters as we discussed 
things during our evenings together in the living room. It 
encouraged me to challenge the reasoning of men 
everywhere when I fail to see reason in their 
conclusions. This will lead us to an understanding of the 
facts by way of reason and not to be led by bias. 
 This is how we learn. Jesus said, Ye shall know the 
truth and the truth shall set your free. (John 8:32) But 
how can I find out the truth if it is stifled by political 
correctness?
 This long introduction leads me to my complaint. 
When someone takes a position, they should stand on 
the merits of the position itself.
 There are many debates in our world today that 
pivot around the spiritual condition of man. When that is 
the case, it almost always involves some faint 
recognition of God as the origin or mans’ spirit. For 
instance, the debate over the sin of homosexuality is 
definitely answered for all who truly believe in the Bible 
as the word of God. 1 Cor. 6:9 Or know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with men, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye were 

washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of 
our God. (cf. Lev. 18:22) This passage not only 
condemns homosexuality, but it teaches the concept of 
repentance and turning away from it, both of which are 
regularly contested by the LGBT community.
 The point we are making is if you choose to sin, be 
big enough to admit it and move on. There is no rational 
debate in favor of homosexuality from the Bible. Be 
honest. Say, “I choose this lifestyle even in spite of its 
condemnation in the Scriptures.”
 The same argument applies to many sins in our 
society that if acknowledged would inhibit the lives of 
those who choose to “fulfill the lust of the flesh” rather 
than “walk by the Spirit”. Such things as abortion, sexual 
immorality of all kinds. Worldly living that ultimately 
leads to these things such as drinking, vulgar physical 
demonstrations in the form of dancing, etc.
 John draws the line very clearly for us and we must 
admit when we cross it. 1 John 2:15 Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of 
the eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever. Honesty demands we either admit it when we 
pursue these sinful paths or refrain from them and serve 
the Lord.
 It seems to me an article that appeared in our 
newspaper represents this method of debate where one 
ridicules the other without evidence and tries to “win the 
argument” without actually producing the facts he claims 
exist.
 Robert Siemens of Shawnee, Kansas wrote 
comments to the Kansas City Star and offered these 
arguments he says should end the debate over 
evolution. He opens his writing with this: Why evolution 
is still a contentious subject, with so many Americans 
not accepting, is troubling. This speaks volumes as to 
the intelligence of many people in our country. So, 
before he presents any evidence, he concludes those 
who disagree with him are unintelligent. He then sets 
out to support that conclusion by offering such points as
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these. If folks were to trouble themselves to study the 
history of life forms, they would have to admit to a few 
things. Life has changed through the ages (obviously 
true). These changes have taken a very long time. Think 
Grand Canyon. Plants and animals show a history of 
change. Think wolves as ancestors to today’s dogs.
 I doubt many people argue the domestic dog is not a 
close relative of the wolf. They are, after all, both 
Canines. This is an example of microevolution to 
illustrate macroevolution. It will not pass muster 
regardless of the claims of its supporters.
 He continues with: Humans also show such history 
of change with close DNA and other similarities to other 
animals (very true). 
 Only change is changeless (Psalms). So has there 
also occurred an inorganic to organic chemical 
evolution? It appears so. Huh? This is an argument? 
Further does this as an argument prove life from non-
life? His conclusion is, It appears so. Does this 
conclusion of his eliminate further questioning of 
evolution as his opening statement implied? It sounds 
like he is not even sure himself. It just seems to add up 
to him.
 He closes with the following: So what or who caused 
all of this to start? As a believer, I do pray to my creator 
God. And my God, in a marvelous and forever 
mysterious way, used a process we might call evolution. 
 And this included all the stars, other planets, 
everything. He finally concludes, based on this 
tremendous evidence that the Grand Canyon took a long 
time to occur and that the DNA of humans is close to 
some animals (this closeness is in a % that does not 
leave us very close in actions at all) and the fact that 
domestic dogs came from wolves, it appears God 
brought this about with something we might call 
evolution.
 It is clear his article is based on something we would 
definitely call imagination. This is the epitome of the kind 
of dialogue we most often find on this and other subjects 
that are basic attacks on the verity of the Scriptures.
 The greatest problem is people have been 
intimidated into accepting evolution that is in 
disagreement with the Bible while claiming they believe 
the Bible. My purpose here is to demand we follow 
reason and not intimidation. You cannot accept the 
Genesis account and macroevolution at the same time. 
The claims of each are contrary to one another. The 
same is true on the other subjects.
 How are we to handle such confrontations when we 
find folks who will not admit the truth concerning their 
positions? Jesus essentially said He would continue the 
discussion with the chief priests and the elders of the 
Jews after they admitted the truth on what they believed 
on the authority of John the Baptist. Matt. 21:23 And 
when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and 
the elders of the people came unto him as he was 
teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee this authority? 24 And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one 
question, which if ye tell me, I likewise will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, 
whence was it? from heaven or from men? And they 

reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 
heaven; he will say unto us, Why then did ye not believe 
him? 26 But if we shall say, From men; we fear the 
multitude; for all hold John as a prophet. 27 And they 
answered Jesus, and said, We know not. He also said 
unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these 
things.
 Jesus teaches us from His own actions it is fruitless 
to argue just for the sake of argument. It needs to be 
done in search of the truth. When the person with whom 
you are discussing or in truth debating an issue no 
longer is interested in the truth, the value of the debate 
is nil.
 I don’t know about you but to use the words of 
Joshua, as for me and my house we will follow the Lord 
on this matter.

THE LORD'S CHURCH IS MAGNIFICENT                        
Jim Ward

 The term church occurs nine times in the book of 
Ephesians. With nine additional references to the church 
using the term body, and one each using household of 
God and temple, it is apparent that this is one of Paul's 
major themes. The church is obviously significant in 
God's scheme of things. Nowadays, though, it seems to 
me that we overlook the church in our teaching and 
preaching. Let's try to remedy that neglect just a tiny bit 
in this brief article. Please consider a chapter by chapter 
approach to Paul's treatment of the importance and 
magnificence of the church.
Chapter One: -- Christ, The Head Of The Church: -- 
God the Father raised His only Son from the dead, set 
Him above every power, and "gave Him to be head over 
all things to the church, which is His body" (vs. 22). This 
headship emphasizes the authority of Jesus. Following 
the resurrection, He came to His disciples and said, "All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth"(Matt. 28:18). The power of Jesus is also evident 
from His position as King of His kingdom.
 We must make the following point with care: the 
Head and the body (or the King and His kingdom) are 
incomplete without each other. Headless bodies function 
only in ghost stories and horror movies. But with this 
statement, I don't mean to say that Jesus is somehow 
less than perfect or that He "needs" anything
 My point is that Jesus has entrusted a major part of 
His functioning on earth to His body. We sing an old 
song that says, "Christ has no hands but our hands to do 
His work today." And therein lies the magnificence -- to 
say nothing of the responsibility -- of the church. Christ, 
our Head, intends that we, His body, cooperate with Him 
in the saving of the world. A magnificent task for a 
magnificent body!
Chapter Two: -- The Body Of The Reconciled: -- The 
book of Genesis reveals (1) that Adam and Eve sinned 
soon after creation and separated themselves from God, 
(2) that all mankind followed after them, and (3) that God 
intended to redeem the world through Abraham and his 
descendants. The Lord separated this family from the 
rest of the world, chiefly by giving them a special law, the 
Law of Moses. Thus, when Christ came into the world to 
carry out God's plan of salvation, mankind was 



separated into two great parts: Jews and Gentiles. 
Furthermore, every person in both groups was 
separated from God by sin. How, then, were these great 
rifts to be bridged, how were Jews and Gentiles to be 
united and how were sinners to be reconciled to God?
 Jesus accomplished both in one sacrificial act: He 
died on the cross. And by this death He abolished the 
law which separated the Jews from the Gentiles (2:15), 
and reconciled "them both to God in one body" (vs. 16). 
How magnificent is this redeemed body, the church!
Chapter Three: -- The Purpose Of The Church: -- The 
church is to make known "the manifold wisdom of 
God...to the principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places, according to the eternal purpose" of God (vss. 
10,11). This reveals that the church, eternal in the mind 
of God, is to demonstrate the many-sided -- that is, the 
complete -- wisdom of God.
 To make known the manifold wisdom of God does 
not refer to the evangelistic responsibility of the church. 
Yes, we are to preach the gospel in all the world, but this 
text is discussing something else.
 It refers to the ideal essence -- the nature, character, 
attributes, purposes -- of the church as a creation of 
God. Just as the works of an architect, a composer, a 
poet disclose the creators, so the work of God receives 
"glory in the church by Christ Jesus" (vs. 21). How 
magnificent!
Chapter Four: -- The Unity Of The Church: -- God 
united Jew and Gentile in one body, "thus making 
peace" (2:15). Here in chapter four, Paul calls it the 
"unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (vs. 3). The 
saved do not create the unity; it is their task to keep or 
maintain it. They will do this in two ways:
 The first is on the basis of their spirit or attitude. 
Christians will be lowly, gentle, and patient; or in one 
word, humble. In application, this means they will bear 
"with one another" (vs. 2). They will stifle ambition and 
conceit, and in "lowliness of mind... esteem others better 
than themselves." Self-interest will give way to "the 
interest of others" (Phil. 2:3,4).
 The second is on the basis of seven "ones," seven 
divine strands -- truths, if you will -- which are woven 
together in the one gospel of Jesus Christ. "There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all" (Eph. 4:4-6). Though we humans may 
never achieve this unity on earth, God's ideal and our 
pursuit of it is a magnificent thing.
Chapter Five: -- The Bride Of Christ: -- The view that 
sees human marriage as the chief interest of vss. 22,23 
misses the point. Paul says that he speaks "concerning 
Christ and the church" (vs. 32). Christ is the "Savior of 
the body," the church (vs. 25). He sacrificed Himself for 
her so that in the present "He might sanctify and cleanse 
her" and that His return He might "present her to Himself  
as a glorious church," a bride "holy and without 
blemish" (vss. 26,27).
 This divine truth about the relationship of Christ and 
the church finds application in the realm of human 
marriage, but this is secondary to the text. Chiefly, Paul 
stresses that the beauty and magnificence of the church 
is due to what Christ has done.

Chapter Six: -- The Church At War: -- This chapter has 
no direct mention of the church -- at least, none that I 
can perceive. However, the language of it is kingdom 
language; the subjects of King Jesus must be armed 
and outfitted to wage and win the battle against the devil 
(vs. 10). The magnitude of this struggle is apparent from 
two things:
 First, it is the Lord's war. We Christians are to don 
the "whole armor of God" and fight for King Jesus. Our 
anthem is "Onward, Christian Soldiers." Nowadays, we 
don't seem comfortable with this violent kind of imagery. 
But make no mistake about it; we are in a war for our 
very souls. And God does not stint on provisions for the 
fight; we bear His "whole" armor; we wield the "sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God" (vss. 10,17).
 Second, the magnitude of this war is made clear by 
the nature of our enemy. We do not fight against "flesh 
and blood" but against Satan himself, "against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places"(vss. 11,12). John's 
Revelation makes clear that we fight not against mere 
mortals, but against "the great dragon...that serpent of 
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world" (Rev. 12:9).
 The magnificence of the church lies in the magnitude 
of the One for whom she fights and the one against 
whom she fights.
 In conclusion, perhaps I need to point out that I 
haven't distinguished between the universal church and 
the local church in this essay, because both concepts 
are clearly inherent in God's eternal purpose.
 It also might be helpful to put a face on three 
common errors regarding the church:
 To so institutionalize it that it becomes an entity 
somehow existing apart from the individuals who 
compose it.
 To so individualize it that the collective or "together" 
aspect of it is lost.
 To slight it in a misguided effort to exalt Christ; to 
exalt Him truly we must not minimize His body and His 
bride.
 May God help us to love "the church our blessed 
Redeemer saved with His own precious blood."

********************************

There’ll be no atheists in heaven
Who claim that it does not exist

And in view of their obnoxious behavior
I doubt if they’ll be sorely missed

There’ll be no tornadoes in heaven
No threatening storms to affright

To hinder our joyous reunion
In that land “where cometh no night”

There’ll be no birthdays in heaven
Where we’ll joyfully walk streets of gold

And we’ll live there in perfect contentment
In that land “where we’ll never grow old.”

Poems offered as encouragement in our walk on earth 
by our brother Grant Cothier



Eph. 2:19 So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God, 20 being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; 21 in whom each several building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;

1Pet. 2:9 But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, 
that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

Psa. 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth 
he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That bringeth 
forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 4 
The wicked are not so, But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall 
not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 6 For Jehovah knoweth the 
way of the righteous; But the way of the wicked shall perish.
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NEWS AND NOTES:

SICK IN NEED OF PRAYERS:

LILLIE KEECH AND J.R. DANIEL 

CONTINUE THEIR RECOVERY 

AT HOME, WHILE PAT 
CLOTHIER IS NOW AT THE 

REHABILITATION CENTER AT 

75TH AND METCALF.

OUR BIBLE CLASS ON SUNDAY 

AND WEDNESDAY IS 
CURRENTLY IN MALACHI AS 

WE FINISH OUR STUDY OF 

THE MINOR PROPHETS .

SUNDAY SERMON: A STUDY OF 

ROMANS CHAPTERS 9-11

      What Must I Do To Be Saved?         
Hear the gospel - Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus Christ - Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins - Acts 17:30
Confess Christ as Lord - Romans 10:9,10
Be Baptized for remission of sins
Acts 2:38 
Be Faithful unto death - Revelation 2:10


